
The Love Motive 
1 John 4:19 

 

Objective:  Inspire each to live worthy of God’s love that He has already demonstrated. 
Reading:  1 John 4:15-21. 
Introduction: 

1. If I could spend 20 minutes with someone and there was one thing that I could communicate to them 
pertaining to religion and spirituality, it would be the concept of love. 

2. As I understand the Bible, the will of God and the Gospel message and its expectations, everything 
that really matters stems from a true and valid concept of love. 

3. For proper relationship with God, the thing that I would attempt to get across to folks is that 
 

We ought to be moved by God’s love for us.  (HOW?) 

 Certainly the Bible is adamant about our being saved by “faith”.  There is also ample stress 
on “grace”, on “duty” and “obedience” to commandments.  All these things are Biblical and of 
vital importance, but they all relate best from an inner motivation of love.  Consider with me, how 
love relates to all of God’s expectations on man. 
 

The greatest motivational factor for Christianity, and sometimes the most difficult thing for folks to grasp is 
the extent to which God loves them.  The point here is that  

I. Realizing God’s love for you is motivational. 
A. God’s love is the reason for us to love. 

1. Very simple.  But profound and important;  1 John 4:19,  “We love, because He first loved us.” 
2. What is the reason for God to love me?  Why would God love me?  Consider … 

a. Well, because He made us.  Undoubtedly - I like things I make! 
b. Simply the nature of God!  1 John 4:8, says it simply;  “…God is love.” 
c. So much so that He even loved us while we were yet enemies.  While we were lost, 

misbehaving, doing ungodly things, He reached out and demonstrated His love by sending 
Christ to rescue us! 

d. When One loves you intensely, it is hard to ignore.  It generates a positive response. 
3. God’s love is not just general, it extends to and relates to you personally! 

a. Here is where the children’s song fits in - “Jesus loves me, this I know ….” 
b. Make it personal.  Make it relational.  Be amazed - because it is amazing! 
c. The Creator of all things, the God who spoke the universe into existence. The Lord of all lords 

and the King over all kings ever - loves me.  And you. 
 

B. Consider the prime illustration. 
1. The depth of love that would die for you - That God, himself would become flesh and give His life 

in your place.  Maybe more than that is the idea of giving your only begotten to die on a cross. 
2. This is verses 9-10 of today’s passage;  1 John 4:9-10,  “By this the love of God was 

manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. 

10 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  Imagine loving so much that you would send your 
only begotten to be a payment for their sins!?? 

3. Probably more familiar with it from John 3:16-17,  “For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
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"For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might 
be saved through Him.”  God had one child and gave Him to save me!  Maybe I should serve 
Him as a son - if we all did, He could have many children. 

4. Consider the confidence and security that God’s love toward you should generate;  Romans 8:31-
32,  “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

32 
He who 

did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him 
freely give us all things?”   What could one need when loved like that by God?  What could one 
fear when loved like that by the one true and living God?  

a. Surely not any tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or even famine, nakedness, peril, or 
sword. 



b. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor any powers, nothing that is present or future, not height, 
or depth, nor any created thing.  I can live by faith because God loves me. 

5. Much as we try, we will probably never grasp the full extent of God’s love for us; as Paul prays in 
Ephesians 3:17-19,  “ that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18 
may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
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and 
to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 
fullness of God.”  It surpasses knowledge, but we can be impacted by it’s incredible nature and 
extent.  The Apostle is urging them to not discount it.  Don’t ever forget it.  It is fundamental and 
motivational!  Getting a grip on God’s love for you is what enables you to be filled to all the 
fullness of God - to become and be what God intends and wants you to be! 

 

C. Such love warrants and generates a response. 
1. Grasping how much god loves you should move you to trust Him.  That is “faith”! 
2. Such faith moves us to do whatever God indicates we should do - whether we understand it, 

whether it corresponds with our own thinking or not, because we know how much He loves us 
and so we can trust Him.  That is service.  And obedience. 

3. Feeling , comprehending His love moves us to want to reciprocate.  To love Him back.  To serve 
Him and do for Him.  To please Him, to comply with His wishes, to seek to know Him better.  To 
bring praise and glory and honor to His name. 

4. It moves us from outward obedience to obedience from the heart!  That is the spirit God is looking 
for from His children! 

 

Today’s verse, again, teaches that  “We love, because He first loved us.”  Thus, those who grasp that 
God first loved them, will also love.  Those who realize God’s love, 

II. Respond to God’s love.  (in a couple of significant ways.  First,) 
A. By loving God. 

1. Folks are moved to serve, not half heartedly or hesitantly out of fear, but eagerly and whole 
heartedly because they come to love God and they serve Him out of love. 

2. 1 John 4:18,  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.” 

3. Become “perfected” – complete!  What you are intended by the Creator to become. 
4. What is it that God is really looking for?  What does Jesus say is the most significant 

commandment of all;  Matthew 22:37-38,  "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 
ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 

38 
"This is 

the great and foremost commandment.” 
5. The core, the motive, the essence of everything really important is thus summed up. 
6. Such basically summarized the first few of the Ten Commandments! 

a. Have no other God’s before me. 
b. Do not give your worship to idols. 
c. Do not take the name of the Lord in vain. 
d. Remember the Lord’s day and keep it holy. 

7. It motivates such things as personal service, personal obedience, personal sacrifice, imitating Him 
Who first loved us, purifying ourselves to be like Him and to bring Him pleasure, glory and honor. 

8. And it relates to the second commandment as well;  Matthew 22:39-40,  "The second is like it, 
'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 

40 
"On these two commandments 

depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 
9. When people begin to comprehend the extent and nature of God’s love, they respond with love, 

not only for God, but for what He created and what is His, hence they respond … 
 

B. By loving other people. 
1. Here is the fulfillment of the rest of the Ten Commandments.  They basically have to do with God’s 

will regarding how we treat other people.  This truth is related in Romans 13:8-10,  “Owe nothing 
to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 
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For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL 
NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, it is 



summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 
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Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” 

a. How can I commit adultery if I really love people that God created? 
b. How could I steal from you if I really love you? 
c. How can I ‘covet” your things if I really love you? 
d. How could I “bear false witness” - lie about you if I really love you? 
e. Such love orientation enables right behavior from the heart, without even being told.  And it 

becomes not a set of rules to live by, but the very nature of me - the spirit I live by. 
f. Such love is what inspires us on to dwell on “whatever is true, or honorable, or right, and pure, 

and lovely, or of good repute, Things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” 
2. If I grasp God’s love for me, and love God in return, then I am moved to love what is His (including 

you) and to take good care of you. 
3. If I grasp God’s love and live in imitation of His love and nature as a child of god, I will not only 

refuse to do anything wrong, but I am moved to go out of my way to do good to you and others.  
Paul points this out in Galatians 6:2,  “Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law 
of Christ.” 

a. Love is what prompts us to reach out to others with the Gospel 
b. Love is what prompts us to come to the assembly to encourage and inspire one another. 
c. Love is what prompts us to put money in the collection basket, to provide bread for the poor. 
d. Love is what prompts us to gently seek to correct one another.  To “admonish the unruly, 

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.” 
e. To do otherwise is selfish - not loving. 

4. If I am motivated to do anything sinful or wicked, it is because I do not really love. 
a. If I really love someone, I will honor them and keep their soul pure and honor them by marrying 

them BEFORE engaging them in sex. 
b. To do otherwise is selfish - not loving. 

 

So What? 

 What if everyone loved as God loved?  What would this world be like?  What if 
everyone you ever encountered loved you with the same love that God has for you - 
what a wonderful world that would be!  Maybe we can’t expect that in this life.  Maybe 
that won’t happen before Christ’s return?  But it can happen to individuals.  It can 
happen to you!  Turn to God and ask Him to enlighten your heart, to reveal His love to 
your understanding.  Open yourself us to know the love of God and to imitate it, and all 
the commandments and purpose of the Law will fall into place.  Ask God to reveal His 
love to you. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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