
Enter Christ’s Covenant 
Acts 2 

 

Objective:  Teach the basic elements to becoming a Christian. 

Reading:  Hebrews 8:7-13. 

Introduction:   

1. A covenant is a contract, an agreement.  You may have covenant with the town as to how they will 
pick up your garbage.  God had a “covenant” with the nation Israel. 

2. Covenants can be replaced.  An authoritative body can invalidate a contract and replace it with a 
new one.  The village offers an arrangement @ year to pick up garbage.  They specify in such & 
such a way, which day, and what price.  When it no longer seems the best, most operable contract, 
that arrangement is voided and a new one is instituted. 

3. Another “covenant” is a last will and testament.  You should have one.  You can change it up until 
you die.  Your death puts it into effect.   

4. This is what has happened with the covenant God offered for humans to get to heaven.  The Old was 
replaced with a New Testament when Christ died on the Cross.  Hebrews 9:16-17,  “In the case of a 
will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 

17
because a will is in force only 

when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living.” 
5. In Christ Jesus, God has replaced that Old Testament arrangement with a New Testament or New 

Covenant.  It is no longer just for the nation Israel, but open to all people.  Now, if we would be saved 
from our sins, and go to heaven, 

 

We MUST enter into that new covenant offered by God.  (HOW?) 

 In Acts 2, we have a record of the inauguration of the New Covenant;  a spiritual 
and a universal covenant from God; and we have the record of the first souls to enter 
into that covenant.  This record demonstrates for us how God intends for people to 
enter His covenant.   
 John 1:12 says “… all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God—”     I would assert that this is part of what must happen 
for those who believe, to become “children of God” .  As we read Acts 2, let’s pay 
special attention to the part which the people play.  God does most of it, but what the 
people do in order to enter the contract is also vitally important.  That is our part!  We 
can each enter the same covenant relationship with God through Christ and thus each 
become “children of God” by experiencing the same steps as those New Testament 
characters.  Acts 2 indicates what these basic steps are. 
 

Those who would become children of God, those who would enter such a covenant relationship with God 
must first know that the offer is there, that the possibility exists.  The first step is for folks to; 

I. Become aware of the “Good News”: Read Acts 2:1-12. 
A. Their interest was attracted. 

1. Does God have your interest?  Are you curious? Do you care about heavenly things? 
2. Matthew 5:6,  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, ... they shall be 

satisfied.”  Do you hunger and thirst?  Are you even interested? 
3. Romans 3:10-11,  “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands,  

there is none who seeks for God…”.  Are you seeking God?  Desiring to be right with Him? 
 

B. They investigated for truth. 
1. This is what people do when they are serious about a deal.  Is this deal being offered by this Long 

Distance Phone Co. legitimate?  What are the stipulations? Is it good / right for me? 
2. Those who would be saved did the same with the Gospel Covenant;   

a. Acts 8  Ethiopian was reading, seeking,  and he asked Phillip questions! 
b. Acts 10  Cornelius was trying. Praying about it.  And He listened when information came. 
c. Acts 17:11  The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily! (Not just occasionally or “maybe”.) 
d. They all scrutinized Scripture and compared with what they were hearing to verify accuracy. 

 



C. What they all found was the Gospel (the “Good News”) of the New Covenant! 
1. In Acts 2:14-16, Peter begins and establishes the validity of this New Covenant from OT.  READ 
2. In Acts 2:32-36,  He concludes that God has made Jesus to be Lord and Christ.  READ. 
3. “Lord” = boss. “Christ =  “Anointed”, the One Whom we are now to follow and belong to. 

 

D. Where are you? 
1. Have you been attracted?  Do you KNOW Who Jesus is?  Do you KNOW what it means? 
2. Do you know from the Bible what the Good News is that the Apostles proclaimed? 

 

The next important thing on the part of the people who were wanting to be right with God is that they: 

II. Believed the “Good News”: Acts 2:37.,  “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to 

the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 

A. Theirs was a genuine belief. 
1. Genuine belief is heartfelt. “Pierced to the heart.” 

a. It has an impact.  Believing affects a person!   
b. Do you know there is a God?  Do you know your sins hurt Him and separate you from Him? 
c. Is it a critical matter of extreme urgency, or can you pass it off impartially like a show on 

television?  Does it “cut”, “pierce” (NAS), your heart that your sin separates you from God? 
2. Genuine belief affects a person’s behavior.  It motivates them to a response. 

a. Their belief is indicated by the question, “What shall we do?” 
b. If you believe, you DO something about it!  If you believe your marriage is in trouble and you 

value it, you ask, “What do we do?”, and do it! 
c. If you realize you are lost in sin, and that God is offering a rescue, you ask, “What shall I do?” 

and then proceed to do it seriously and wholeheartedly.  With honest integrity. 
 

B. Only the believers were qualified to enter the covenant which God was offering. 
1. They were the only ones who’s hearts were really touched. 
2. They were the only ones really motivated to do something. 
3. This statement can be verified by Mark 16:16,  “He who has believed and has been baptized 

shall be saved;  but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”  They didn’t “DO”. 
4. Also John 3:36,  "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the 

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 
5. Folks were personally persuaded before becoming eligible candidates to the New Covenant. 
6. Do you believe?  Are you moved to do something? 

a. To follow, to obey the instructions given by God in the New Covenant for your salvation? 
b. To make the indicated changes in your life,  habits?  That is believing. 

 

It is also important to realize that no one was ever automatically placed in the covenant at birth, nor can 
someone else place you in that covenant. People are not born into a saving relationship with God, they 
choose to enter a covenant!  Each must choose to enter on the basis of their own belief.  Becoming a 
Christian must be one’s own decision.  Each must personally be persuaded to: 

III. Respond to the “Good News”:  
A. Read Acts 2:38 for the appropriate response.  “Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

1. Not just any response will do.  It is not really our option to just make something up or respond in 
any way we choose. 

2. We need to engage the contract /covenant by the terms offered and authorized. 
3. When a notarized signature is required by the one offering (for the sale of your land or car), a spit 

and handshake or a head-nod does not fulfill requirements of the one offering the deal. 
4. They asked what to do, and were told what God required of them – how to enter the covenant. 

 

B. The necessary and appropriate response was Repentance. 
1. A genuine, serious feeling of sorrow, remorse, prompting a change of heart, a change of motive, 

and a change of life purpose. 
2. A “turning” from a wrong path to the right path. 



3. It is not just that a sin is no longer convenient or available, they determined to no longer sin! 
 

C. The necessary and appropriate response was Baptism. 
1. The word spoken here means “immersion”. 

a. We are speaking of a full body immersion in water here.  With all the symbolism of dying to 
self, burial of the old self, and arising a new creature totally, spiritually immersed in Christ. 

b. We need to do what the Apostle had in mind, what the Lord intends, not something different! 
2. According to 1 Peter 3:21  this is how you make the “appeal” to God for a good conscience. 

a. 1 Peter 3:21,  “Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt 
from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ,” 

b. Who was baptized?  Who made that “appeal” to God?  “Those who “received the word”;  that 
is, those who believed what was preached. 

 

D. Appropriate response had a definite result. 
1. Acts 2:38 has already promised the forgiveness of sins!  (That’s pretty important result.) 
2. Acts 2:38 also promised they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (That’s pretty important 

too!)  Once sins are forgiven, the Spirit can move in.  You can become a Temple for the Holy 
Spirit, God can not just work on you and around you but can take up residence within you. 

3. Acts 2:41,  “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day.” Indicate that those who had an appropriate response 
were added to the “number”.  That is; the number of those being saved.  God’s people. 

4. There are continued results indicated in Acts 2:42-47, “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by 
the apostles. 

44
All the believers were together and had everything in common. 

45
Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
46

Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 

47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 
5. We too, should continue in the apostle’s teachings, breaking break and prayer, assembling 

together.  Experience God working in and amongst us, praising God with glad and sincere 
hearts.  -  We have a saving covenant with God! 

 

So What?: 

 Christ has made a new covenant available. It is not only better than the old one, it is the 
only one available.  Without it there is no hope of salvation.  It is up to each of us personally  to 

accept it and to make Him Lord of our life.   

 I urge you with all of my heart, to believe that Jesus is Lord,  to repent of any and all 

things that are not pleasing to Him,  to be baptized in the Biblical way that Jesus intended, and 

to continue on in the Apostles’ teachings. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enter Christ’s Covenant 
Acts 2 

 
Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 8:7-13. 

 
We MUST enter into that new covenant offered by God. 
 Acts chapter 2 shows how God intends for people to enter His “New Covenant”. 
 
 
I. Become aware of the “Good News”: Acts 2:1-12. 

A. Their interest was attracted. 
 Matthew 5:6    Romans 3:10-11 

 
B. They investigated for truth. 
 Acts 8    Acts 10    Acts 17:11   

 
C. What they all found was the Gospel (the “Good News”) of the New Covenant!  
 Acts 2:14-16    Acts 2:32-36 

 
D. Where are you? 
 
 
II. Believe the “Good News”: Acts 2:37. 

A. Theirs was a genuine belief. 
 
B. Only the believers were qualified to enter the covenant which God was offering. 
 Mark 16:16    John 3:36 

 
 
III. Respond to the “Good News”: Acts 2:38 
A. The necessary and appropriate response was Repentance. 
 
B. The necessary and appropriate response was Baptism. 1 Peter 3:21 

 
C. Appropriate response had a definite result. 
 Acts 2:38    Acts 2:41    Acts 2:42-47 

 
So What?: 

 Believe that Jesus is Lord,  repent of any and all things that are not pleasing to Him,  be 
baptized in the Biblical way that Jesus intended, and continue on in the Apostles’ teachings. 


