
What We Are Here For 
Topical 

 

Objective:  Help people understand their God-given role on planet earth, so they can do it well. 
Reading:  Revelation 4:9-11. 
Introduction: 

1. Do you know what you were created for?  Do you have any idea what you are supposed to be doing 
here on earth? 

2. Anxiety, fear, worry, depression stem in large part from not knowing what to do or concern that you 
are not doing what you need to be doing. 

3. Contentment, happiness, peace lie with knowing you are doing what you are supposed to be doing. 
 

We need to fulfill the purpose we were created for.  (WHAT?) 

 Consider what our intended, God given role is.  We need to serve the purpose we were 
created for.  Sister-in-law has sign;  “I’m not bossy, I just know what you are supposed to be 
doing.”  I don’t want to come across as “bossy”, but I have learned some things from Scripture 
that we are supposed to be doing; 
 

Basically and fundamentally, we ought to understand that we were created  

I. To bring praise to God’s glory. 
A. To praise Him.  To give Him praise. 

1. Ephesians 1:5-6,  “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, 
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to the praise of the glory of His grace, which 

He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”   
2. Ephesians 1:12,  “…to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the 

praise of His glory.” 
3. Ephesians 1:13-14,  “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, 
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who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 

God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.” 
4. Something we feel and render, and something we do. 

a. I will learn to recognize His “glory” and appreciate it.  His glory is seen in His works.  It is also 
seen in invisible things like love and honor and integrity and His working in people’s lives. 

b. The Apostle says of Jesus; “…we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”  What IS that “glory”?  

c. I will gather with others to praise His name. 
d. I will give Him thanks and honor for all the wonderful things I see.  For Creation.  For 

employment.  For relationships. 
 

B. Lead others to praise Him.  To bring Him praise. 
1. 2 Corinthians 4:13-15,  “But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I 

BELIEVED, THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe, therefore we also speak, 
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knowing 
that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with 
you. 
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For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more and 

more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.” 
2. If I believe, I need to be telling others of God’s grace.  It is supposed to be the essential result of 

faith.  If I really see what He has done, I can’t help but tell about it.  It is what we were created for. 
 

C. Even in unseen realms.  
1. Our bringing praise to His glory extends beyond people that we can see. 
2. Ephesians 3:10-12,  “…so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 

through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
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This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
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in 

whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.” 
3. When you are hurting.  Being tried and tested, even when no one is watching, know that rulers and 

authorities in heavenly places are watching.  Lead them to praise God as they see His grace, 
mercy, love, patient endurance, faithfulness and godliness alive and active in you. 



 

There is more.  We can be more specific.  We are here 

II. To do good works. Ephesians 2:10,  “
 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 
A. Works which God has already prepared for us to do. 

1. Some of these might be categorized – things God expects us to do as members of His church. 
2. Some are yours specifically.  You have a particular purpose.  You might be the only one who can 

lead your grandchild because of the relationship you have.  You might be the only one to speak 
truth to a particular person or to illustrate the generosity of God’s love and mercy to someone that 
no one else can relate to. 

3. Let’s talk about some of these good works; 
 

B. Strengthening others. 
1. Ephesians 4:11-16,  “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
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for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
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until we all attain to the unity of 

the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the 
stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
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As a result, we are no longer to be 

children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 

15 
but speaking the truth in love, 

we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
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from whom the 
whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up 
of itself in love.” 

2. Each individual is a joint in the body of Christ and is given something to use in building up the 
church.  What is it that you are intended to supply for the growth of the body? 

3. Is it encouragement?  Is it administration?  Is it grounds-keeping?  Is it charity? For Charlie 
Lawrence it was being “hall-monster” – monitored the hallway, but kids loved him. 

 

C. Benevolent deeds. 
1. Titus 3:14,  “Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, 

so that they will not be unfruitful.” 
2. What ARE some of those good deeds we are to engage in? God-like things! Unselfish love things. 
3. Caring for widows and orphans.  Bearing one another’s burdens. 
4. Providing bread, food, firewood, rides, mowing lawns, repairing steps or storm windows, plowing 

driveways – even when nobody else sees the need or hears the deed. 
 

D. Ambassadorship. 
1. Standing for Truth.  Living the Spirit.   
2. Here is one of those “good works” God prepared beforehand for you to do;  Matthew 5:16,  “Let 

your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.” 

3. Also includes being prepared in season and out of season to share God’s word – correct, rebuke 
and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 

4. Includes planning ways to share His Gospel;  considering how to stimulate one another to good 
deeds. 

 

One other thing I would assert from my own study of Scripture.  One of the primary things we are to be 
about in this life is 

III. To be made in His image. 
A. This was God’s intention from the Beginning. 

1. Genesis 1:27,  “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.” 

a. Not yet completed.  An on-going process. 
b. What IS His image?  Not physical, but spiritual. 
c. Love.  Purity.  Merciful.  Righteous.  



d. This is why we are urged to walk in the light as He is in the light and to live as children of light! 
e. If Christ died for your sanctification – what do you think you ought to be motivated toward? 

2. This therefore is what we are to be about. 
3. 1 John 3:3,  “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is 

pure.” 
a. Are you purifying yourself or are you content with old, perhaps dirty habits? 
b. Do you allow your heart, mind, feelings to dwell in places and on things that Christ would not? 
c. Does the purity of your soul identify you as a child of God or do you willingly continue in habits 

and pursuits that put you more in league with the Devil? 
d. Do you allow your heart to remain in rebellion to Him? 

4. If you call Him “Lord” it follows that you must cooperate with Him in this transformation. 
5. 1 Peter 1:14-16,  “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 

yours in your ignorance, 
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but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also 
in all your behavior; 
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because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 

 

B. We are to embody His Spirit. 
1. A temple.  Ephesians 2:21-22,  “…in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is 

growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 
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in whom you also are being built together into a 
dwelling of God in the Spirit.” 

2. This speaks to each of us as individuals.  To our obligation and purpose before God. 
3. It speaks to us as team members, body parts.  To our obligations. 
4. We individual Americans are not used to thinking in such terms, but in Christ we don’t belong only 

to ourselves, we belong to HIM and thus we also belong to each other!  Romans 12:4-5,  “For 
just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 
function, 
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so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 

another.” 
a. In essence, if you are isolating yourself, not participating as God intends, with the church and 

its efforts, you are not only robbing others but robbing God. 
b. Give to God what is rightfully His – your life and your effort. 
c. In a sense, it is you standing before God, and nobody else’s business – yet in a sense you are 

very much a part of the church and NOT intended to function apart from it or separate from it, 
but with it as a part of Christ’s body, the church.  This is what you were created for.  This is 
what you were saved for.  This is part of your role here on earth. 

5. Allow God to work with you, cooperate to really be cleansed by the blood of Christ, so God can 
dwell within you and work through you as part of the body of Christ! 

6. Jesus is the image of God.  Love in the flesh.  Truth in the flesh.  Righteousness and holiness in 
the flesh.  As Christians, we are to stand in the image and nature of Christ who looks like God, so 
to bring praise to His glory, people should look at you and see God.  Not the physical, but the 
spirit. 

 

So What? 

 This is our role, our task, our purpose for existence.  As individuals, as a church 
congregation, make sure you are serving the God-given purpose you were created for. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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 The purpose we were created for. 

 
 
I. To bring praise to God’s glory. 
A. To praise Him.  To give Him praise. 
 Ephesians 1:5-6    Ephesians 1:12    Ephesians 1:13-14 
 
 
B. Lead others to praise Him.  To bring Him praise. 2 Corinthians 4:13-15 
 
 
C. Even in unseen realms. Ephesians 3:10-12 
 
 
II. To do good works. Ephesians 2:10 
A. Works which God has already prepared for us to do. 
 
 
B. Strengthening others. Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
 
C. Benevolent deeds. Titus 3:14 
 
 
D. Ambassadorship. Matthew 5:16 
 
 
III. To be made in His image. 

A. This was God’s intention from the Beginning. 
 Genesis 1:27    1 John 3:3    1 Peter 1:14-16 
 
 
B. We are to embody His Spirit. Ephesians 2:21-22    Romans 12:4-5 
 
 
So What? 

 Make sure you are serving the purpose you were created for. 


