
Do Not Lose Heart
2 Corinthians 4

Objective:  Encourage @ to persevere in serving the Lord.
Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:7-12.
Memory:  2 Corinthians 4:7,  “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us.”
Introduction:  
1. Do you ever get discouraged, feel like quitting, giving up?  Why try?  
2. I have never know anyone who was really “up” all the time.  
3. Satan works overtime trying to defeat the faithful, but we must not allow him to stifle our efforts.

We need to keep living faithfully even in the face of discouragements.  (HOW?)
The Apostle Paul probably faced more discouragements than anybody we will ever meet, 

yet he just kept on preaching and teaching and demonstrating Christ with his life until the Lord 
took him home.  How could he do this?  Where did he find such strength and motivation?  In 2 
Corinthians 4, he relates to his readers why he does not ”loose heart”.  Let’s look at this 
chapter together this morning and see what the Apostle thought about and how he looked at 
things, and learn to do the same so that we, too can keep on going in the face of our 
discouragements.

The very first verse contains a treasure for us to remember.  We can keep our courage in our Christian  
walk if we remember that:
I.       We Have Already Received Mercy:    (2 Corinthians 4:1,  “Therefore, since through God’s 
mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.”
A. Look at the mercy we have received:

1. Our salvation is a mercy received.  A gift of grace.
2. Our personal ministry as a Christian.

a. Like having been given a “commission”.  To represent Him.  A great honor is always 
accompanied by struggles.

b. We have a “position”, in a sense, exceeding that of Moses.  He was a dispenser of God’s Law. 
We are dispensers of God’s grace

3. Worker doesn’t worry about getting paid if he has already been paid in advance – we have, with a 
bonus!  That ought to be motivation to work harder!

4. We know that the Lord is merciful and we not only appreciate the mercy received, but…

B. We can look forward to such mercy again.
1. He doesn’t ask us to endure what is not necessary.  God has a plan and a purpose.  Even Christ 

was called upon to suffer tremendously – but God had a reason for it!
2. We know that God cares and that God watches because we have received such mercy already.

Sometimes the most discouraging thing is the seeming ineffectiveness of our efforts.  This ought  
discourage us if we serve with integrity.  We won’t be so ready to loose heart if …
II.      We Can Feel Good About Doing What Is Right:    (2 Corinthians 4:2-4,  “Rather, we have 
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of  
God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s  
conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are  
perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the  
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
A. Preach the truth with integrity.

1. In words and in deeds.  Refusing to do anything that is shameful.
2. It does get discouraging to try to fit in when you can’t, but remember, we are not trying to “fit in” with 

the world.  We are not trying to manipulate people or trick them.  We are simply presenting the 
truth in word and deed.  Folks may reject it, but…

B. The Truth is veiled only to the perishing.
1. We are not ineffective failures.  The word of God does accomplish its purpose.



2. It is not our failure if folks reject the Lord or the Scriptures when honestly and truthfully presented.
3. If we preach with integrity, it is Christ they reject, not you.
4. Keep heart in your efforts by making sure  Christ is your message.  Christ is in your character. 

Christ is exhibited in your life.

This next section is very exciting.  We can not only gain courage to continue through struggles, but  
actually rejoice in those struggles if we are able to see and realize that:
III.     It Is Christ’s Life At Work Within Us  :    (2 Corinthians 4:7-12,  “But we have this treasure in 
jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of  
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always 
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So 
then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

A. God saw fit to put incredibly valuable treasure in simple, fragile clay pots.
1. “Jars of clay” are people.  Frail humans.  You.
2. The treasure placed within us is defined in verse 6 as  “…the light of the knowledge of the glory 

of God in the face of Christ.”
3. What an amazing thing for God to place within frail humans!

B. You know we are fragile containers if you look at our struggles.
1. “Hard pressed on every side”     (NAS;  “Afflicted in every way.”)

a. What more can go wrong?  Lost job,    aches and pains,    another problem,     
b. Like Old Testament Job.
c. Like character in movie, “LUCK”.  One disaster follows another. What more can possibly 

happen.  Life is a divine comedy,  What more can possibly happen, “but not crushed”.  It keeps 
working out somehow.

2. “Perplexed.”
a. Dead ended,    no way to go,     no answers,    confused,     
b. Comedy character sits there with jaw hanging and eyes bulging - what to do, hopeless!
c. I can see each of us in the same divine comedy (Indiana Jones).  “-but not in despair.”  We 

know God is working it out somehow!
3. “Persecuted.”

a. 1 against 5, 0000,     Who else will turn against me?    What other evil force?
b. I can see each of us in the same divine comedy.  “but not abandoned”  At absolutely the last 

minute a way of escape materializes, the cavalry comes over the hill,  a job turns up, extra $ 
come in from somewhere, another friend stops by.

4. “Struck down.”
a. Fired from police force,   arm shot,    malaria,    knife wounds,   heart broken,    just fell off a cliff 

after crawling 37 miles across desert where he got snake-bit 13 times,    -  just when he is so 
beat up he can’t possibly move again, he jumps up with vigor and defeats the enemy.

b. I can see each of us in the same divine comedy.  “- but not destroyed.”  God always comes 
through.  He provides the victory.

c. @ thought Christ was struck down, but it = victory over Death and over Satan.

B. God’s power is seen in the successes of our feeble efforts.
1. Successes cannot possibly come from us.  It has got to be something more!
2. Endurance of this extent is not human.  Something super-human about it!

C. We are accomplishing God’s purpose.
1. Whether we live or die is not the question.  It is ;  “Is God’s Will being done?”
2. If we feel worn out, exhausted, beat up at times it just means we are useful to God.  
3. How do you identify a craftsman’s most useful tool?  It is the one that is most worn and used.

c. For butcher, it is the knife that has been sharpened so many times the blade is almost gone.
d. For the carpenter, it is the hammer that is battered, bruised, covered with tar, paint and scars.
e. If you are being used, take heart in that God is using you to accomplish His purpose.



When we do get down and discouraged, perhaps that is the time to:
IV.  Focus On The Future:    (2 Corinthians 4:14-18),  “14because we know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his  
presence. 15All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people  
may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  16Therefore we do not lose heart.  
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our  
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,  
but what is unseen is eternal.
A. We can look forward to our resurrection. 

1.  The One who raised Jesus from the dead will also raise us.
2. Then we will all stand together with Christ in the Glory of God’s presence!
3. There will be a renewal, and a rejoicing.  A Victory is coming!

B. It doesn’t matter that our body is wasting away.
4. The outer shell is not important.  It is only temporary like a seed husk.
5. Hair, skin, nerves,  middle age bulges are not really important in the over-all scheme of things.
6. Our troubles are achieving for us an “an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”
7. We believe in a God of Resurrections who rewards the faithful.  We will find our struggles have 

been well worth the effort!

So What?:
The unseen is what is important.  If you are feeling discouraged, stop looking at the 

things you can see with your eyes, and start looking at the things you can see only with 
your heart.  See the power of God at work in your struggles, and lean on his power to 
keep going.

Closing Prayer:



Do Not Lose Heart
2 Corinthians 4

Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:7-12 Memory:  2 Corinthians 4:7
“B_ w_ h_ t_ t_ i_ j_ o_ c_ t_ s_ t_ t_ a_-s_ p_ i_ f_ G_ a_ n_ f_ u_.”

We need to keep living faithfully even in the face of discouragements.
How to think about things so we can keep on going in the face of our discouragements.

I.       We Have Already Received Mercy:  2 Corinthians 4:1
A. Look at the mercy we have received:

B. We can look forward to such mercy again.

II.      We Can Feel Good About Doing What Is Right:    (2 Corinthians 4:2-4
A. Preach the truth with integrity.

B. The Truth is veiled only to the perishing.

III.     It Is Christ’s Life At Work Within Us  :    2 Corinthians 4:7-12
A. God saw fit to put incredibly valuable treasure in simple, fragile clay pots.

B. You know we are fragile containers if you look at our struggles. 2 Corinthians 4:8

C. God’s power is seen in the successes of our feeble efforts.

D. We are accomplishing God’s purpose.

IV.  Focus On The Future:  2 Corinthians 4:14-18
A. We can look forward to our resurrection. 

B. It doesn’t matter that our body is wasting away.

So What?:
Stop looking at the things you can see with your eyes, and start looking at the things you 

can see only with your heart.  See the power of God at work in your struggles, and lean on his 
power to keep you going.

Action:  (Specify an action or change you will make in your life as a result of this message.)

Date:  (When you will check to verify that you have done it.)
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