
Responding Like Christ 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

 

Objective:  @ to understand what sort of conduct ought to characterize a Christian. 

Reading:  1 Peter 3:8-12. 

Introduction: 

1. We face conflicts in this life.  From “friends”, co-workers, neighbors, enemies, even family members. 
2. Some conflicts might be simple disagreements, some might involve anger or even “persecutions”.  
3. Often, when we have a problem in our human relationships we tend to get back at them, or somehow 

abuse them.  It is “natural” to respond to such situations with conduct that is more like Satan than like 
God.  How should we deal with such struggles?  Simple answer is WWJD;   I know that… 

We need to face conflicts as Jesus would.  (HOW?) 

 But sometimes we need more specifics.  In 1 Peter, the Apostle Peter has been 
telling Christians how to accomplish the goals of Christianity in a world that is often 
difficult and opposed to them.  He has been reminding them to expect conflicts and 
sufferings, reminding them of who we are as Christians and of our ultimate purpose in 
Christ, of our hope and holiness.  In 1 Peter 3:8-12 he summarizes what all of this 
means as it plays out in how to respond to conflicts so as to honor our calling as 
Christians. 
 

In verse 8,  the Apostle describes what we might call simple basic 

I. Simple, basic, holy conduct; 1 Peter 3:8,  “To sum up, all of you be harmonious, 

sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit…” 

A. Actively seek “harmony”. 
1. ()  Literally; “be of one mind” or to “think together”.  Seeking mutual understanding in a 

common goal. 
2. Being agreeable and sensitive to each other’s concerns.  Thinking of other’s needs. 
3. NOT saying to join them in shouting matches or sinful behavior, but to seek a basis for harmony. 
4. Are you a teammate, seeking to solve problems and disputes in a harmonious way?  To work 

with people in whatever the issue is.  Whether it be with your spouse or your child or even a 
vengeful neighbor, seek to live together and work together at problems. 

5. Romans 12:18,  “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.” 
6. Unity and harmony comes from sharing a common goal, purpose. 
7. In church;  do you share goals?  Are you intent on seeing the body accomplish the same 

objectives, or are you working in a different direction than other people? 
8. Family;  do you share goals?  Are you intent on seeing the body accomplish the same 

objectives, or are you working in a different direction than everyone else? 
9. At work,  in your circle of friends … 
10. This harmonious attitude is illustrated in King James translation of “one accord”. 

a. Acts 2:1 (KJV),  “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.” 

b. Acts 2:46 (KJV),  “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart,” 

c. Not just together not just physically, but emotionally and  spiritually, intent on same purpose. 
11. Consider the same concept in Christ’s prayer for us as He was about to go to the Cross: 

a. John 17:21-23, “…that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, 
that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

22
"The 

glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We 
are one; 

23
I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the 

world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” 
b. Acts 4:32a is the fulfillment of that prayer in the first century.  “And the congregation of 

those who believed were of one heart and soul …”  We need to also fulfill that prayer. 
12. Satan divides.  Christ unites.  Christianity is supposed to restore Unity. 

 



B. Seek to be “sympathetic”. 
1. “Feel” what those other folks feel.  Try to understand what they are going through. 

a. What made my wife snap at me?  Is she just contentious or is something else going on?  Is 
she extra tired?  Health problems?  Offended by my negligence of something? 

b. Maybe that guy acts like a bear with a sore tooth – because he has a sore tooth! 
c. Why did my friend answer me with a hostile expression?  Did I come across as arrogant? 
d. Why does that person always try to put me down?  Jealous?  Do I make them see their sin? 
e. Jesus knew the hearts of all men.  We can to try to see what motivates their heart. 

2. Sympathetic means to “feel” what they feel.  That is, to share their emotions and experiences. 
a. Their excitement over being in the school play.  Their grief over having a child who is ill. 
b. 1 Corinthians 12:26 depicts this as appropriate in congregational life;  “And if one member 

suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members 
rejoice with it.”  We should seek to understand and relate to members. 

c. Romans 12:15, (with all) “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep.” 

3. Put yourself in their shoes.  The old Indian saying of walking a mile in their moccasins, was right. 
 

C. Seek to be “brotherly” 
1. Literally; (;  “be full of brotherly love”)  There is a feeling of love and affection you 

should have for a brother.  Sometimes human brothers fight, but what is in mind here is the way 
they stand together and help each other in the face of opposition.  When your brother is in 
trouble, you help. 

2. Pertains to all relationships, but the primary emphasis here is on church relationships. 
a. Are Christians this kind of special to you?  We are supposed to be a family!  Brothers! 
b. Do you know when members are in need of help, encouragement?  Do you care as brothers 

ought to care for brothers? 
3. Galatians 6:10,  “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 

especially to those who are of the household of the faith.”  These are “brothers”! 
 

D. Seek to be “kindhearted”. 
1. (; literal translation is “be good hearted”  NIV = “Be compassionate” 
2. Means to be generous, desirous of serving, helping and honoring others.   
3. What was the second greatest commandment?  “Love your neighbor as your self”!?!? 
4. In everything!  Is this how your friends would describe you?  Classmates at school?  Spouse?  

Work-mates?  Kids? 
5. Or are you rather harsh and unfeeling?  Do you ignore other’s problems?  “They got into that 

situation, let them get themselves out”,  is not compassionate. 
6. This word describes someone who really cares about people! 

 

E. Seek to be “humble in spirit”. 
1.  ();  “be humble of mind”  Has to do with your way of thinking.  “Meek spirited.” 

a. Word is sometimes translated as “gentle”, sometimes as “humble” Sometimes as “meek”. 
b. Matthew 5:5,  “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.” 

2. It is the opposite of haughty or arrogant.  Means not prideful.  (We probably have all experienced 
the problems pride often causes.) 
a. “Nobody is going to do that to ME and get away with it!”  Is not humble. Doesn’t lead to unity. 
b. “Who does she think she is anyway?”  “I’ll knock her down a peg or two.”  “I’ll put her in her 

place”  (And thus elevate myself?)  Are not “humble”, not Christ-like behaviors. 
c. Romans 12:16,  “Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, 

but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.”  Do not think too 
highly of yourself. 

d. Christ came to serve, not be served.  When folks are nasty to you, are you still here to serve? 
e. Moses is described as being the most “humble” person that ever lived. 

 

A second elaboration in verse 9, has more to do with how not to act.  Christ never retaliated when people 
did evil to Him, and if we claim to be Christian, we too, must learn and 

II. Practice non-retaliation;  1 Peter 3:9,  “…not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but 



giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a 
blessing.” 
A. No “pay-backs”. 

1. Love never reaches out purposely to hurt anyone.  Hurting them is NOT the best way to teach 
them a lesson and have a good outcome. 

2. Do not kick your sister.  Don’t get back at her.  No physical retaliation. 
3. No verbal abuse either. Name calling, insults, quick comebacks that cut, degrading remarks, 

talking behind their back, whispering because you know it bothers them. 
4. Abuse can also be in tone of voice.  Not always what you say, but how you say it. 

 

B. Never do “mean” things. 
1. The Lord is opposed to those who practice evil, but smiles on those who do good.   
2. 1 Peter 3:12 ,  “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS 

EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE 
WHO DO EVIL." 

3. Christ set the example for us to follow in conflicts and tribulations;  1 Peter 2:21-23,  “For you 
have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in His steps, 

22
WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY 

DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
23

and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously”  We ought to do just what Jesus did when others did things to hurt Him. 

4. Like Christ, determine to… 
 

C. Repay their actions with “blessings”. 
1. Won’t that surprise them! 
2. Evil is not in your Christian tool bag.  All we have available to use and fight with is Good and 

Love! 
a. When they do evil, You compliment them; you do them good, do a kindness, a favor. 
b. Christ died for them instead of retaliating.  He prayed that they would be forgiven. 
c. When that guy is flying off the handle, instead of cursing him back, ask gently, “Slow down a 

little, so I can understand”!  “Sorry you are so angry, what should I have done different?” 
3. To “bless” is actually to “extend the favor of God to them”. 

a. The bottom line of that means salvation. 
b. Our ultimate goal is their conversion to Christ.  Do something to lead them to Christ!  Do 

something to let them see Christ in you!. 
c. If they are already Christian, help them grow and become more Christ-like. 
d. These goals are accomplished by blessings, Bringing a soul to Christ is never accomplished 

by a Christian engaging in evil. 
 

So What?: 

 As you struggle through life’s conflicts, remember that you are a Christian.  Be like 
Christ, who suffered and died to accomplish His purpose, and was raised again.  Are 
you willing to suffer and die in imitation of Him in your every-day life-relationships?  
This is what it means to be “in Christ”.  1 Peter 3:9,  “not returning evil for evil or insult 
for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that 

you might inherit a blessing.”  It is essential to be “in Christ” in order to get to heaven 
and be with God.  It is essential to behave like Christ to accomplish our Christian 
purpose and to inherit a blessing. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
 



Responding Like Christ 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

 
Reading:  1 Peter 3:8-12. 

 
We need to face conflicts as Jesus would. 
 How to respond to conflicts so as to honor our calling as Christians. 
 
 
 
I. Simple, basic, holy conduct; 1 Peter 3:8 

A. Actively seek “harmony”. 
 Romans 12:18    Acts 2:1    Acts 2:46    John 17:21-23    Acts 4:32a 
 
 
B. Seek to be “sympathetic”. 
 1 Corinthians 12:26    Romans 12:15 
 
 
C. Seek to be “brotherly” 
 Galatians 6:10 
 
 
D. Seek to be “kindhearted”. 
 
 
E. Seek to be “humble in spirit”. 
 Matthew 5:5    Romans 12:16 
 
 
 
II. Practice non-retaliation; 1 Peter 3:9 
A. No “pay-backs”. 
 
 
B. Never do “mean” things. 
 1 Peter 3:12    1 Peter 2:21-23 
 
 
C. Repay their actions with “blessings”. 
 
 
 
So What?: 

 Behave like Christ to accomplish our Christian purpose. 


