
Valid Love 
Topical 

 

Objective:  Help people understand nature of love that is genuine love. 
Reading:  Ephesians 5:1-2 ,  “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also 
loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” 
Introduction: 

1. People have many strange and varied ideas of what “love” is and how it manifests. 
2. For some, love entails romance and maybe sexual fantasies. 
3. For some loving me means you will do what I want, or you will let me do whatever I want. 
4. Some ideas of love are correct, some are much too narrow, some very selfish, some just plain wrong. 
5. If we as Christians, are to imitate God, Who IS love, then… 
 

We ought to understand the nature of genuine, unselfish love. (WHAT?) 

 The commandment / instruction that was read in this morning’s Scripture reading indicates 
that we are to imitate God and “walk in love”.  What is this “love” that stands in the very image 
and nature of God, that we are supposed to embody as His children? 
 I understand there are varied “loves”.  There is an erotic, romantic love. There is a 
“brotherly”.  There is a “love” that you may have for cake and ice cream.  There is also a pure 
and unselfish “love” that constitutes the very nature of God that we are to learn and embody and 
imitate.  Today, when I say “love” this godly, Biblical, love is what I am talking about. 
 Let’s identify and understand some aspects of love that people sometimes miss or don’t 

think about. 
 

The big difference between Biblical love and what is often expressed from a worldly standpoint is that 

I. Love concerns itself with others. 
A. This is one of the most fundamental principles of religion. 

1. The first and foremost matter is to love God.   “And He said to him, " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR MIND.' 

38 
"This is the great and foremost commandment.”  Matthew 22:37-38 This is 

another lesson. 
2. "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 

40  
"On these 

two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."    Matthew 22:39-40  The 
meaning of this, is more to my concern and intent today. 

3. Common human definition of love is often something that looks out for self and one’s own felt 
needs and desires, but such godly love … 

 

B. Is concerned for other people’s welfare. 
1. That’s why “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their distress…”   James 1:27 
2. Are folks hungry?  Abused?  Homeless?  Needy?  Spiritually lost and misdirected? 
3. James 2:8 teaches that the royal law according to Scripture is;  "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF", and elaborates on how this forbids showing of partiality or 
favoritism.  Love is as concerned about relating to the poor and wretched as it is with the wealthy 
and healthy. 

4. Such love that is in the nature of God, that we are supposed to learn to be and practice … 
 

C. Provides a supporting relationship with others. 
1. This nurturing, supportive aspect is summed up in “The Love Chapter”, 1 Corinthians 13. 
2. For clarity and explanation, lets hear it in ETV;  1 Corinthians 13:4-7,  “Love is patient and kind. 

Love is not jealous, it does not brag, and it is not proud. 
5 
Love is not rude, it is not selfish, 

and it cannot be made angry easily. Love does not remember wrongs done against it. 
6 

Love is never happy when others do wrong, but it is always happy with the truth. 
7 
Love 

never gives up on people. It never stops trusting, never loses hope, and never quits.” 
3. When a Pharisee, seeking to justify himself in regard to that second Commandment asked Jesus, 

“Who Is my neighbor?”  Jesus related the story of the Good Samaritan, which basically says 



that my neighbor, whom I am to love and relate to in this way is everybody and anybody that I 
encounter!  We are to love and behave this way towards our family and friends, our spouse and 
children,  folks we are mad at, and even strangers.  Jesus teaches we are even to love our 
enemies, and this is the sort of attitude and behavior He is talking about. 

 

A second concept of what such valid love does.   

II. Love honors and protects. 
A. Sacrifices for loved ones. 

1. John 15:12-13,  “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved 
you. 

13 
"Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” 

2. Demonstrated and fulfilled in God becoming flesh and giving His life in our place on the Cross. 
3. Embodied and illustrated in a husband caring for his wife;  Ephesians 5:25-29,  “Husbands, love 

your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 
26  

so that He 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

27  
that He 

might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

28 
So husbands ought also to love their 

own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 
29  

for no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the 
church,” 

4. Love that is in the spirit of Christ, considers others before self.  Thinks of them as more important 
that self.  Is this the kind of love you practice?   

5. Maybe the truth here is manifested in such simple things as who gets to hold the remote control?  
Do you watch guy movies or chick flicks?  Who gets to choose where the family eats when they 
go out?  What does the family do for “fun”?  What trivial things do you fight over?   

 

B. Provides for loved ones. 
1. Do you give of self to provide for other peoples needs?  Maybe even folks you don’t really like all 

that much!  Do you take time and patience and make effort to understand what those needs are? 
2. When you decide what to do on Sunday, are you thinking of what you like and enjoy, or what other 

people need for encouragement and spiritual support? 
3. Do you, like Christ, die to self in order to provide what other people need? 
4. Is the circle of whom you love in such a sacrificial way, limited to one or two people or does it 

include those who Jesus would call “your neighbor”? 
 

One area of difference between commonly held concepts of love and what the Bible teaches as a valid 
concept of love is that… 

III. Love disciplines. 

A. It seeks to warn and protect from danger. 
1. A parent who loves their children does NOT let little ones stick screw drivers in light sockets or 

play in busy streets. 
2. They make their babies sit car seats even thought the babies complain.  Why?  Love. 
3. Scripture indicates this is a show of love.  Such discipline is what love does.    Hebrews 12:5-6,  

“…MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT 
WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 

6 
FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE 

DISCIPLINES…" 
4. Love sets boundaries on what is acceptable behavior and what is not, based on what is beneficial 

for the one who is being loved, whether they agree at the moment or not.  And love enforces 
those boundaries and provides consequences if those boundaries are not observe! 

5. We even do that with our dogs!  That’s why they have those underground fences that provide a 
shock if the dog tries to eave the yard.  It is for their own safety! 

6. Familiar quote is Proverbs 13:24,  “He who withholds his rod hates his son, But he who loves 
him disciplines him diligently.” 

 

B. For character development and growth. 



1. Parents who love their kids, don’t let the kids decide whether to go to first grade or not – the 
parents decide and enforce the decisions because they know what is good for the child and the 
are practicing love. 

2. A parent who loves their children does not let them eat candy and soda for breakfast because they 
are concerned with the child’s health and growth.  Mental and physical health.  Shouldn’t they be 
equally concerned with spiritual health? 

3. What loving parent, who makes the kids go to school for the child’s development would let the 
child decide whether to go to church or not?  Isn’t the parent who loves them supposed to know 
best and provide beneficial and developmental discipline?  The idea of NOT guiding or directing 
children spiritually, but letting them choose when they get to be old enough – is NOT an 
expression of love. 

4. Love teaches and guides. Love shows them they Way. 
5. Love gives them the benefit of what you have learned from the school of hard knocks so they don’t 

have to go through all the same mistakes! 
 

One final aspect of love that goes along with disciple for protection, that ought to be mentioned is that 

IV. Love concerns itself with integrity and truth. 

A. Does not want loved ones misled. 
1. You don’t want anyone you love to be taken advantage of.  You warn them of scandals and 

scams. 
2. You warn them of false advertising or of individuals who will mislead them or take advantage of 

them. 
3. You want them to hang with people who will be faithful and “true” to them.  You don’t want your 

child dating or uniting with someone who is unfaithful and gives a “story” that is not “really” true. 
 

B. This pertains to God’s Word –which is truth. 
1. 2 John 1:5-6,  “Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new 

commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one 
another. 

6 
And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the 

commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.” 
2. “Love covers a multitude of sins” – meaning that it continues to bear with and work with folks, but it 

does not turn a blind eye when folks distort, twist or negate God’s Word. 
3. Love urges people to holding to God’s commandments and instructions.   
4. It is common in our time to think that love accepts everything, tolerates everything and everything 

is acceptable, but that is not true.  Love teaches truth!  It urges loved ones to obedience and 
faithfulness to God’s Word – which is truth! 

5. It warns about those who distort truth.  It refuses to distort truth itself. 
6. Love sets boundaries of what is right and acceptable and what is not, based on God’s Word.  It 

calls sin, “sin”.  It corrects and admonishes, with gentleness and reverence, but with clarity and 
firmness and often with tears. 

 

So What? 

 Here is the question; do you practice love as the world teaches, or as God embodies 
and defines it?  Is your concept  and practice of ”love” a selfish and unhelpful thing, or is 
it nourishing and fulfilling to other’s benefit as it should be?   
 The encouragement and urging this morning is to embody and practice a genuine 
love. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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So What? 
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