
Strength In Weakness 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 
Objective:  Help Christians comprehend the value of their weaknesses. 
Reading:  2 Corinthians 12:7-10. 
Introduction:   

1. We have a lot of “problems” around here;  health, age inhibits some folks ability to get around, money, shortage of 
teachers …  How can we ever succeed in the things a church is supposed to do? 

2. There are two things we can do with our problems and weakness;  we can grumble, feel sorry for ourselves, or 
we can honor God and watch Him work to His glory. 
 

We should understand the value of our own weaknesses. (HOW?) 

 Here the Apostle shares a spiritual outlook on such “weaknesses from his own 
practical, real life experience, and his divinely inspired communication from God on the 
matter.  Let’s listen to what he says and learn some things about how we ought to 
understand why an all powerful, caring, knowing God allows us to continue to 
experience and struggle with so many weaknesses. 
 

Sometimes our weaknesses serve to keep us from exalting ourselves.  Like He did with Job, God, at 
times, allows Satan to torment us in a variety of ways to display our human weakness because… 

I. God looks for humility on our part. 2 Corinthians 12:7,  “…for this reason, to keep 

me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me—to keep me from exalting myself!”  Whatever such  “thorn” God allows us is because… 

A. Weaknesses should serve to humble us. 
1. Are there things you can’t do? 

a. Often comes with old age; 
b. Can’t see so good.  Can’t work so long.  Don’t remember so well. 
c. Incontinent and can’t travel so far or get out to church anymore. 
d. Do these things inhibit / prohibit our efforts to glorify God, or do they draw us closer to Him? 

2. These make us aware of our dependence on others and on God. 
3. We all are and have always been dependent on God. and ought to know that. 

 

B. Humility is an important quality in Christians. 
1. Moses, the greatest of human leaders is identified in Numbers 12:3 as the most humble person 

on earth.  A quality God looks for and uses. 
2. James 4:6,  “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 
3. Pride, arrogance, self-sufficiency get in the way of our serving God well.  Folks think; “Why think 

about God when I can do it all by myself?” 
4. When I KNOW I can’t do it myself, when I know I can’t handle something, that is when I humble 

myself and look for help.  When folks turn to God for help.  When folks realize their need for help, 
they often pray more. 

5. That’s how and when we are effective in pointing others to God for help.  That is when we can 
help others realize their dependence on God – even though they feel strong. 

6. Humility generates devotion to God and recognition of our dependence on Him. 
 

When we are humbled, then we can see and reveal the real the effective power; the presence and power 
of God!  Our weaknesses are a good and useful to us and to God, as  

II. God’s power is “perfected” in our weakness. 2 Corinthians 12:9,  “…My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." 

A. Understand “perfected”. 
1. Does not mean that His power is somehow ever less than perfect / ideal 
2. Doesn’t mean it is ever flawed in any way. 
3. “Perfected” = “completed”, “fulfilled”, “matured” in the sense of being what it is intended to be. 
4. Here is where power it is best seen and utilized.  Most visibly realized and manifested as not 

coming from you or being something YOU do or are capable of, but clearly comes from above! 



5. “Power” is ability”.  He is where God’s ability is best utilized. 
6. The power of God is able to work in the resurrection of Christ and in our resurrection, because 

Jesus first submitted to weakness and was scourged and crucified then God’s power is seen! 
 

B. Our weaknesses make the presence of God obvious. 
1. Earlier, in the same letter, the Apostle puts it this way;  2 Corinthians 4:7-12.,  “But we have this 

treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God 
and not from ourselves; 

8  
we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

despairing; 
9  

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
10  

always 
carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our body. 

11  
For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for 

Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
12  

So 
death works in us, but life in you.” 

2. We must be seen to be fragile, frail “clay pots” or “earthen vessels”, and must be subjected to so 
much variety of tribulations, we must be constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, 
so that the life of Christ can be manifested as being present within our human flesh. 

3. Are you a temple for the Spirit of God?  Does God dwell with you and in you?  Here is how and 
where other folks can see that! 

4. Here is where other folks can stand amazed and know it is not just you, but something more is 
present and abiding in you.  If we can realize this, we can learn to… 

 

C. Be content in and with our weakness. 
1. 2 Corinthians 12:10,  “Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 

distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I 
am strong.” 

2. In weakness;  when there are things in life that are just beyond your capabilities.  When you are 
just not strong enough to handle things. 

3. In insults;  when the world says lousy, erroneous and nasty things about you as a Christian.  
Historically they accused Christians “cannibals” because they “ate the body of Christ” and drank 
His blood” at their communion feast.  Today they accuse us of being intolerant, narrow minded, 
homophobic. 

4. In distresses;  when your heart beats anxiously.  When you have no idea how you will handle a 
situation with your taxes or your health or your bills or your children  or marital conflict. 

5. In persecutions;  when the culture stands against you and the church and determines to make 
you accept immoral things like same sex marriage. 

6. In difficulties;  when life is just plain hard. 
7. Find your strength in God’s presence.  “…for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

 

D. Trust the presence and power of God. 
1. The battle belongs to the Lord. 
2. Proverbs 21:31, “But victory belongs to the LORD.” 
3. Chose David who was entirely incapable of fighting trained giant Goliath. 
4. God intentionally weakened Gideon’s army – for a reason! 
5. The battle is STILL the Lord’s and every victory is because of Him. 
6. 1 Corinthians 15:57,  “…thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 
7. Chose Moses who was not a good speaker.  Why?  To show the power was from God! 
8. Who will God choose to lead us?  How will God lead this congregation? 
9. Be strong in midst of your weakness.  Find God’s strength in midst of our weakness. 
10. Let God do His thing through you. 

 

Often we have different ideas than God does about how He should operate.  He has such power, He 
could fix my weakness, He could make me strong, so why doesn’t He?  It is because … 

III. God’s grace is sufficient. 2 Corinthians 12:9,  “…My grace is sufficient for you…" 

A. Know that God knows what is going on. 
1. What if your prayed to God about your weakness and received a direct answer like Paul did, the 

“My grace is sufficient for you?”  How would you then deal with it, think about it? 



2. Know that God knows what you need and what you can handle. 
3. Know that God cares, He loves you beyond understanding. 
4. Know that God knows the End from the Beginning.  The final results. 
5. Know that God knows what grace is sufficient for you. 
6. Know that God knows how to enable you to win in the end. 
7. Know that God knows how to make the church win in the end. 
8. Find your strength to face trials and tribulations, in the presence and power of God. 2 Corinthians 

12:10,  “… for when I am weak, then I am strong.”  When I humble myself and submit myself 
to be used by God as He intends. 

 

B. Lean on God’s grace. 
1. Trust in God’s power.  Exalt in God’s power.  Rest in God’s power. 
2. When God doesn’t remove or heal your “weakness, look for Him to bring victory and glory 

through a venue different than what you have been looking for. 
3. God is wiser than you are.  He sees the unseen.  His understanding is inscrutable. 
4. Romans 11:33-34,  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 
34  

For WHO HAS 
KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?” 

5. You want God to change your situation, but you fail to recognize this situation is what you were 
called for.  God may have PUT you in that situation for a reason! 
a. What was Christ called to take on the form of a bondservant and accomplish? 
b. Why was Paul given a “thorn in the flesh”? 
c. Why was John allowed to be beheaded? 
d. Why did God “choose” Israel to begin with, not because they were rich and powerful, but 
e. The words of God to Israel in Deuteronomy 7:6-9 apply to us and we should take confidence!  

“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you 
to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. 

7 
"The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more 

in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 
8 
but 

because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the 
LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

9 
"Know therefore that the LORD your God, He 

is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a 
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments;…” 

f. Cf. Joseph in prison.  Cf. Famine that brought Israel to Egypt. 
g. Paul was enabled to preach in Caesar’s palace because of his unjust imprisonment. 

6. This is NOT just being resigned to endure because you can’t get out of it – this is a chance to 
bring God glory!  2 Corinthians 12:9b,  “…Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast (could say 
“exult” or “glory in” )about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” 

7. Let folks see God’s power upholding you so they will stand amazed at Him and glorify Him in their 
hearts. 

 

So What?: 

 Don’t be anxious about your personal weaknesses or allow them to generate doubts 
in your mind - rather glory in your personal weaknesses as they bring glory to God.  
 Serve God with all of your heart in the midst of your weakness and let people stand 
amazed at the power of God working in you. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
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