
Fear God 
Deuteronomy 10:12-13 

 
Objective:  Teach the practical outworking of legitimate “fear” of God. 
Reading:  Deuteronomy 10:12-13. 
Introduction:   

1. Do you have a healthy “fear” of electricity?  What does it mean? 

2. Do you have a healthy and appropriate “fear” of God?  What does it mean? 

3. A big part of Moses’ job in Deuteronomy, was to teach the people the commandments and instructions of God so 
that they might all have a healthy respect or “fear” of God.  This is not a run away and hide terror fear, it is a stand in 
awe of Who He is and reverence and honor Him appropriately fear.  In that same way, in that same regard … 
 

We need to “fear” God.  (HOW?) 

 “Deuteronomy” means “second rendering”.  Point is, that here are the people who 
we but children when the 10 spies brought back a bad report and the people hesitated 
to follow God into the promised land and so wandered in Sinai for so many years until 
the adults died of.  These children are now adults standing on the brink of entering in 
and God, through Moses, is giving a “second rendering” of what is necessary to receive 
God’s blessing and enter the promise.  This section of Scripture we have an urging to 
fear God appropriately.  It is written in Hebrew poetry, evidently with a “beat” to it, 
making it difficult to get the same impact from it in our American prose.  What it amounts 
to is that we have 5 terms, five action words, fear, walk, love, serve, keep, but they 
amount to a definition of what it means to fear God. 
 

Fear God by 

I. Walking in all His ways.  (When you stand in awe, when you really respect 
someone’s leadership, you walk in…) 
A. The “ways” He directs. 

1. Do you know He is Lord of heaven and earth? 
2. Proverbs 1:7,  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom 

and instruction.” 
a. Do you know He knows what He is talking about? 
b. Do you know that He protects us, fights our battles and nurtures our development? 
c. Do you have the beginning or knowledge?   

 Do you know enough to know that you don’t know enough – that you need help and 
guidance in life, 

 that you need help in circumventing problems so common in life,  
 that you need help in circumventing Satan’s evil schemes to cause you to stumble? 
 Do you ever wish someone had instructed you about something BEFORE you got in such 

trouble with it? 
d. James 1:5,  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
3. If you asked for guidance from someone you truly respected, would you do what they said to do? 
4. What does ignoring God’s ways reveal about your respect (fear) of Him? 

 

B. Ways that are wise. 
1. Deuteronomy 4:5-7,  “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my 

God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to 
possess it. 

6 
"So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the 

sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, 'Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.' 

7 
"For what great nation is there that has a god so near to 

it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?” 
2. Those who receive wise discipline and guidance are looked at by others with envy. 
3. Those commandments and instructions, then as now, are designed to help, not frustrate, to 



promote, not hinder. 
 

C. The ways that are like Him. 
1. WWJD?  How do you imitate Him?  How do you look and act like your Father? 
2. What would it be like to live in a society where everyone was holy and righteous as Christ is?  

Where everyone was faithful and true like Jesus? 
3. To live with a spouse, or in a family where everyone was respectful and generous and thoughtful 

as He is – Who considers other’s needs as more important than his own? 
4. Can’t dictate the society or family or nation to be like that – but you can be like that.  You can be 

that godly spouse, that godly neighbor / friend – by fearing God and walking in His ways. 
 

Fear God by 

II. Loving Him and serving Him with all your heart. 
A. Love is the purest motive. 

1. Deuteronomy 6:4-5,  “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 
5  

"You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” 

2. Matthew 22:36-40,  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
37 

And He said 
to him, " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 

38 
"This is the great and foremost 

commandment. 
39 

"The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.' 

40 
"On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

3. What does genuine love move you to do? 
4. Do you genuinely love God?  How does it reflect; 

a. In your church participation? 
b. In your changes of habits? 
c. In you efforts to be like Him? 
d. In your efforts to please Him? 

 

B. Love manifests in service. 
1. Boy gets a crush on a girl, what does he do- offers to carry her books. 
2. Girl gets a crush on a boy, what does she do – bakes him cupcakes. 
3. Person loves their country, what do they do – find a way to serve it!  Military service, political 

service, volunteer service of some kind. 
4. If you want to know what folks love, look to see what “service” efforts they are involved in! 

 

C. From the heart. 
1. You can tell the different between and I want to do and I have to do. 
2. You can tell if the service is out of guilt or fear of condemnation, or out of love.   
3. You can tell if something is forced or sincere. 
4. When your brother was “forced” to apologize for painting a mustache on you Barbie doll, it was 

not nearly as effective as a heartfelt apology he made when he was really sorry you were hurt. 
5. If you serve God out of love. It will show In your zeal.  In your joy.  In your ready availability. 
6. When you serve on the Lord’s table, when you serve in the cradle roll class, when you serve by 

participation Bible studies and encouragement to others, when you support missionaries or help 
widows and orphans, it will show if this is out of “duty” or out of love. 

7. This erstwhile intent is what Jesus means when He says in John 4:23-24,  “But an hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

24 
"God is spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
a. Who wants love or service that is faked?  Or forced? 
b. To be any good, such service must stem from love – which stems from the “awe” or “fear” that 

we have in knowing Who and What God is. 
 

Fear God by 

III. Keeping His commandments and statutes. 
A. They are designed for your own good. 



1. This is not intended to be a threat, this is intended to take care of loved ones. 
2. Mom, why don’t you let me play in the street? 
3. Mom, why don’t you let me high dive in that narrow rock-filled canyon? 
4. God, why do you have such stringent requirements on what are acceptable sex boundaries? 
5. Mom, why don’t you want me to take money from strangers? 
6. God, why don’t you let me flirt with temptations? 
7. Micah 6:8,  “He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you 

But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?” 
a. Such obedience is “trust” in His guidance and leadership. 
b. Such obedience is simple humility before the God of all Creation. 
c. Perhaps goes against our “natural” inclinations to want to be “boss” of ourselves. 

 What happens when a child is not disciplined and guided?  (The get into trouble –fast) 
 What happens when a small child is given their way in everything?  (They invariably 

choose things that are bad for their welfare; like soda and candy for breakfast, like 
watching cartoons all day instead of going to school – simply don’t know any better) 

8. Obedience to commands and statutes simply … 
 

B. Apportions to God His legitimate position. 
1. Lordship results in the obedience of those who follow.  You cannot call Him Lord and not do what 

He says!  If you go off and do what you want or what you think best over what He says, or what 
you feel like doing over what He indicates ought to be don, then, He is not really “Lord” of your 
life!  This is what God, speaking through Moses was teaching that generation of Israelites as they 
prepared to enter God’s Promised Land. 

2. Obedience renders Him His rightful capacity as Provider, Guide, loving heavenly Father,  as 
Creator.  -  As God!  It assigns and relegates to Him His rightful position of “Lord”. 

3. Is He really “Lord” of your life, or are you just rendering lip-service with empty words? 
4. What does Lordship over one’s life look like?  What is the evidence of His Lordship over your life? 

 

C. Here is “faith” in action. 
1. Or perhaps the “obedience of faith”.  Obedience is simply the expression of trust. 
2. How come you don’t cuss?  (Such would not be faithful to my Lord!) 
3. How come you are so diligent to church attendance?  (It is what my Lord urges and recommends 

– both for my own good and for the good of others in His body.) 
4. Ecclesiastes 12:13,  “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His 

commandments, because this applies to every person.” 
 

So What?: 

 We don’t like the word “fear”.  We might prefer to translate it something like “honor”, 
respect”, “stand in awe of”.  The “fear” God is looking for from us, is a good thing.  When 
it comes to showing a proper respect where proper respect belongs, fear is a good 
thing.  When it means legitimate honor to the Creator and heartfelt, sincere motivation 
to listen to life giving guidance and direction from a loving Creator, such “fear” is a very 
good thing.  Fear God and know His blessings. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
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