
Keep The Commandment 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 

Objective:  Direct each on how to endure in keeping the commandment of God. 
Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-16. 
Memory:  1 Timothy 6:11,  “…B_ y_, m_ o_ G_, f_ f_ a_ t_, a_ p_ r_, g_, f_, l_, e_ a_ g_.” 
Introduction: 

1. What are we actually looking for as we practice our Christianity – as we pursue spiritual maturity?   
2. How do we keep ourselves “on target” to grow and become what God wants us to be? 
3. Paul has been revealing misleading errors of some teachers in Ephesus who are pursuing warped 

doctrines, speculations, worldly prosperity, and even a craving for controversy.  But, because 
Timothy, is a man of God (like us), because, in his baptism he made a good confession (like us), 
because he is following Christ’s example (like us), Timothy is urged to” keep the command” without 
spot or blame (NASB “without stain or reproach”) until Christ returns.   

4. The command” is probably the one indicated earlier in 1 Timothy 1:18-19,  “Timothy, my son, I give 
you this instruction (NASB = “command”) in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, 
so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 
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holding on to faith and a good 

conscience.”  The concept is to hold pure and true to the commitment of our lives to God that we 
made in our baptism.  We need to fight this good fight … 

 

We need to keep our commitment to God. (without spot, or reproach)  (HOW?) 

 The Apostle directs one who would thus “keep the command”, to flee from misleading 
distractions and pursue the right things.  1 Timothy 6:11,  “…But you, man of God, flee from all 
this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.” 
 Here is how to ensure we are fighting the right fight in our religious efforts.  (Most of our 
examples can come from this same letter as Paul tells Timothy what to do and focus on.) 
 

The Apostle urges Timothy to “pursue” these things.  This is not idle interest.  Word is translated “strive”, 
“aspire to” or even “persecute”.  You, man of God, flee doctrinal error, wrong emphasis, and … 

I. Pursue righteousness; 

A. To determine and to do what is right. 
1. Here is a question we should always be asking as we strive to keep our commitment to God.  

What is right?  People’s opinions, cultural bias, accepted norms don’t tell us. God is the standard. 
2. What is right in regard to sexual relations?  Pre-marital?  Homosexual?  Pornographic? 
3. What is right regarding sanctity of life?  Euthanasia,  abortion, how we treat one another? 
4. How do I deal with the “rights” of unbelieving people on these issues? 
5. People like to think “spirituality” is significant, but “religion” doesn’t matter.  If Scripture teaches 

regarding “pure and undefiled religion”, can this be right? 
 

B. Might not be the “easy” way. 
1. Doing what is right takes more effort that doing what we are naturally inclined to do.  That is why 

we need God’s teaching at it.  That is why the fruit of the spirit is self-control.  That is why we 
need to be transformed to be Christ-like. It takes effort to resist our natural inclinations.  Takes 
effort to resist or oppose sins that are commonly accepted as the norm in our culture. 

2. Paul lists several of these things that Timothy must deal with;  1 Timothy 1:9b-10,  “We also know 
that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and 
sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers, 
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for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers--and for 

whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine…” 
a. Do we live among lawbreakers and rebels;  who duck when they see a cop?  Who expect you 

to cheat on your taxes? 
b. Maybe we don’t see many who kill their fathers or mothers, but do they kill their unborn? 
c. Certainly we have adulterers, perverts, liars, perjurers and churches contrary to sound doctrine. 

 

C. Righteousness should our concern in Bible study and discussion. 
1. Don’t read and study to simply find stuff to debate over or to win arguments or to memorize words. 



2. If I figure out how the North American Indians are related to Noah through Japheth, what have I 
gained?  If I spend hours detailing what the Temple looked like, that does not make me more 
righteous in my heart or mind or soul.   

3. Am I righteous in my soul?  What do I need to change in my attitude, behavior, to be righteous? 
 

You, man of God, flee vain worship, ritualistic ritual and … 

II. Pursue godliness; 
A. A life fully consecrated to God. 

1. Doing righteousness from the very heart, soul and spirit.  Concerned beyond behavior, to the very 
heart.  Does my heart genuinely belong to God?  Do I fully belong to God? 

2. An example can be seen in Paul’s directions concerning the women; 1 Timothy 2:9-10,  “I also 
want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold 
or pearls or expensive clothes, 
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but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess 

to worship God.”  It is not just the directive on how to dress, it is the WHY on how to dress. 
3. Righteousness resists lust.  It reproves and corrects itself.  Godliness generates pure thoughts to 

begin with.  How do you look at a young woman?  The Apostle teaches Timothy to treat “older 
women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.” (1 Timothy 5:2)  
Can you look at a woman and see her soul instead of her body   -    like God would? 

4. We can train our bodies for healthy development.  We can do the same spiritually with much more 
value.  1 Timothy 4:8, “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” 

 

B. To actually become like God. 
1. To stand in His image.  To know & show we are His children because we look & act just like Him. 

a. In every thought and deed.  Not just on weekends.  Not just when other Christians are around. 
Not just in some ways, but godly in every way. 

2. Develop to where I AM love because God is. So my immediate reaction to every circumstance 
becomes what Jesus would do. 

3. Strive to be imitators of Christ. Same heart, attitude, spirit.  Same large-souled nature. 
 

You, man of God, flee empty words and … 

III. Pursue faith; 
A. “Faith” is trust. 

1. Not just intellectual acknowledgement that God exists, but to actually trust HIM.  In midst of 
tragedy and loss and persecution and confusion. 

2. It is not for us to know the times or seasons, but to trust. As Jesus trusted in the garden of 
Gethsemane when He said, “yet not my will, but yours be done." 

3. What’s happening with Iran, Korea, corruption of the church in U.S, the deterioration of morals? 
4. How can He expect me to love my enemy?  PEACE;  God has it all under control! 

 

B. “Faith” is dependable. 
1. It is faithful!  Like a bride who is faithful to her husband no matter what temptations arise.  So are 

we no matter what temptations or pressures or how long it takes. “Keep the faith” no matter what. 
2. Holds that which has been “entrusted”.  1 Timothy 6:20,  “Timothy, guard what has been 

entrusted to your care.”  Holding to the Gospel without spot or reproach. 

3. Dependable in keeping a clear conscience;  1 Timothy 3:9, Deacons “… must keep hold of the 

deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience.” 
 

You, man of God, flee doctrinal legalisms and controversies, and … 

IV. Pursue love; 
A. The essence of what we are about religiously. 

1. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
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If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 

3
If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to 

the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 



2. Perhaps you know folks who are religiously devout and can quote Bible but have no real love in 
their hearts?  It is obvious they have missed the critical part in keeping the command of God. 

 

B. Love is the motivation behind everything. 
1. 1 Timothy 1:5,  “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a 

good conscience and a sincere faith.” 
2. Why do we evangelize? Why confront those in error or sin? Why go to church on Sunday?  
3. How do I act if I’ve never encountered a situation and have no clear Biblical example to follow? 
4. LOVE is the answer for all these, for God IS love and love is the fulfillment of all the commands. 

 

You, man of God, flee Gospel of total prosperity and comfort, and … 

V. Pursue endurance; 

A. To keep on when it is difficult. 
1. How will you keep on trying o reach folks with the Gospel?  Because love “…always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  (1 Corinthians 13:7-8) 
2. How do you demonstrate faithfulness?  By enduring struggles; 1 Timothy 3:10, “(Deacons) must 

first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.” 
3. How will you pass the test?  How will you grow in character?  By staying true through tribulations! 

 

B. Staying true to God and His Word. 
1. Forces are at work to lead folks astray and to distort the Truth.  1 Timothy 4:1, “The Spirit clearly 

says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons.” 

2. 1 Timothy 4:15-16,  “Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress. 
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Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in 

them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
3. Christians with proper spiritual focus won’t quit in the face of discouragements.   
4. They will hang on to moral, doctrinal and spiritual integrity no matter how long it takes or what the 

temptation or opposition is. 
5. Call it stubborn if you want, but a person with this quality will not sin or give up.      Period. 

 

You, man of God, flee harshness and arrogant piety, and … 

VI. Pursue gentleness (meekness); 

A. Opposite of spiritually conceited or arrogant. 
1. Call it spiritually humble? I need God’s help.  I can stumble too!  It is not by my own strength that I 

stand or accomplish anything. 
2. Ability to be righteous w/o despising those who caught in sin or misdirected. 
3. Always inclined to listen & examine self.  I can learn.  I can grow. 
4. In asking God for things.  Does not strike me as gentle to demand things from God. 

 

B. Shown in confronting others with sin and error. 
1. Did you pin their ears back?  Set them straight?!  Did you tell them good!  (That is not meek.) 
2. Gentle approach;  1 Timothy 5:1,  “Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if 

he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 
2
older women as mothers…” 

3. Illustration for men prone to assert themselves;  1 Timothy 2:8,  “I want men everywhere to lift 
up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.”  Love is gentle even when firm. 

 

So What? 

 It is so easy to drift or be misled.  Fight the good fight by focusing on the right things. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
 
 
 



Keep The Commandment 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 
Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-16. Memory:  1 Timothy 6:11 

“…B_ y_, m_ o_ G_, f_ f_ a_ t_, a_ p_ r_, g_, f_, l_, e_ a_ g_.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:18-19 

We need to keep our commitment to God. 1 Timothy 6:11 

 How to ensure we are fighting the right fight in our religious efforts. 

 
I. Pursue righteousness; 

A. To determine and to do what is right. 

 
B. Might not be the “easy” way. 1 Timothy 1:9b-10 

 
C. Righteousness should our concern in Bible study and discussion. 

 
II. Pursue godliness; 
A. A life fully consecrated to God. 1 Timothy 2:9-10    1 Timothy 5:2    1 Timothy 4:8 

 
B. To actually become like God. 

 
III. Pursue faith; 

A. “Faith” is trust. 

 
B. “Faith” is dependable. 1 Timothy 6:20    1 Timothy 3:9 

 
IV. Pursue love; 
A. The essence of what we are about religiously. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

 
B. Love is the motivation behind everything. 1 Timothy 1:5 

 
V. Pursue endurance; 
A. To keep on when it is difficult. 1 Corinthians 13:7-8    1 Timothy 3:10 

 
B. Staying true to God and His Word. 1 Timothy 4:1    1 Timothy 4:15-16 

 
VI. Pursue gentleness (meekness); 

A. Opposite of spiritually conceited or arrogant. 

 
B. Shown in confronting others with sin and error. 1 Timothy 5:1    1 Timothy 2:8 

 
So What? 

 Fight the good fight  -  by focusing on the right things. 


