
Salvation on the Damascus Road 
Acts 9:1-22,  22:1-16,  & 26:9-19 

 

Objective:  Teach the plan of Salvation as experienced by Paul. 

Reading:  Acts 9:1-18. 

Introduction: 

1. When I watch a chef cook something, if I want to produce that same thing, I need to follow the same 
procedure, include the same steps and ingredients. 

2. When I want to go to a certain place; I must go a certain way, checking off certain landmarks. 
3. How about becoming a Christian, The “Way” to salvation is much like this? 
 

We need to know what to do to be saved. (WHAT?) 

 So what is the process, the recipe, the road map to salvation?  To becoming a child of 

God?  In the Scripture Reading this morning, the Apostle Paul is designated as,  “proclaiming 

to you the way of salvation”.  He is one who knows.  This morning, I want us to look at Paul’s 

conversion experience and see what the ingredients of his salvation were.  Like a cake recipe 

or a road map, our path to salvation needs to include the same essential elements as Paul’s.  

Read with me, and let’s understand some key elements of the Way of Salvation. 
 

The first element of salvation, essential to all, is a matter of… 

I. REALIZATION (of truth). 

A. Being “good” or “religious” is not enough. 
1. Paul was a good man.  A God-fearing man.  A religious man. 
2. Was that “good” enough?  NO!  He was lost and in need of Salvation. 
3. Acts 22:16,  “Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 

calling on His name.”  He still has sin on him! 
2. He believed, but he believed wrongly.  He was religiously devout.  Fervent for God!  Like a lot of 

folks today, but He did not have his facts right.  He was missing some vital things. 
3. It is possible to be wholeheartedly devoted to the wrong thing or in a wrong way! 

 

B. Paul came to a confrontation with Truth. 
1. He could not avoid it.  God brought it to his attention. 
2. Do you need to be struck blind in order to realize your spiritual blindness? 

 

C. We need to do the same; come to a confrontation with Truth. 
3. Have your dealt with truth?  Have you come face to face with realization that there are things in 

your life that are unacceptable to God, or at least “out-of-sync” with Him?   
a. That the spirit with which you live and act is somehow different than His, that your actions and 

deeds might not be acceptable?   
b. That you have a debt to pay that you can never really make right on your own? 

4. When, where have you dealt face to face with the concept of Christ?  Can you point to a time of 
that realization?  A time when the reconciliation took place? 

1. Paul was saying “I was born a Jew, I’ll die a Jew!” 
2. We need to ask “Why?”  Is my native born religion really Truth?  Have I searched it out? 
3. Do we think it is good enough to be a believer?  Have you really examined that? 
4. What needs to happen for YOU in order for you to come to realization of Truth? 

a. That there is a God;  a God who is watching you, knows even your secret things and who cares 
very much what you trust and how you behave. 

b. That God is Creator, Owner, Lord, and worthy of all your respect and devotion. 
c. That you have not been entirely serving and worshipping as you ought and you stand LOST 

and in need of help. 
d. That you are NOT all right as you currently are and you need to do something about it. 

 

When Paul realized that his religious tradition had some error in it, that it had not brought him to Truth, 
Paul’s immediate next step was… 

II. REPENTANCE (from error). 



A. Realizing truth made it necessary to turn from his current path. 
1. How did Paul have to change?  What did he have to leave and abandon? 
2. What do you need to turn from?  What things do you need to change to stand in Truth? 

a. Hobbies, habits? (Saul did not have any “evil” or worldly ones of these.) 
b. Doctrines?  Understandings?  (Saul was indeed off-base here.) 
c. Is it your very life-orientation?  Is it a matter of “Lordship”?  A matter of heart? 

3.  
 

B. Is it hard to make such a turn in your life? 
1. YES.  Any turn is hard.  Forces resist it.  Inertia. 
2. NO.  Not if you realize Truth; that your current path leads to death! 
3. You need to determine to change and apply energy. 

 

C. We each need to do the same as Paul did;  turn. 
1. What are you doing that is wrong before God? 
2. What have you done that was wrong before God? 
3. Not sufficient to simply stop doing it; there must be an apology to God. 
4. Hear essentials of repentance from 2 Corinthians 7:10-11;  “For the sorrow that is according 

to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 
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For behold what earnestness this very thing, this 

godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, 
what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything you 
demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter.” 

3. Your own error might include actions, thoughts, attitudes.  DOCTRINES. 
 

Note that at this point Paul knows what he has been doing wrong and he knows where the truth lies.  
Note that he has wholeheartedly turned away from his erroneous ways with heartfelt sorrow over 
anything he has done wrong.(3 days of fasting and prayer)  Note that he is STILL LOST!.  He still stands 
guilty in his sin.  You cannot get into heaven with sin on you.  How does Paul get rid of his sin?  There 
needs to be an appropriate… 

III. RESPONSE. 

A. To God’s saving message. 
1. God’s saving message (The Good News) was spoken to him by a person! 
2. Not directly from God;  not different spiritual route for every different human. 
3. Not his own “feelings”.  Not delivered to him “in the spirit”.  Not delivered to him by an angel. 
4. Same message preached every Sunday from the Word of God.  Repent and be baptized for the 

forgiveness of your sins so you can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Make Jesus Lord. 
5. Romans 8:1,  “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

But you must enter Christ through covenant and abide in Christ! 
 

B. The proclaiming and the receiving of the word conveys God’s power. 
1. Romans 1:16,  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
2. At this point he received his “sight” and was filled with Holy spirit.  Acts 9:17,  “So Ananias 

departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, "Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

3. A promise of God that is fulfilled at time of our response of baptism in water.  Acts 2:38,  “Peter 
said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

C. Note that the word also involved something Paul had to “do”;  a response. 
1. Sometimes people object to having to “do” something in order to be saved.  Especially (maybe 

uniquely ) in regard to baptism. 
2. Acts 9:6,  “…but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do." 



3. Repent is something the Word tells people they must “do”.  Luke 13:5,  "I tell you, no, but 
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish." 

4. Confessing Him as Lord is something the Word tells us people must do.  Romans 10:10,  “…for 
with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation.”  Even just changing your heart or changing your mind is 
something you must “DO” to be saved. 

5. Continued faithfulness is something the Word tells us people must do.  Colossians 1:22-23,  
“…yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present 
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach— 

23
if indeed you continue in the 

faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel 
that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, was made a minister.” 

 

D. Paul’s first response to the message was his own physical baptism. 
1. Acts 9:18,  “And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he 

regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized;” 
2. This is the very point in time that Paul’s sins were washed away!  Acts 22:16,  “Now why do you 

delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.” 
3. Notice that baptism is the God-designated way of “calling on His name”. (same verse).  This 

was Paul’s appeal to God for Christ to be lord of his life. 
4. Here is a quote from William Willimon,  Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke 

Divinity School, who seems to have the Biblical view of baptism; “In baptism we are initiated, 
crowned, chosen, embraced, washed, adopted, gifted, reborn, killed, and thereby sent forth and 
redeemed. We are identified as one of God's own, then assigned our place and our job within the 
kingdom of God” 

5. We also each need to do the same.  It is part of the Gospel message, the way of salvation. 
6. In fact, it is a clear directive from Jesus, Whom we call upon as “Lord”:  Matthew 28:19,  “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit,” 

 

 

So What? 

 Where are you on the road to salvation?  Have you realized any error in your life?  

Maybe in behavior?  Maybe in basic belief?  Misled somewhere?  Have you in any way 

offended God and His standards of holiness?  Are you genuinely and wholeheartedly 

sorry and grieving over what you have done?  Have you responded; DONE something 

to set things right?  Are you being faithful to the Word of the Gospel?  It is vitally 

important to realize the truth of your situation and make a legitimate response to the 

Gospel. 
 
 

Closing Prayer; 
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Reading:  Acts 9:1-18. 

 
We need to know what to do to be saved. 
 Key elements of the Way of Salvation. 

 
I. REALIZATION (of truth). 

A. Being “good” or “religious” is not enough. 
 Acts 22:16 

 
B. Paul came to a confrontation with Truth. 

 
C. We need to do the same; come to a confrontation with Truth. 

 
II. REPENTANCE (from error). 

A. Realizing truth made it necessary to turn from his current path. 

 
B. Is it hard to make such a turn in your life? 

 
C. We each need to do the same as Paul did;  turn. 
 2 Corinthians 7:10-11 

 
III. RESPONSE (to the good news message). 

A. To God’s saving message 
 Romans 8:1 

 
B. The proclaiming and the receiving of the word conveys God’s power. 
 Romans 1:16    Acts 9:17    Acts 2:38 

 
C. Note that the word also involved something Paul had to “do”;  a response. 
 Acts 9:6    Luke 13:5    Romans 10:10    Colossians 1:22-23 

 
D. Paul’s first response to the message was his own physical baptism. 
 Acts 9:18    Acts 22:16    Matthew 28:19 

 
So What? 

 Realize the truth.  Make a legitimate response. 


