
The Right To Become Children Of God 
John 1:12 

 

Objective:  Motivate believers to take actions to genuinely become children of God. 
Reading:  John 1:1-12. 
Memory:  John 1:12, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God—” 
Introduction: 

1. Can you imagine your favorite Hockey team playing in the championship game?  Can you imagine 
you having a ticket and full privilege of being there and not going? 

2. Having the ticket is not the same as being there.  To be there, you might have to get a motel room, 
you might have to drive a distance, might have to get someone to cover you at work.  You may have 
the right and privilege, but there are most likely things you need to do as well. 

3. What I want us to see from today’s Scripture reading (John 1:12) is that each of us who believes in 
Christ has the right to become a child of God. 

4. Notice that it does not say, “Has been made children of God”.  It is not all done for us without any 
effort on our part.  We are to be active participants. God saw to it that we have the right, the privilege, 
but the choice is still ours.  Even though we have been given the “right”, 

 

We need to do our part in becoming children of God. (WHAT?) 

 Consider some Biblical mandates that declare what is necessary for each of us to genuinely 
become children of God. 
 

The first thing that must happen, if any one is to become a child of God, (and for which we do carry 
responsibility and must do our part,) is to; 

I. Receive Him. 

A. Realize and accept Who Christ really is. 
1. The very Word of God.  The lord of heaven and earth.  MY lord! 

a. Through Whom the world (and everything else) was created.  John 1:3, “Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” 

b. This does not fit if I think he is just an man, or even an angel or any created being. 
c. Hebrews 1:2,  “but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”  Involved in the Creation! 
2. He comes from the Father and expresses God’s very being. 

a. John 1:1, “… the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
b. John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's 

side, has made him known.” 
c. Hebrews 1:3, “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” 

d. The light and the life. He is life itself.  He is the power and the resurrection. 
3. To receive Christ is to acknowledge him as the promised Messiah; to believe in him as the victim 

that bears away the sin of the world; to obey his Gospel, and to become a partaker of his 
holiness, without which no man can ever see God. 

 

B. Not every “believer” is a receiver. 
a. One can verbally acknowledge these things and not be real about it. 
b. One can essentially “pretend” belief, without any real action or full obedience. 
c. One can behave “nonchalantly” about it, - like Christ is a “nobody” or insignificant.  Not real. 
d. James 2:19, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--

and shudder.”  Such belief does NOT make one a child of God! 
e. If we do a dis-service to our children with fantasy stories and make believe and holiday 

characters, it is to predispose them to think and act like God is not real. 
f. They need to know the difference between pretend and real.  They need to realize God is real - 

that comes by the consistently seriousness of your behavior towards Him! 



g. If you act like you can slide by without really obeying and reverencing Him in all our thoughts 
and actions, they will take the Creator of the Universe to as incidental as Captain America, 
Spider Man or 3 Billy Goats Gruff! 

 

C. Have you actually “received” Him? 
1. With open hearted honor and hospitality?  With sincere reverence and obedient response? 
2. The Jews did not receive Him.  John 1:11, “He came to that which was his own, but his own 

did not receive him.” 
a. God’s own people did not recognize God?  In the flesh?  Or the spirit!? 
b. The ones who did not “receive” Him did not become children of God. 
c. This included many who initially “believed” but failed or refused to actively follow. 
d. Some backed off when His teachings got tougher than they wanted to hear.  Like most of the 

5,000 He fed with the two loaves and 5 fishes, like the rich young ruler who loved his material 
possessions too much. 

3. Imagine some well-known and honorable person (Nelson Mandela) stopping at your house and 
you accepting him “sort-of”.  After he leaves you realize who he really was.  “Oh I wish I had 
known!  I wish I had realized!”  How many are “receiving” God “sort-of” and will be surprised when 
it is too late to really honor or follow Him. 

4. To “receive” is to totally recognize Who He is and give Him His place; 
a. To recognize Who He is, is to stand in awe. 
b. He IS the Master of the Universe! 
c. He is the One=Who-Made-Me. 
d. My lord.  My guide.  My sustainer. 
e. The one whom I follow and upon whom I rely! 

5. Do your actions show full “reception”?  What about your language?  Habits? 
 

To those who do “receive” Christ, He gives “the right” to become children of God.  We have the “right, so 

II. Use the power. 
A. Christ has provided it.  We must use it. 

1. Be about the business of using this “right”.  The word here is “” meaning privilege, honor, 
or right.  Often translated as “power”. We have the privilege and the ability.  Christ has 
empowered believers / receivers! 

2. Like a ticket that is no good unless you do something with it. 
3. Like energy to your power switch is activated but you need to actually plug in! 
4. Like having a powerful program on your computer that you are authorized to use, and never really 

activating it. 
 

B. Actually make changes! 
1. Your own effort is indicated and required!  Empowered by God! Both are necessary. 
2. He has provided - you must do your part! He provides the ability - we still have work to do!!! 
3. Like a seed needs both soil and water to grow. 
4. We need both our effort and God’s input to grow spiritually to be transformed to children of God. 
5. That’s why the fruit of the spirit includes “self-discipline”; God doesn’t do that part - it is self done, 

with His empowering help! 
6. Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” 

a. Like a kid learning to ride a bicycle; kid can’t do it without dad, but Dad isn’t going to do it 
without the kid’s input and desire either! 

b. The verse is specifically speaking of handling difficult situations, but it is with Paul’s effort and 
God’s power.  Just like becoming children of God.  Our effort and God’s power. 

7. Each of us must seek to comply with His teachings and to initiate some vital changes. 
a. Use the power and right that God has supplied in Christ, to put off the old and put on the new. 
b. Stop lying.  Repent of anything that even appears evil. 
c. Foster the Spirit of God that is available as a gift to you – grow in the fruit of the Spirit. 
d. Seek to grow in all aspects of godliness and Christlikeness. 
e. Pray for God’s help.  For conviction of sin, for knowledge of truth, for a spirit or wisdom and 

revelation. 



f. Stand open hearted and receptive to all of God’s teachings; ready to try anything that might 
make you more Godly and place you more in His hands! 

8. Colossians 3:10, “…and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 
the image of its Creator.”  Are we fashioned in the likeness of God? 

9. Undergo a genuine renewal!  Be born of God. John 1:13, “…children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.” 

a. Not of natural descent;   

 having Abraham and Sarah for their parents would not entitle them to the blessings of the 
new covenant; 

 It is not the religion or culture you are born into! 

 Being born a Jew does not accomplish making anyone a child of God. 

 Being born of Christian parents does not make you a child of God. 

 Being born a Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, etc. does not accomplish making you a child of 
God. 

b. Not of human decision; 

 anything that man could purpose or determine in his own behalf or on another person’s 
behalf cannot accomplish what is necessary. 

 Here is something that must be prompted and empowered by God. 
c. Not from a husband’s will; 

 Even Daddy cannot get it done for the kids.  Parental consent does not matter here. 

 This is dependent on God because man cannot do it!   
10. To be a child of God, one must be born again born of God. 

a. John 3:3, “In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again." Have we been born again?   

b. God is required.  But each one who is to become a child of God must cooperate and 
participate.  

c. God has acted in Christ.  We must also act, even in becoming children of God. 
d. “Born of God” indicates a spiritual renewal. God is Spirit, therefore a spiritual birth. 
e. Open and participatory in becoming very different than you were, in your very spirit!  In the very 

seat of your emotions, and desires and attitudes. 
11. But, I’m too old, too stubborn, too rigid in my habits, I don’t think I can do that! 

 

C. You can!  (God has given you the right and the power through Christ) 
1. Become a spiritual person.  Do it!  He has provided the power and privilege! 
2. Become a holy person.  Do it!  He has provided the power and privilege! 
3. Put away sin.  Do it!  He has provided the power and privilege! 
4. Grow in grace and knowledge.  Do it!  He has provided the power and privilege! 
5. Forgive others, love others as God does.  Do it!  The One Who is “Master of the Universe”, the 

One who created all things including you,  has provided the power and privilege! 
 

So What? 

 The time has come to ask some simple straightforward questions; are you one who 
simply acknowledges the existence of God or are you a child of God?  Are you one who 
knows the right doctrine and says all the right things, or are you really a child of God?   
 The message this morning is that you have the right and the power to become a 
child of God, but each of us needs to apply ourselves.  We each need to take action and 
do the things, and make the changes to become genuinely Godly.  To genuinely 
become children of God! 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
 



The Right To Become Children Of God 
John 1:12 

 
Reading:  John 1:1-12. Memory:  John 1:12 

“Y_ t_ a_ w_ r_ h_, 
T_ t_ w_ b_ i_ h_ n_, 

H_ g_ t_ r_ t_ b_ c_ o_ G_” 
 
We need to do our part in becoming children of God. 

 What is necessary for us to become children of God. 
 
 
I. Receive Him. 

A. Realize and accept Who Christ really is. 
 John 1:3    Hebrews 1:2    John 1:1    John 1:18    Hebrews 1:3 

 
 
 
B. Not every “believer” is a receiver. 
 James 2:19 

 
 
 
C. Have you actually “received” Him? 
 John 1:11 
 
 
 
II. Use the power. 

A. Christ has provided it.  We must use it. 
 
 
 
B. Actually make changes! 
 Philippians 4:13    Colossians 3:10    John 1:13    John 3:3 

 
 
 
C. You can!  (God has given you the right and the power through Christ) 
 
 
 
So What? 

 Take action and make the changes to genuinely become children of God! 


