
Stay On The Alert 
Exposition of 1 Peter 

 

Objective:  Encourage Each to pay careful attention to their Christian behavior. 
Reading:  1 Peter 5:6-11. 
Introduction: 

1. What is going on across the globe with all this terrorism and conflict?  Spiritual warfare. 
2. Can you see it in our own nation – in laws that are being passed, sins that are being accepted as 

normal?  Can you see it in our local community with drug trade?  With the ways in which evil is 
tolerated but Christianity is not?  We are at war – spiritually.  Against the Deceiver and his forces. 

3. We have been told this, and we know this, but we have a tendency to get involved in the day to day 
affairs of living; to get distracted by life and forget that we are at war. 

4. The battle goes on for our souls.  When we are not “alert”, that is when we get ambushed.  Satan, the 
roaring lion” is setting up ambushes for you. 

 

We need stay on the alert.  (WHY?) 

 This is the theme of the book of 1 Peter.  The divinely inspired Apostle writes this epistle to 
Christians scattered throughout what we know as Turkey today, to share motivation to stay 
spiritually alert.  Here are some of his basic points; 
 

Christians need to stay alert because; 

I. We have a precious blessing to hold on to. 
A. Christians hold a special position. 

1. We are the “elect”.  Most elite and special position in all of history and all of creation. 
2. Since the very beginning of Time, everyone has wanted what you have. 
3. Even the prophets and the angels longed to understand what you now have. 

a. Bought with a price.  1 Peter 1:18-19,  “…knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 

19 
but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 

blood of Christ.”  Consider how valuable your blessed position is. 
b. Purchased, redeemed.  Given a special capacity from which to serve the King!   
c. His special representative and ambassador, entrusted with the oracles of God!  So Paul urges 

Timothy;  2 Timothy 1:14,  “Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure 
which has been entrusted to you.”  We must do likewise for there are forces that would 
corrupt it. 

 

B. An expectation of more blessing to come. 
1. 1 Peter 1:3-4,  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,” 
2. Just being in relationship with God now is amazing, but there is more and better to come! 
3. Something yet to inherit.  Life.  Eternally. 

 

C. Obtained by faith and held by faith. 
1. It is by virtue of your faith in Christ that your are a child of God. 
2. If you become Not faithful; don’t expect the blessing!  It’s not those who used to be faithful.   
3. The fight is NOT yet finished.  War goes on for your soul. 1 Peter 2:11,  “Beloved, I urge you as 

aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.” 
4. The Enemy, the Deceiver,  is still looking for you and would rob you of your eternal life.  1 Peter 

5:8,  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 

5. I know folks debate the infinite power of grace and argue once-saved-always-saved, but the 
divinely inspired Apostle, Peter is here saying we need to be spiritually awake and alert;  clear 
minded and self-controlled so we do not loose this amazing blessing that has been granted to us. 

 



Christians need to stay alert because; 

II. We have a special purpose to fulfill. 
A. We have been given a “commission”. 

1. “Commissioned” to fill a role, to serve as ambassadors, to carry a Message. 
2. 1 Peter 2:5,  “…you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
a. We are a kingdom of priests.  Priests are liaisons between God and all of mankind. 
b. Living stones!  As part of the temple to God.  That’s you.  Your life.  A living sacrifice. 
c. We have sacrifices to offer! 
d. Spiritual sacrifices = not goats and bulls, but your deeds – lived out for Him. 
e. The fruit of a humble and contrite heart. 

3. 1 Peter 2:9,  “… you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;” 

a. To bring honor and glory to God.  To make Him known.  By the lives we live. 
b. By calling attention to God and the nature of God.  Giving Him the glory for all things. 

 

B.  We are here as aliens and strangers. 
1. 1 Peter 1:1,  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens…” 

a. That in itself can be dangerous and uncomfortable at times. 
b. If you are alien and stranger, people look at you funny.  You don’t fit in. 
c. This can lead to difficulties.  People in different cultures think differently.   

2. But, while we live in this world, we are God’s representatives here. 
a. 1 Peter 4:11,  “Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of 

God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

b. If you do suffer as an alien, let it not be for doing any evil – let it be because you are holy and 
righteous citizens of a heavenly kingdom, representatives of God. 

c. Live and act like Christ’s representatives. 
 

C. We are here to persuade people to trust in God through Christ. 
1. Not just with persuasive words, but through the way you live. 
2. 1 Peter 3:1,  “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that 

even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the 
behavior of their wives, 
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as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.”  Not 

approach is not just how wives can influence husbands; it can work on all people! 
3. So, lifestyle and behavior, but also be ready with words;  1 Peter 3:15,  “…sanctify Christ as 

Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
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and keep 

a good conscience …”.  Be prepare to tell folks why you follow God and trust in Christ! 
4. How better to glorify God than to bring many souls to know and worship Him. 
5. By living according to Spirit and truth.  Speaking the truth in love and living according to the very 

Spirit and nature of God. 
 

The first two matters have been urgings, encouragements.  The third is even more serious.  Christians 
need to stay alert because; 

III. We all have a judgment to face. 
A. It is already time. 

1. 1 Peter 4:7,  “The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit 
for the purpose of prayer.”  Near.  Here.   

a. Closer than you think.  Before you are ready?   
b. Will it catch you not prepared?  Your Adversary, the Devil would like it to catch you unprepared. 

2. 1 Peter 4:17,  “For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it 
begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God?” 



3. Make no mistake.  This is serious and important.  The time is coming.  And it is already here! 
 

B. Every deed and every word will require explanation. 
1. 1 Peter 4:5,  “…but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the 

dead.” 
2. How did you treat that person when you were irritated. 
3. How did you respond to your spouse when no one else could see? 
4. What do you do on the Internet when no one is around? 
5. What “secret” things are there in your heart – when there are NO secrets from the Living God? 

 

C. No one can claim they didn’t know. 
1. You and I will very soon stand in Judgment.  We have knowledge of this and knowledge of God. 
2. We need to be constantly ready.  Everyone will be accountable.  Everyone has had a chance. 
3. Romans 1:18-20,  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 
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because that which 
is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 
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For since 

the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.” 

4. I know folks who claim there is no God.  The evidence is too sure.  And it is to be seen in us. 
5. I have had folks claim they didn’t know it was wrong to live together without being married.  It is 

their job to know such things.  All will be held accountable. 
6. The time for ignorance is long past.  1 Peter 1:14-16,  “As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 
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but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 
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because it is written, "YOU 

SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."” 
7. All are required to repent.  Acts 17:30-31,  “Therefore having overlooked the times of 

ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 
31

because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a 
Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the 
dead.” 

8. Some of what has been said here may seem harsh, but the reason for these words and warnings 
is really for your encouragement to stay strong in Christ and to stay alert!  1 Peter 5:12,  “…I 
have written to you briefly, exhorting (NIV and most others =”encouraging”) and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” 

 

So What? 

 Christians, we are the most blessed people on the face of the earth.  Not just now, but 
throughout all time.  The eternal working and plan of God is coming to fruition in us. 
 Now is not the time to be distracted.  Let’s treasure the true grace of God that has been 
granted to us.  Stay spiritually alert and stand fast. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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 Motivation to stay spiritually alert. 
 
I. We have a precious blessing to hold on to. 
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C. Obtained by faith and held by faith. 
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So What? 

 Stay spiritually alert and stand fast. 


