
Get Right, Right Now! 
2 Peter 3:8-10 

 

Objective:  Motivate each to repent and turn their lives over to Christ immediately. 

Reading:.  2 Peter 3:1-14. 

Memory:  2 Peter 3:11-12,  “Y_ o_ t_ l_ h_ a_ g_ l_ a_ y_ l_ f_ t_ t_ d_ o_ G_ a_ s_ i_ c_.” 

Introduction: 

1. Can you imagine the return of Christ? Scripture teaches that no one knows the time, not even the 
angels, but that it will come suddenly upon us.   
a. Two will be working together, one will be taken and the other left.   
b. The Lord will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.   
c. The Lord will send out his angels, to weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all 

who do evil. They will be thrown into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.  The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

2. Will Christ’s return be good for you?  (Depends on what you are doing and what is in your heart, …) 
3. If I could just know when He is comining, I could get ready …  The truth is, we can NOT know the 

time of His return.  It could be any moment.  Could be NOW! 
 

We need to get right before God, right now.  (WHY?) 
 Someone said, “If you stay ready, you never have to get ready.”  That is what is needed 

here.  To get ready now and stay ready.  In today’s passage, the Apostle Peter makes it clear 

that our expectation of Christ’s return is motivation for each of us to examine oursleves now, 

our hearts and behaviour to be found blameless and at peace with Him every moment, starting 

right now. 
 

Understand that we cannot schedule our final examination by Him, because: 

I. God does not operate on our schedule.  2 Peter 3:8,  “But do not forget this one thing, 

dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 

A. God is not late in keeping His promises (or His threats). 
1. He has said He will bring about Judgment.  It is guaranteed that He will. 
2. We thought it would have come long ago; Maybe He forgot?  Maybe He changed His mind?  No. 
3. We would like to know exactly so we can pencil it in to our calendars and be ready for it. 

a. Maybe after I have a little sinful pleasure for myself? 
b. Maybe there are some things I want to do before I concentrate on getting right with God? 
c. Maybe I have some other things that have a higher priority than God in my life right now? 
d. Maybe after I work some revenge, spread some gossip, tell a few lies, … 

4. No.  The time to get right with God is now.  Hebrews 3:12-13, puts the same warning this way; 
“See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 
the living God. 

13
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that 

none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.”  Don’t wait for tomorrow! 
 

B. His timing will be perfect for what He wants. 
1. He will know what you are made of.  He will know where your heart and your commitments are. 
2. If you could schedule it, you could fake it.  Like people getting to work because they know 

exacltly when the boss is coming.  Like the class getting bsack in their seats because somebody 
is on watch to say, “Teacher’s coming”! 

3. You could act godly at just the right time.  You could make sure that when He arrived for 
Judgment He would find you loving people, helping widows and orphans and being generous, 
instead of being selfish or talking bad about someone. 

4. The “Day of the Lord”, will come at precisely the right timing;   When God is ready. When it is 
obvious what sort of person you are and where your genuine devotion is. 

 

Understand that God has His own way of dealing with things, including the final Judgment Day.  We can 
appreciate that the END has not already come, otherwise I (we) might have been caught off guard 



already.  I’m glad that God is patient!  We need to understand the delay of the “End” is an indication of 
God’s heart toward us;  He has held off this long, simply because… 

II. God is not wishing for any to perish.  2 Peter 3:9,  “The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.” 

A. Concern for souls is why He is delaying the end of the world. 
1. He could have come and ended it all yesterday.  10 yrs. ago,  1,000 yrs. ago. 
2. Think of how long He waited last time when He destroyed the world with Flood.  1 Peter 3:20,  

says,  “…God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.” 
3. How about His judgment on Egypt, with the 10 plagues;  Exodus 9:15,  “For by now I could 

have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would 
have wiped you off the earth.”  He was giving time for them to learn and come around. 

 

B. God’s heart is clearly revealed from several other Bible passages as well. 
1. See what it says in 1 Timothy 2:1-4,  “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 
2
for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
3
This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, 
4
who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of 

the truth.” 
2. Even in the Old Testament it was clear:  In Ezekiel 18:31, God says,  “Rid yourselves of all the 

offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O 
house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign 
LORD. Repent and live!”  He is warning them, giving them time to get a new heart and spirit. 

3. How can we not love and serve such a loving God?  So much love for us that He gave His only 
begotten Son to provide a way. 

 

C. Many folks have a wrong idea of God and His “program”. 
1. Some think God is a vengeful monster, hoping to trap as many as He can by surprise. 
2. Some think God has set up a system with a deadline and really doesn’t care what happens. 
3. Fact is; we can hurry it along according to 2 Peter 3:11-12.  “Since everything will be 

destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and 
godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will 
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.” 

4. God is actually waiting, watching, giving as many as much of a chance to repent as He can. 
5. God is very patient, but His judgment will come.  Like a kindly bus driver who waits until sure no 

one else is getting on, but then finally does leave.  We had better stop playing, stop delaying 
NOW because the bus will leave! 

 

God is not wishing for any to perish, but we still had better put off all sinfulness NOW because: 

III. The “Day of the Lord” will come.  2 Peter 3:10,  “But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything in it will be laid bare.” 

A. Wrath and judgment upon sinners. 
1. To those left behind because they did not “get on the bus.” 
2. To those who heard something about salvation in Christ, but didn’t care enough to look into it. 
3. To those who were too busy with life or too apatheic about spirituality to care.   
4. 2 Thessalonians 2:10, says “They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be 

saved.” 
a. Truth is folks must repent of sins to be saved. 
b. Truth is folks must receive and house the Spirit of Christ to be saved. 
c. Truth is folks must come to Christ to be saved. 

5. The bus is leaving at any moment.  This is your chance to get on! 
6. This world is therealm of Satan, and it will be destroyed.  There will be judgment.  There will be 

“Weeping and gnashing of teeth…” for those not faithful in Christ. 
 



B. A time of mercy and salvation to Christians. 
1. Christians are not just putting on airs.  They are folks who really do love the Lord with all their 

heart all their soul and all their mind.  And are actively seeking to please Him. 
2. Christians are repentant believers in Christ who have been washed of their sins in baptism.  They 

were sinners, they have now put all that sin aside.  They have been washed.  They have been 
sanctified, They have been justified in Christ, Jesus. 

3. They belong to God in Christ.  They have died to self and Christ is the Spirit living in them. 
4. Christians are forgiven by the blood of Christ and live in a new covenant relationship with God 

through Christ, so they the promise of salvation. 
5. Can you imagine facing the “Day of the Lord” without the promise of salvation? 

 

C. The arrival of the “Day” will definitely surprise you. 
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3,  “Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to 

you, 
2
for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

3
While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as 

labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” 
2. When folks least expect it.  Date is not scheduled.  It is God-Designed to catch you off guard. 
3. Some will be at work, arguing over the phone.  Some will be at home, gossiping with a friend 

over coffee.  Entertaining lustful thoughts, deceiving people,  Some at school, some changing 
diapers, mopping floors, cooking a meal, watching the soaps. 

4. Where will it surprise you?  What will you be doing?  
a. Sleeping innocently?   Totally concentrating on bringing God honor?  Immitating Christ? 
b. In the midst of some deceit?   Using coarse and vulgar language?   About to deliver the punch 

line on a dirty joke?   Eyeballs bulging with lust after someone who is not your spouse? 
5. All earthly treasures will disintegrate.  Cars,  mountains,  lakes,  streams,  meadows,  streets,  

Walmart,  the Mall,  TV set,  bank account,  even your sneakers will be toast.  The stereo you 
were fighting over last night - poof! 

6. Only the things that are real will be left;  your soul.      What happens to it is up to you right now. 
 

So What?: 

 If you knew you had only 10 minutes left before Final Judgement, what would you do?  

Repent of something?  Apologize for something?  Obey the Lord’s instruction to be baptized 

for the forgiveness of sins?  The time is NOW!  You will not get a ten minute warning.  The 

only warning you will get has already been issued.  The “Day of the Lord” could come at any 

moment.  You will suddenly find yourself standing before God with “the earth and everything 

in it … laid bare”.  No disguise, no fig leaves or anything else to hide behind.  Nothing to 

cover your sinfulness from God’s sight.   The Word of God is clear; Get right, right now! 
 
 
 
 



Get Right, Right Now! 
2 Peter 3:8-10 

 
Reading:.  2 Peter 3:1-14. Memory:  2 Peter 3:11-12 

“Y_ o_ t_ l_ h_ a_ g_ l_ a_ y_ l_ f_ t_ t_ d_ o_ G_ a_ s_ i_ c_.” 

 

We need to get right before God, right now. 
 Expectation of Christ’s return is motivation to examine ourselves now. 

 

 

I. God does not operate on our schedule. 2 Peter 3:8 

A. God is not late in keeping His promises (or His threats). 
 Hebrews 3:12-13 

 

 

B. His timing will be perfect for what He wants. 

 

 

II. God is not wishing for any to perish. 2 Peter 3:9 

A. Concern for souls is why He is delaying the end of the world. 
 1 Peter 3:20    Exodus 9:15 

 

 

B. God’s heart is clearly revealed from several other Bible passages as well. 
 1 Timothy 2:1-4    Ezekiel 18:31 

 

 

C. Many folks have a wrong idea of God and His “program”. 
 2 Peter 3:11-12 

 

 

III. The “Day of the Lord” will come. 2 Peter 3:10 

A. Wrath and judgment upon sinners. 
 2 Thessalonians 2:10 

 

 

B. A time of mercy and salvation to Christians. 

 

 

C. The arrival of the “Day” will definitely surprise you. 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 

 

 
So What?: 

 The time is now!  Get right, right now! 


