
The Will Of the Father 
Matthew 7:15-23 

 

Objective:  Encourage people to examine and ensure they are actually doing the will of the Father. 
Reading:  Matthew 7:15-23. 
Memory:  Matthew 7:21.,  “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
Introduction: 

1. Is it possible to say that you “trust” and not actually trust?  Is it possible to say that you believe in God 
but not actually believe? Is it possible to say that He is Lord and not actually have Him as your Lord? 

2. The test of all these things is genuine obedience.  The test is checking to see if you actually DO what 
the one we trust and call Lord says to do. 

3. There are lots of people who say they believe in God.  Lots who profess that Jesus is their “Lord”.  By 
some verses, we would expect all these people to be going to heaven.  BUT, calling Him Lord and his 
actually being one’s lord can be two different things. 

 

We need to ensure that we are really doing the will of the Father. (HOW?) 

 Many folks call God “Lord” and do many powerful and devoted things in the name of Christ, 
but God is still not pleased with them.  How can this be?  Somehow, though they profess to 
know God and profess to belong to God they are in reality doing a potion of His will – that 
portion that pleases them.  Leaving them as “Lord” rather than God as “Lord”.  Let’s consider 
some of the ways in which people who call Him “Lord” fail to do the Father’s will. 
 How do we, who call Him “Lord”, ensure that we are actually doing the Father’s will? 
 

A first and primary consideration is certainly to always and continually … 

I. Take careful regard for doctrine. 

A. Correct doctrine is vitally important. 
1. “Doctrine” is “teaching” and everybody has a “teaching.  If someone teaches that “doctrine” is not 

important, that IS their “doctrine” and it is a FALSE doctrine. 
2. 1 Timothy 4:16,  “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, 

you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
3. In our “ Age of Tolerance”, people don’t want to hear about doctrine, but doctrine is very much a 

Biblical concern, and a legitimate concern for any who would call Him “Lord”. In big doctrines and 
in small doctrines.  Not out of legalism, but out of wanting to genuinely trust, follow, and please 
Him. 

4. We are warned people will evade sound doctrine.  2 Timothy 4:3,  “For the time will come when 
men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.” 

a. Teachers will be teaching these things.  Bible teachers, pastors. 
b. Rather than teach what God’s word  teaches about gender roles, acceptance of homosexual 

activity, baptism, etc., etc., they will teach to “to suit their own desires”.  They will teach what 
people want to hear rather than truth that God wants them to hear.  Folks will flock to them. 

 

B. Do not be misled by teachings of men. 
1. Men can and do often twist the truth.  Sometimes in simple ignorance.  Sometimes they are 

rebellious in spirit.  Sometimes there is a demonic effort to mislead the faithful. 
2. Jesus warns people in Matthew 7:15-16,  “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in 

sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
16

By their fruit you will recognize 
them.”  Jesus is warning us to NOT listen to these people even though they claim to be Christian 
teachers and appear to be Christian teachers.   

a. They LOOK like sheep but they are not. 
b. They may be prophesy in Christ’s name, they may drive out demons and perform miracles and 

still NOT know the Lord because they are somehow not really doing the Father’s will! 
c. Matthew 7:22-23,  “Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 
23

Then I 
will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'” 



3. We must NOT rely on traditions of men or teachings of men.  We must hold to the Word of God 
and pray for guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We must be willing to die to self, die to our own 
preferences to live for Him and hear His Word on all accounts. 

4. Truth is not always what men might think because our concept of truth is molded by the culture we 
live in , by the society we live in, by television, radio, books, peer pressure, by preconceived 
notions and ideas that our parents and friends have had or that we have had for 40 years or 
more. 

5. So what do we do to ensure we are not just calling Him “Lord” but doing the Father’s will? 
a. Titus 2:1,  “You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.”  Regardless of what 

people “like”.  Tell them the TRUTH.  Practice and live by the TRUTH.  Strive to understand 
the TRUTH that you may come to actually do the will of the Father who is in heaven. 

b. Mark 7:8,  “You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions 
of men."  Hold to the commands of God regardless of the traditions of men – whether it has to 
do with holidays, sexual relations, or money. 

c. Titus 1:9,  “He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that 
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.”  Spend 
time in the Word so you will know sound doctrine and be able to refute those who oppose it. 

 

In addition to knowing and understanding true Biblical doctrine, we need to ensure that we 

II. Do more than “lip-service”. 
A. Saying and doing are very different things. 

1. “Talk is cheap”.  It costs to actually do what you say you are going to do.  The right thing. 
2. Bible story Jesus told of two brothers;  Matthew 21:28-31,  “"What do you think? There was a 

man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the 
vineyard.' 

29
"'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30
"Then the 

father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did 
not go. 

31
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus 

said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you.” 

a. Why are the prostitutes getting into heaven when those good, pious, religious Jews are not? 
b. They talk well.  They have the right words.  BUT, somehow they are not DOING what they say 

they are doing. 
c. It is not enough to teach we ought to be generous – we need to practice generosity. 
d. It is good to teach forgiveness – but actual forgiveness is required as well.  Do some of us pray 

“forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” they go on holding 
grudges? 

e. Do we pray, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” and then purposely linger in 
the midst of temptations and flirt with evil? 

f. Do we say we must die to self and trust the power of God to be at work within us and then live 
fearful of the opposition, whatever form that may take? 

g. Do we say 2 Timothy 1:7, “…God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, 
of love and of self-discipline.”  Then live in a timid way, without power or self-discipline? 

 

B. We need to actually do what God’s Word says. 
1. James 1:22-24,  “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says. 
23

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who 
looks at his face in a mirror 

24  
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 

forgets what he looks like.” 
a. Actually stop lying.  Stop dwelling on lust.  Stop coveting.  Don’t just talk about stopping the 

gossip, actually stop the gossip. 
b. Actually start loving.  Actually start praying.  Actually search the Scriptures daily to see if what is 

being taught is Truth. 
c. Actually make Him Lord-  seven days a week in all your thoughts and activities. 
d. Actually trust Him!  Actually “seek first His kingdom and his righteousness, and trust that all 

necessary  things will be given to you as well.”  (Matthew 6:33) 
2. If you are going to call Him “Lord”, you must actually do His will! 



3. Having six Bibles in the house does not make you closer to God unless you read them and 
actually DO what the Word says do – from the heart. 

 

Finally, since we are looking for spiritual realities, we need to do more than simply walk through a set of 
rules with our physical selves.  We need to make sure that we 

III. Serve from the heart (spirit). 
A. What is inside is what really counts. 

1. Luke 16:13-15,  “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and Money." 

14
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 

15
He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God 

knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.” 
a. Ostensibly serving God but in reality serving money!   
b. God knows where your heart is – and it matters! 
c. What competes for your heart’s devotion to God?  Self? Hobbies?  Prestige?  Pride? 

2. Matthew 5:28,  “But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

a. How you think and feel is every bit as important as what you actually do or don’t do. 
b. God is concerned with not just your actions, but also with your spirit that produces actions. 
c. Your spirit can be defiled regardless of outward behavior. If your spirit is defiled, God may very 

well and rightly say,  Matthew 7:23,  “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” 
3. Because their hearts are not in it, Jesus tells them in Mark 7:6-8,  “…Isaiah was right when he 

prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: "'These people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. 

7
They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules 

taught by men.' 
8
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the 

traditions of men."  Without the heart/spirit, the worship is “vain”. 
4. The appearance of righteousness, the appearance of Godliness, the appearance of obedience 

does not count.  The actual godliness stems from what is going on inside! 
a. Like making a grudging apology. 
b. Like giving a teacher you don’t like a gift because you “have” to. 

 

B. God wants worship from the Spirit. 
1. John 4:23-24,  “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
2. The will of the Father who is in heaven requires that your heart belong to Him.  That your 

heart/spirit be listening to and obeying His heart, that your spirit be in line with His spirit. 
3. John 17:11,  “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--

so that they may be one as we are one.”  God is looking for us to be one with Him as Christ is 
one with Him.  That unity requires worship from the spirit! 

4. Christianity is about that genuine spirit relationship with the Father.  About being “known” in that 
way.  Christ enables that intimate, knowing of God relationship to the Father. Without that 
genuine spirit, the Father may well say,  “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”  
(Matthew 7:23) 

 

So What? 

 Now is the time to do a courageous moral inventory, with the help of God, to ensure 
that you are actually and genuinely doing the will of God in your life. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
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The Will Of the Father 
Matthew 7:15-23 

 
Reading:  Matthew 7:15-23. Memory:  Matthew 7:21 

“N_ e_ w_ s_ t_ m_, 'L_, L_,' w_ e_ t_ k_ o_ h_,  
b_ o_ h_ w_ d_ t_ w_ o_ m_ F_ w_ i_ i_ h_.” 

 
 
We need to ensure that we are really doing the will of the Father. 
 How do we ensure that we are actually doing the Father’s will? 

 
 
I. Take careful regard for doctrine. 
A. Correct doctrine is vitally important. 
 1 Timothy 4:16    2 Timothy 4:3 
 
 
 

B. Do not be misled by teachings of men. 
 Matthew 7:15-16    Matthew 7:22-23    Titus 2:1    Mark 7:8    Titus 1:9 
 
 
 

II. Do more than “lip-service”. 
A. Saying and doing are very different things. 
 Matthew 21:28-31    2 Timothy 1:7 
 
 
 

B. We need to actually do what God’s Word says. 
 James 1:22-24 
 
 
 

III. Serve from the heart (spirit). 
A. What is inside is what really counts. 
 Luke 16:13-15    Matthew 5:28    Matthew 7:23    Mark 7:6-8 
 
 
 

B. God wants worship from the Spirit. 
 John 4:23-24    John 17:11    Matthew 7:23 
 
 
 
So What? 

 Ensure that you are actually doing the will of God. 


