
Therefore I Have Spoken 
2 Corinthians 4:13-15 

 

Objective:  Generate an urge within people for them to tell others about God. 
Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:13-15. 
Memory:  2 Corinthians 4:13;    “I_ i_ w_: ‘I  b_; t_ I  h_ s_.’.….” 
Introduction: 

1. Quote; “Christianity is naturally communicative.”  Sometimes, folks are naturally quiet, reserved.  
Persons of few words.  But, there are times when anyone is so confident that they know where to find 
help, that they have to speak up, and they are so thankful and appreciative that they have to speak up. 

2. Confident hope and expectation in Almighty God is one of those things that should also move any of 
us to speak out. 

3. In 2 Corinthians 4, the divinely inspired author, Paul, recognizes that OT King David was so moved by 
his trust in God that He simply had to speak up and call upon the Lord.  When in trouble, that becomes 
a natural response.  Speak to the One who helps.  Call on Him as long as you live!  And give such 
praise to Him in the presence of others! 

4. Because of our trust and our thankfulness to God, we should be moved to talk to God and about God. 
 

Our lips and lives should readily speak of God. (WHY?) 
 The Apostle asserts that the same spirit of faith that prompted King David to write Psalm 116 
also moves him and other Christians to keep on going and to keep on speaking out to spread 
the good news to others.  There is a principle here that ought to move each of us to proclaim the 
honor and glory of the Lord too!  Let me share reasons for speaking out about God! 
 

Because, like Paul, and like the Psalmist,  

I. We know who rescues in time of need. 

A. Each of us experiences trouble and sorrow. 
1. We share the experience of Psalm 116:1-3.,  “I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he 

heard my cry for mercy. Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 
3 
The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was 

overcome by trouble and sorrow.” 
a. David faced many struggles;  pursued by King Saul.  Hid in caves.  Hungry.  Hid out in the 

house of Achish king of Gath, by acting insane. 
b. Have you felt the suffocation as the cords of death entangles you?  Loss of job?  Loved one 

leaves you and family falls apart?  Terminal illness?  Friends and peers are unfaithful.  What 
will I do, I’m trapped and dying!  Can’t breath here! 

2. Same concept that Paul relates in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9,  “We are hard pressed on every side, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed.” 

3. Yet God works in Paul’s life and in ours.  You have seen Him rescue you;  you’re still here. 
 

B. The ultimate trouble and sorrow we all face is not against flesh and blood. 
1. It is spiritual.  It is sin.  It is thoughts and actions that separated us from the source of life! 
2. Romans 3:23, “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 
3. Romans 6:23,  “For the wages of sin is death…” 
4. These are the cords of death that have entangled you!  This anguish of the grave is upon you. 
5. Satan has or has had a hold on you, and you need God’s help! 

 

C. As God raised Jesus from the dead,  He will also raise us with Jesus. 
1. READ: Psalm 116:4-10.,  “Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, save me!”   …  

…I believed; therefore I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 
2. Same spirit Paul is expressing in 2 Corinthians 4. 
3. Same spirit depicted in Romans; 

a. Romans 7:24-25,  “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 
death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

b. Romans 8:1,  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus…” 



4. In Christ, you have this rescue!  How can we NOT talk and tell people! 
 

If we understand the rescue God has done for us through Christ, then, by the same spirit that Paul and 
the Psalmist both express,… 

II. We Desire Thanksgiving To Overflow To The Glory Of God. 

A. Consider the appreciative Spirit expressed. 
1. People should see my thankfulness!  Know where my appreciation is directed! 
2. READ: Psalm 116:12-19. 
3. Paul asserts that folks are to see where the saving power is coming from!  2 Corinthians 4:7.,  

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us.”  That is why He / we willingly, eagerly serve and face / endure the trials 
and tribulations that come with being faithful to God! 

4. Are you so thankful to the Lord, or is salvation “old hat”, a non-entity of no value? 
5. Have any of us become so hardened that we cannot appreciate the gift? 
6. If someone donated a kidney to save your child could you ignore it and say, “Ah just doing normal 

thing, what they are supposed to do, nothing special there.” 
7. If someone paid all your debts and freed you from prison, would you forget about it the next day? 
8. If someone stepped in front of a bullet intended for you or exchanged places with you on your 

horrible deathbed, could you NOT feel thankful to them?  Could you NOT be appreciative? 
9. If Someone gave their life to set your son free from Iraqi prison beheading…? 

 

B. How can we ever repay the Lord? 
1. We can’t really, but we can try.  He paid a debt we could never pay. 

a. Sin is like owing 12 million dollars, so I sit in prison until it is paid, only I can’t earn any money in 
prison let alone that much, so I am trapped. 

b. Like dying because you need a kidney; simply cannot overcome it by yourself.  Need a donor! 
c. Christ is the Donor.  He gave his life for you.  Romans 3:23-26;  “…for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, 
24 

and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

25 
God presented him as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

26 
he did it to 

demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus.” 

2. Try by giving of our selves to Him!  Romans 12:1;  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship.” 

3. Try by fulfilling our vows to Him! 
a. What vows did you make in your baptism? 
b. 1 Peter 3:21;  “…and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the 

removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.…” 
c. This is a vow that He will be Lord of your life;  you will seek to serve Him. Learn to please Him, 

do what He indicates. 
d. This is a vow to keep your conscience clean;  (He gave His life to clean it!) 

 

C. Honor God by drawing the praise and thanksgiving of others to Him. 
1. 2 Corinthians 4:15!  “All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 

more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.” 
2. This is the spirit that moves and motivates those who know the rescue they have received. 
3. Matthew 5:16,  “…let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven.” 
4. If you realize what God has done for you on the cross, and continues to do in your life, you have 

to stand amazed.  When you are so amazed you have to tell others about it. 
 

So What? 

 Do you have the same beautiful and motivating spirit within you that was in King David?  
That was in the Apostle Paul and those with whom he worked and associated?  Do you realize 



what God has done in rescuing you from the cords of death that entangled you, from the 
anguish of the grave and from bondage to Satan and death?  Does your spirit move you to bring 
honor and thanks to Almighty God? 
 Then you have to speak out, and live for the purpose of demonstrating God’s goodness and 
mercy to others and lead them to also give God thanks with their lives. 

 
 
Closing Prayer: 

 
 
 
 
 



Therefore I Have Spoken 
2 Corinthians 4:13-15 

 
Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:13-15. Memory:  2 Corinthians 4:13 

“I_ i_ w_: ‘I  b_; t_ I  h_ s_.’.….” 

 
Our lips and lives should readily speak of God. 
 Reasons for speaking out about God! 

 
I. We know who rescues in time of need. 
A. Each of us experiences trouble and sorrow. 
 Psalm 116:1-3    2 Corinthians 4:8-9 

 
 
 
B. The ultimate trouble and sorrow we all face is not against flesh and blood. 
 Romans 3:23    Romans 6:23 

 
 
 
C. As God raised Jesus from the dead,  He will also raise us with Jesus. 
 Psalm 116:4-10    Romans 7:24-25    Romans 8:1 

 
 
 
II. We Desire Thanksgiving To Overflow To The Glory Of God. 

A. Consider the appreciative Spirit expressed. 
 Psalm 116:12-19    2 Corinthians 4:7 

 
 
 
B. How can we ever repay the Lord? 
 Romans 3:23-26    Romans 12:1    1 Peter 3:21 

 
 
 
C. Honor God by drawing the praise and thanksgiving of others to Him. 
 2 Corinthians 4:15    Matthew 5:16 

 
 
 
So What? 

 Speak out, and live for the purpose of demonstrating God’s goodness and mercy to others. 


