
Lessons of Hope 
Book of Acts 

 

Objective:  Inspire hope, boldness and confidence amongst Christians. 
Reading:  Acts 4:13-31. 
Introduction: 

1. I often wonder why the Book of Acts is included.  It is exciting to read, but what are we supposed to 
derive from a study of it? 

2. It seems like past history;  like something God did at one time in the past, but often we conclude (or 
live as if we do) that it does not have much to do with us today.  After all, we don’t see most of those 
things happening around us today; buildings don’t generally shake when we have a prayer, people 
are not struck blind for a season when they oppose us, jailhouse doors don’t just flop open, being 
“snatched away by the Holy Spirit” after proclaiming the Gospel like Philip was are things that just 
don’t happen to the average Christian every day, so what are we to learn from the Book of Acts? 

3. Are we missing something?  Are we not part of the same movement?  Is the church failing? 
4. What is it that we are supposed to derive from what is recorded in the Book of Acts?  I would suggest; 
 

We ought to derive great hope from the Book of Acts.  (WHY?) 

In this record of how God dealt with the church and the world and the Apostles in those early 
years contains a lot of inspiring stuff for us today.  God can work any way He wants to.  He 
knows His purposes and it is not for us to force Him to work the way we want Him to work.  He 
deals with different world situations at different times in different ways, but He is the same God, 
and He is still at work.  So, let’s look for some over-all lessons from the Acts of the Apostles, or 

more appropriately, the Acts of God in His early church. 
 

One thing that is blatantly obvious from even a casual reading of the book is that 

I. God is at work in His church. 
A. The church is advancing as God determines. 

1. What disrupted the church in those early years?  Nothing.  God cares about the church His Son 
came to earth to die for, and His hand is visibly upon His called out people all the way through. 

2. Sometimes the church doesn’t understand – God still accomplishes what He intends. 
a. Christians didn’t understand that the Gentiles were to be a part of it.  So what. 
b. They often wondered what they were to do next!  So what.  God took care of it. 
c. Should we go into the interior of Asia Minor or should we go to Macedonia and Greece?  God 

knows and will direct it in His own time. 
d. Appeal to Cesar or take a stand in Jerusalem?  God knows and will direct it in His own time. 
e. Should we let Paul go up to Jerusalem where he will probably be arrested and executed or try 

to detain him and send him elsewhere?  God knows and will direct it in His own time. 
f. When will we get elders at Massena?  God knows and will direct it in His own time. 
g. Why do some come into the church and then leave?  What are we to do about teaching our 

children and protecting them from future evils of the world?  Where will the money come from 
for projects we would like to do?  God knows and will direct it in His own time. 

3. The lesson is to not get discouraged. 
a. The church advances throughout the Book of Acts – first 30 years – in spite of all opposition. 
b. God is watching and nourishing and guiding and enabling. 
c. God is LIVING in His church and will continue to develop it.  It is His creation, His Temple! 
d. There is confidence in knowing God is present to nurture and care for it. 

4. You may be intensely aware of your own failures – continue to be, and work on them.  Continue to 
grow in grace and knowledge and to mature spiritually!  But take confidence in knowing the 
church does not really depend on your personal abilities and skills. 

5. God is alive and active in His church, even today!, We can count on it! 
 

B. The church will be victorious. 
1. In spite of any and all opposition.  Jews tried to stop it.  Historically, Caesar tried to stop it. 
2. When persecution arose – they went everywhere proclaiming the word. 
3. When persecution arose – that’s when the church blossomed and bloomed and advanced. 
4. That’s when Truth is seen.  The Spirit of God is evident in the church’s success. 



5. The One running it is the One Who created all things.  This is what they recognized as the Spirit 
worked amongst them;  Acts 4:24,  “And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God 
with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH 
AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,” 

6. They then take a lesson from the Book of Psalms and quote it in Acts 4:25;  Psalm 2:1-6,  “Why 
are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing? 

2
The kings of the earth 

take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His 
Anointed, saying, 

3
"Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!" 

4
He 

who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 
5
Then He will speak to them in 

His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, 
6
"But as for Me, I have installed My King 

Upon Zion, My holy mountain."  Do you understand what is being said? 
a. It doesn’t matter how the homosexual agenda advances, they can’t beat God. 
b. It doesn’t matter what victories atheists seem to have politically, they can’t stop God. 
c. It doesn’t matter if they take prayer out of schools or make it illegal to preach Christ, they can’t 

stop God or His church! 
d. It doesn’t matter what Muslim terrorists do, no matter what vain things nations, governments or 

peoples devise.  He who sits in heaven laughs and scoffs at them.  They can’t stop God! 
e. What God is teaching in the Book of Acts is really the same as the Book of Revelation;  they 

can make things uncomfortable, but the faithful win in the end!  They always do! 
7. How about the little jewel of wisdom that Gamaliel discerned;  Acts 5:38-39,  “So in the present 

case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is 
of men, it will be overthrown; 

39
but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; 

or else you may even be found fighting against God."  If it is of God, it cannot be stopped! 
8. I know where I want to stand in any such battle, I know who’s side I want to be on. 
9. God’s powerful hand is upon His church – more than that – God’s very Presence is IN His church, 

so there is no stopping it.  It will proceed and succeed according to His will and His plan! 
10. In the church, God Almighty is shepherding His flock, and the prophesy from Micah’s time sounds 

familiar;  Micah 5:2-4,  “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are 
from long ago, From the days of eternity." 

3
Therefore He will give them up until the time 

When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren Will return 
to the sons of Israel. 

4
And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the 

LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, Because at 
that time He will be great To the ends of the earth.”  God shepherding His flock, His church  = 
protection and nurture. 

 

Another concept that is applicable today for our confidence and encouragement is that 

II. There is power in the “Name”. 

A. Healings took place in the “name”. 
1. Peter declares to the gathered people in Acts 3:12,  “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, 

or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk?” 
a. Not any individual’s power or piety that works such things. 
b. Man has never been able to direct such things through his own power or desire. 
c. It is the working of God  - using those who trust Him. 

2. Acts 3:16,  “And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has 
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.” 

a. The same God can still do the same things today.  He can use you  -  if He so chooses, to work 
such things through.  He is the same God with the same power! 

b. You want “miracles”? That is up to God – He can do them any time any place He wants. 
c. You want God to work in you and through you?  The message here is that you simply need to 

live and abide in His name.  God can and will use you to work His wondrous things, however 
He wants to work them.  Our role is simply to live and abide in the “Name”. 

3. God may or may not choose to bring physical healings in this same way.  It is up to Him, but see 
and know that demons are cast out by His name.  Souls are converted by His name.  God is 
glorified by His name.   



4. He can still do all these things!  And the things He intends to do, He will still do through His church! 
5. Our role is to live and proclaim His “name” and watch Him bring glory to His name. 

 

B. Soul salvation is the real and the ultimate goal of healing. 
1. That is what Christ came for.  What He established His church to accomplish.  The Word of God 

become flesh to demonstrate the love and the righteousness or God so people could see the light 
and be drawn to the “name” of God.  This is the role of His body, the church. 

2. .Acts 4:11-12,  “…let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
this name this man stands here before you in good health.  He is the STONE WHICH WAS 
REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. 
12

"And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which we must be saved." 

3. Whatever other religious groups teach, whatever vain philosophies teach, whatever governments 
teach, soul salvation is what it is about.  And this is ONLY to be found in the “NAME” of Christ. 

a. Picking whichever church or religion “feels” good to you is NOT the idea. 
b. One religion is NOT as good as another.  Salvation is ONLY in the NAME of Jesus. 

 

C. Our role is to proclaim the Name. 
1. “Name” stands for a concept.   What the person is and does. 
2. “Name” is Who Jesus is, What He is and does.  Everything He stands for! 
3. Jesus stands for the very will of God.  He is the explanation and the revealing of God. 

a. John 1:18,  “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the 
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”  To understand God, look at Christ. 

b. John 17:11,  "I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I 
come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, 
that they may be one even as We are.” 

c. The “name” that is the Father is the same “name” He gave to the Son, and the same “name “we 
are to manifest if we are “Christians” and Christ lives in us. 

4. What we are to learn from Acts is the power of the name.  Things happen when Christ is 
proclaimed.  Eyes are opened.  Decisions are made.  Hearts are convicted.  People are changed. 

5. Not just a verbal incantation.  Seven sons of Sceva tried to use it but didn’t really “know” Christ. 
6. We, the church, are to proclaim the “name”, the very concept of God, with our words and lives.  

We are simply to live the TRUTH, and great things will happen.  If we live and proclaim the name, 
God will be glorified in His church. 

7. There is still power in the “name” – the concept of knowing God through Christ!  What we are to 
derive from Acts is confidence and boldness to abide in and to proclaim the name. 

 

So What? 

 The Christians in the Book of Acts, when they were confronted with opposition from the world, went to 
God in prayer and said;  Acts 4:29,  “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your 
bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence …”  And then, the historical and Biblical 
record continues;  Acts 4:31,  “And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of 
God with boldness.” 

 Same God.  Father Son and Holy Spirit still present, with same plan and purpose 
and intent and power.  We, too, as we learn from what they learned, by the Holy Spirit, 
can continue to live and proclaim the Word of God with great confidence and boldness. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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