
Understanding God 
Acts 17:22-31 

 

Objective:  To help each understand the nature of the True God. 

Reading:  Romans 1:21-22.  “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but 
they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22  
Professing to be wise, they became 

fools” 

Introduction: 

1. People have different ideas about God – and our ideas about God often determine HOW we respond 
and relate to Him. 

2. Is God strict and mean, or all forgiving no matter what we do?  Can we appease or manipulate God 
with sacrifices?  Does God care if we worship or not?  Does He care how we worship?  Does God 
Care if we only give Him one hour a week? 

3. Does God sleep?  Does He ever forget about me?  Does He have limitations?  What are His strengths 
and weaknesses?  Can I manipulate or influence what He does? 

4. Because how we think about God determines, so much,  how we live and act, in the present and in 
regard to the future, whether we live in fear and doubt or with hope and joy and peace,  … 

 

We need to understand some things about God. (WHAT?) 

 In Acts 17. The Apostle Paul stands in Athens and speaks to folks who have many 
wrong concepts of God.  These are devote and religious folks, but they are misled.  
Paul explains some things to these people (and so,  to us) about their “unknown God” 
which is the one and only true God.  Here are some things that are important for 
everyone to know about God. 
 

There really is a God!  One true and real God.  We can not manipulate God or bargain with Him to get 
Him to do what we want, because  

I. God made everything:  Acts 17:24-25,  “The God who made the world and all things in it, 

since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 
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nor is He 
served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life 
and breath and all things;” 

A. Everything depends on Him. 
1. He is the Source and the Cause.  He IS the “Higher Power”! 

a. John 1:1-4,  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

2 
He was in the beginning with God. 

3 
All things came into being through Him, 

and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 
4 
In Him was life, 

and the life was the Light of men.” 
b. Genesis 1:1,  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
c. It was created by God’s Word!  He spoke it all into existence. 
d. Incidentally,  John 1:14, states   “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
That creative Word is not only embodied in the Written Word, but it is Christ Himself. 

2. He Created men, plants, animals, stars.  He gives us breath, heartbeats, brains, talents and 
abilities.  He gives us our children, homes, pets, source of livelihood, and everything. 

3. This warrants Him total lordship and our worship.  We ought to listen and pay attention. 
4. He is the one with whom we ought to be concerned and He is not a pretend thing. 

 

B. He doesn’t depend on us for anything. 
1. He is not helpless or needy in any way, so He cannot be used or manipulated. 
2. If you don’t serve well, He can raise up children of Abraham from stones. 
3. He is not stuck in a box or altar or building somewhere.  He does not need cathedrals, physical 

temples from us. 
4. We are the ones who are in need of Him!  We need to stop pretending, and pay attention! 

 

Since God is very real and since we are the ones who need HIM, it follows that we should be looking to 
know and understand Him and to have a good relationship with Him,  we ought to understand that … 



II. God made men that they should seek Him: Acts 17:26-27,  “…and He made from 

one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

27 
that they would seek God, if perhaps 

they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;” 

A. He made all races, all sizes and types. 
1. Negro, Caucasian, Arab, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Iraqi, Iranians, Afghans … 
2. All have one common Maker; one common source, so there is no room for bigotry or prejudices. 
3. This explains why the Bible says in Acts 10:34-35 that,  “…Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I 

most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 
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but in every nation 
the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.” 

4. His requirements of all people are the same.  And He cares about each of us.  It is not okay to 
think folks are supposed worship different Gods in different ways or each in their own way. 

 

B. His purpose for creating YOU is for YOU to seek Him. 
1. He is not playing hide and seek - He wants to be found.  He wants you to want to find Him. 
2. 2 Chronicles 15:1-2,  “Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, 

2 
and he went 

out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the 
LORD is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; 
but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” 

3. Romans 3:10-11,  “as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
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THERE 
IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;” 

4. Where is your heart?  Do you care enough?  That is the response He is looking for!  Are you 
seeking or just pretending?  Do you have the love and interest to find out what your Creator is like 
and what He desires? 

 

C. So where is God to be found? 
1. Definitely NOT in earthly, physical objects;  statues, rocks, trees, cathedrals, fantastic buildings. 
2. Deuteronomy 30:11-16,  "For this commandment which I command you today is not too 

difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 
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"It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will 
go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?' 

13 
"Nor 

is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and 
make us hear it, that we may observe it?' 

14 
"But the word is very near you, in your mouth 

and in your heart, that you may observe it. 
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"See, I have set before you today life and 
prosperity, and death and adversity; 
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in that I command you today to love the LORD your 

God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His 
judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the LORD your God may bless you in 
the land where you are entering to possess it.” 

3. It is the same today.   
a. John 14:7-10,  “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now 

on you know Him, and have seen Him." 
8 
Philip *said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, 

and it is enough for us." 
9 
Jesus *said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet 

you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how 
can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 
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"Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and 

the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but 
the Father abiding in Me does His works.” 

b. John 12:50,  "I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I 
speak just as the Father has told Me."  In the words and presence of Jesus! 

c. Spirit 
4. A couple of things are certain; 

a. Acts 17:27b,  “……He is not far from each one of us;” 
b. And,  Chronicles 15:2b,  “… if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; …” 

5. His promise of being there to be found is also in the New Testament;  Matthew 7:7-8,  “Ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
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"For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.” 

 



D. There really is a God, and He really does care how you believe and how you 
behave. 

1. He does care whether you get drunk, cuss, fornicate, cheat, call people names … 
2. He does care if and how you worship and serve Him. 
3. We do need to stop playing games and get real about seeking God! 

 

People tend live as if there is no God or as if God doesn’t care how they live.  The time for disregarding 
God in such a way is past.  The one and only true and living 

III. God now requires everyone to repent: Acts 17:30,  "Therefore having overlooked 

the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent…" 

A. He overlooked such ignorance for a while. 
1. God no longer tolerates His created people running after false concepts of what He is. 
2. We overlook a small child talking out of turn or crowding in a line, but there comes a time when 

they mature a little and such behavior is no longer acceptable. 
3. We have reached that place in history.  God commands humans to stop worshipping wrong 

concepts and to stop living in sinful ways that ignore His pure and holy nature. 
4. Some worshipped as if He were gold or silver of stone or something to be visited or carried around.  

REPENT means stop doing such foolish and wrong things.  It means understand God’s true 
nature and worship Him in spirit and truth. 

5. John 4:23-24,  “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 
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"God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
 

B. God has already fixed a day for judgment in this matter! 
1. Acts 17:31,  "…because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness 

through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him 
from the dead." 

2. The time is set.  He will Judge the world.  Each and every one of us. 
3. He will judge with justice.  It will be absolutely appropriate;  you will get what you deserve. 
4. He will judge by means of a man He has appointed.  Guess who!? 

a. All will be judged by the Word Jesus spoke.  John 12:48-50,  "He who rejects Me and does 
not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge 
him at the last day. 
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"For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself 

who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 
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"I 
know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as 
the Father has told Me." 

b. You will be attributed a righteous standing only if you are in Christ.  Romans 8:1, “Therefore 
there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

So What?: 

 It is time to realize that there is a God who is concerned with what you do and how 
you live.  It is time to get right with God. 
 Are you living and worshipping in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him?  It is 
time to leave everything that is sinful and turn to Him.  Confess Him as your lord and 
creator.  Be clothed with Christ in the waters of baptism.  Live faithful and true to him, 
honoring the one who created you. 
 

Closing Prayer; 
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