
The Spirit In Our Lives 
1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Objective:  Teach how to genuinely follow and manifest the Holy Spirit. 
Reading:  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Introduction: 

1. How do I KNOW that I am being led by the Spirit?  Early Christians were endowed with what I will 
term “charismata”.  The ability to speak in tongues, languages they never studied, to know things they 
had no earthly way of knowing.  To perform healings.  What happens when “charismata” are not here 
to guide us?  What happens if we are not endowed with something we think we need?   

2. Are such “charismata” a guarantee of spirituality anyhow?  The Corinthians have the “charismata”, 
but it is quite obvious from the discussion of Chapter 12 (and 14) that some of them at least are not 
really walking an appropriate spiritual walk.   

3. The “charismata” are or were a “present time” phenomena.  How long will they be around and 
available is a debatable question that God seems to have left open, but notice that; 
a. They are intended to pass away, (1 Corinthians 13:8,  “… if there are gifts of prophecy, they 

will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be 
done away.”) 

b. They are partial things, (1 Corinthians 13:9,  “For we know in part and we prophesy in part;”) 
c. They belong to the present time only. (1 Corinthians 13:10-12,  “but when the perfect comes, 

the partial will be done away. 
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When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a 
child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 
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For now 

we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully 
just as I also have been fully known.”)  Something other to look forward to. 

4. The “charismata” were and are good if and where they are present today.  But they are not the final 
answer or even a full disclosure.  There are things even those with “gifts” don’t see clearly or fully. 

5. Even with the “charismata”, there is a need for something more, something greater, for fuller 
guidance and direction, some  fuller concept of and guide to spiritual maturity. 

 

We need to know how to walk by the spirit.  (HOW?) 

 How do I know that I am walking a genuinely appropriate spiritual path (with or 
without the “charismata”)?  How do we proceed when we are not told specifically what is 
the right thing to do or think or feel? 
 We need something to focus on that will always be important to our thinking right, 
acting right, proceeding right and being genuinely spiritual.  The Apostle lays this out in 
1 Corinthians 13:13.  These there things “remain”, that is, three things that endure and 
are always important, always there to guide us and lead us in our spiritual walk even 
when other resources are not given to us.  These are faith, hope and love.  These three 
with always be right guides and will always exhibit the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Here 
are three reliable guides to always direct the church and our personal Christian lives for 
genuine spirituality. 
 

The first he mentions is 

I. Faith.  () 
A. A “trust” in God. 

1. I know there is a God.  I trust Him completely and implicitly. 
2. The One who spoke the universe into existence is real, alive and powerful.  He is still in control. 
3. He is holiness and righteousness and goodness.  He is the One to follow.  Always. 
4. If such faith governs our lives, we will live and act in accord with the Spirit God is looking for. 

a. Romans 1:17,  “For in it (the Gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

b. 1 Peter 1:9,  “obtaining as the outcome of your faith (that is, such “trust”) the salvation of 
your souls.” 

 

B. Christian doesn’t have to understand everything. 



1. Just that God has it all under control, and so those who trust Him win in the end. 
2. I don’t understand how a lot of things work.  Why these illnesses?  Why so many apparent 

failures?  Why was Paul allowed to be arrested?  Why was Stephen stoned? 
3. I know He not only wins in the end, but I know He also has my good at heart. 

a. Maybe He is grooming me for something special? 
b. Maybe I am needing to learn some lessons, so He allows things to “transform” me. 
c. Maybe I need to grow in “patience” so He allows these tribulations at work or at home. 

4. I trust He has my good at heart.  So I am ready and willing to be used by Him. 
a. As Jesus was, even at the Cross. 
b. As Paul was;  ( “imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. Five 

times he received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times beaten with rods, once he 
was stoned and left for dead, three times shipwrecked.  He speaks of frequent journeys, in 
dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from countrymen, dangers from the 
Gentiles, dangers in the city and in the wilderness,  dangers among false brethren; many 
sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. In addition  
and apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure of concern for all the 
churches.”) 

5. 2 Timothy 1:12,  “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know 
whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to 
Him until that day.” 

6. What will enable you to stand righteous and true in action and in spirit when the going gets tough? 
7. What will enable you to manifest the Spirit of God in the difficult times?  Faith.  I don’t understand a 

lot of things.  God does.  But I understand that He is Good and Holy and that He loves me more 
than I can imagine.  This… 

 

C. Enables a Christian to stand right in any situation. 
1. Revelation 12:11,  “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because 

of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.”  
Willing and able to stand and endure even in the face of death. 

2. Philippians 4:13,  “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 
3. Being obedient to God’s will or in any Biblical doctrine is no problem if a Christian really has faith. 

 

Such trust ties in to the second item which is 

II. Hope.  () 
A. Christians should have great expectations. 

1. They know God is working out good things that they cannot yet see or understand. 
2. Romans 8:24-25,  “For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 

who hopes for what he already sees? 
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But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it.” 

3. We trust that God is absolutely in control, so Christians should expect success in efforts. 
a. In projects we do for God.  We should step out on faith with big projects and gallant efforts.  In 

sending missionaries, in personal evangelistic efforts.  In overcoming marriage or family 
problems,  sins and addictions, in recovering from problems, tragedies and disasters. 

b. Christians ought to dream big and know that all things are possible because God is at work 
with us.  Just look at how He granted success repeatedly in the face of obvious failure 
throughout the Book of Acts.  HOPE in God will give us the right spirit.  We can see throughout 
the Old and New Testaments, when God is with someone, they succeed. 

 

B. God is working out great things. 
1. Christians expect to be rescued from present tribulations.  If not, there is a good reason for such 

hard things and they are willing to serve God in them because they expect good things are being 
worked out. 

2. Romans 8:18,  “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”  Whatever goes on here, there is good 
stuff to come. 



3. Even if it seems like we loose at this time, here in this life, Christians should expect heaven;  
Revelations 22:3-5,  “There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 
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they will see His face, and His 

name will be on their foreheads. 
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And there will no longer be any night; and they will not 

have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine 
them; and they will reign forever and ever.” 

4. We expect that God is working out things in world history, in national politics and in our personal 
lives.  He is engaging in spiritual warfare and we can be confident that He will win!  We have 
good things to look forward to and this keeps us going with the right spirit. 

 

The third and most important of all for spiritual guidance and maturity is 

III. Love.  () 

A. Christians love God. 
1. This is what it is all about.  This is what everything is all about. 
2. Matthew 22:37-40,  “…'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 

AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 
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"This is the great and 
foremost commandment. 

39
"The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.' 
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"On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."” 
3. Here is heartfelt motivation to seek out God, to understand what He is about.  To know Him better. 
4. Here is heartfelt motivation to obey all doctrine and to monitor our language and actions and 

motives. 
5. Here is heartfelt motivation to serve Him and bring Him glory no matter what it entails. 

 

B. Christians love those whom God loves. 
1. Romans 13:8-10,  “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his 

neighbor has fulfilled the law. 
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For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU 

SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is 
any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 
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Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfillment of the law.” 
2. Here is heartfelt motivation to treat other souls, friends, strangers or enemies in kindness as God 

loved creation. 
3. Here is heartfelt motivation to reach out to the poor, the lonely, the oppressed and share God’s 

love with them. 
4. Here is heartfelt motivation to rid oneself of any jealousies or covetousness or malice. 
5. Here is heartfelt motivation to evangelize.  Here is what puts our spirits in line with God’s spirit 

because God IS love! 
 

C. Christians know they are loved by God. 
1. So Christians serve God eagerly and sacrificially. Striving to grow and become like Him. 
2. To serve Him with serenity.  With no complaining or grumbling.  Because if there are struggles 

they have a good cause and purpose and we can determine to glorify God in them. 
 

So What? 

 Evidence of people having the Holy Spirit in their lives is NOT necessarily the 
manifestation of “charismata”, or that they can win debates about doctrine or that they 
have all the policies and procedures meticulously correct. People can have all that and 
still not be spiritual or spiritually mature.  The Holy Spirit will be evidenced in Christians 
when their lives are genuinely characterized by and molded by faith, hope and love. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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