
Receiving God’s Word 
James 1:21 

 
Objective:  Encourage people to actively receive the Word of God. 
Reading:  .James 1:19-27. 
Memory:   James 1:21,  “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept 
the word planted in you, which can save you.” 
Introduction:   

1. The Word of God is a profound and mysterious thing.  It starts with Creation when God simply speaks and infinite 
things come into existence out of nothing. 

2. That very Word of God is what actually becomes incarnate - it takes on fleshly form and lives amongst us in the 
being of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 

3. The Word of God is truth.  It is light.  It is power.  When God speaks, people better listen.  “For the word of God 
is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) 

4. Then it also comes in printed form - the very Word of God in the Holy Scriptures - and we get to hold it in our 
hand!!!  And God willing we get to hold it in our hearts and be transformed and enlivened by it. 

5. And God willing, we get to be ambassadors of it.  Messengers as we get to carry it and speak it to others as the 
Gospel message that is able to save men’s souls. 

6. It is such an amazing thing and such an amazing privilege.  The very Word of God in us and available to us. 
 

We need to openly and readily receive the Word of God.  (HOW?) 

 Let me share some things that I am understanding from this passage in James 1, 
about how we are to receive the Word of God. 
 

One of the first essentials if we really want to be blessed by God’s powerful and life-giving word is for us, 
with all sincerity and determination, to receive the Word of God 

I. In purity. 
A. Renounce all evil. 

1. The author has just finished describing the goodness of God and all the good gifts that come from 
God – this has some ramifications to those who would receive Him and His Word.  We must be 
good too! 

2. Determining to watch our tempers.  Determining to be slow to anger and quick to listen are first 
steps in learning good and godly behavior. 

3. James 1:21, “…Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent…” 
4. Moral filth is indeed prevalent wherever we go in this life;  prejudices, coarse language, infidelity 

of thought and action; the influence of peers, influence of TV, internet, expectations at work, etc. 
5. We need to make a conscious decision to get it out of our lives if we want the blessing of God’s 

word. 
 

B. Purify yourself. 
1. When Israel received the Word of God (10 Commandments) on Mt. Sinai – first had to purify 

themselves – ceremonially and practically.  Washing and abstaining. 
2. When the Word came to the people in the form of Christ – first John the Baptist came preaching; 

‘Repent” and baptizing with a baptism of repentance – to prepare a pure receptacle to receive 
God’s Word. 

3. You and I should do the same.  Early Christians evidently had a practice of changing cloths at 
their baptism.  They burned the old garments and donned new clean garments symbolical of what 
was happening spiritually. 

4. If you are still dressed in dirty, defiled cloths, spiritually, how can you expect the pure and holy 
word of God to come into you? 

5. Get rid of all lying, cheating, deception, anger, malice, lust, and anything else that you might have 
to try to hide from God. 

6. God is Holy. Be real.  Be pure in order to accept such a gift from such a one. 
 

In accord with purity, if we expect good blessings from receiving God’s Word, we need to receive it 

II. In humility.  James 1:21, “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 



and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.” 
A. Humble before God. 

1. Because I really don’t deserve this.  I did not earn this and can’t pay for it o or really return the 
favor.  It is a wonderful gift – thank you Father! 

2. Humble in the sense of acknowledging the undeserved blessing – and in trying to live a life 
worthy of such a calling and blessing. 

3. Humble in recognizing that God is so much wiser than I am ~ I will listen to what He has to say! 
4. He knows the end from the beginning.  He knows the unseen forces that are at work.  He knows 

what the future holds.  I don’t – so I will listen attentively and DO what He says. 
5. He understands emotions, psychology, trends and temptations far beyond what any of us might 

think we do – So I will meekly pay attention and DO what He says. 
6. He loves me!  I don’t deserve it, but He does love me beyond knowledge – so I know His advice, 

counsel and guidance are for my benefit – so I will listen and DO. 
 

B. Humility without self-deception. 
7. Sometimes folks like to listen – and they think they have done well or done enough. 
8. To receive the blessing, we need to do more than listen – we need to actually do what it says, so 

we will be changed!   
9. I know folks who love to take classes, love to do Bible correspondence classes, but they are 

never really changed by it.  It is not a matter of passing a written test and getting enough answers 
right – our very nature needs to be redirected and changed! 

10. James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” 

11. Receive the Word of God with personal honest and integrity so you are not the person who looks 
in a mirror and goes away without a clue that they are out of step with God. 

12. Folks, listening without responding/following is arrogant! 
a. Can you imagine listening to a really good doctor and then thinking you know better? 
b. Can you imagine paying for tax advice and then ignoring it all? 
c. Or hiring a lawyer and ignoring him? 
d. Or taking a Drive Education course and ignoring his safety tips? 

13. Folks, this Word of God we are talking about is “…the perfect law that gives freedom…”, and 
carries an assurance that one who pays attention to it “…will be blessed in what he does…”. 

14. We need to be real in how we listen. 
 

B. Humility recognizes truth and power. 
1. Where does a 900 pound gorilla sleep ~any place he wants.  What do you do when the God Who 

spoke the universe into existence and has all power in heaven and earth speaks ~ you listen and 
do what He says! 

2. Forget about power and authority for a moment, and think about truth; what do you do when you 
know the one speaking IS truth ~ you listen and do what he says! 

3. Even following travel directions won’t get you where you want to go unless you humbly follow 
them. 

4. The Word of God, whether, spoken by Christ, written in Scripture, or shared with integrity by other 
people, is telling it like it is; 
a. There is a Judgment Day coming when people will be rewarded for their deeds. 
b. The sheep will be separated from the goats. 
c. Some will be cast out into outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
d. Jesus, Who knows, Who IS the Word of God, Who IS Truth, says,  Matthew 7:21, “Not 

everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 

e. Humility is listening and being REAL about it! 
 

Finally, if we want to be blessed by the Word of life, by the perfect law that gives freedom, we need to 
receive the Word of God 

III. Implanted.  (NIV says; “planted in you”). 

A. Make it a part of you. 



1. Like a heart implant, but more so; something that really becomes a permanent part of me! 
2. Receive it internally!  Take it to heart.  Plant it in your very spirit and soul.  Where you live! 
3. When it becomes a part of you, then you won’t have to be told over and over again, you won’t 

have to receive instruction and supervision every moment and with every decision, you will 
“naturally”, “automatically” DO what the Word says do. 

4. The “natural” self will be replaced by the “spiritual” self, so holiness and righteousness becomes 
the new “natural”. 
a. Like actually helping widows and orphans and folks in distress rather than just saying it is a 

good and proper thing to do. 
b. Like actually keeping oneself from being defiled by the world rather than just talking about it. 

5. So the name “Christian” actually means “like Christ” because that is now what you are. 
a. Selfless love is not just words, but it becomes real in you. 
b. Holiness is not just words, but it becomes real in you. 
c. Faithfulness is not an idea, but it becomes real in you. 

6. With the Word planted in you, you become genuinely and really a child of God! 
 

B. Look for it to grow. 
1. The Word is planted;   like a seed ready and wanting to grow! 
2. You can and should intentionally nourish it and nurture it. 
3. Put yourself in places and intentionally do practices that will enable you to grow in grace and 

knowledge.  Grow in Christ-likeness.  Grow in the fruit of the spirit.  Grow in all the spiritual 
qualities addressed by the Word! 

4. Philippians 1:9, “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, 
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so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 

be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 
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filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.” 

5. 1 Thessalonians 4:1, “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please 
God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this 
more and more.” 

6. 2 Thessalonians 1:3, “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, 
because your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each 
other is increasing.” 

7. Receive the word IN you, foster it to spiritual maturity! 
 

So What?: 

 Why are there so many folks who profess Christianity but fail to genuinely act on it?  
Why are there so many folks in a “Christian” nation who live and act as if there really is 
no God, or if there is, He is blind or doesn’t care how we live and act or what we teach?  
Why are there so many who hear the Word but continue unchanged by it?  Has the 
Word not been implanted in them?  Is it just resting on the surface, like a grain of corn 
sitting on the sidewalk, unplanted?  God knows.  We can’t answer for them, we can only 
answer for ourselves. 
 The message this morning is urging each one of us to humbly accept the word of 
God, in purity and implanted as a real part of you. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
 
 



Receiving God’s Word 
James 1:21 

 
Reading:  .James 1:19-27. Memory:   James 1:21,   

 
“T_, g_ r_ o_ a_ m_ f_ a_ t_ e_ t_ i_ s_ p_ 

a_ h_ a_ t_ w_ p_ i_ y_, w_ c_ s_ y_.” 
 
We need to openly and readily receive the Word of God. 

 How we are to receive the Word of God. 
 
 
I. In purity. 

A. Renounce all evil. James 1:21 

 
 
 
B. Purify yourself. 
 
 
 
II. In humility.   James 1:21 
A. Humble before God. 
 
 
 
B. Humility without self-deception. James 1:22 

 
 
 
C. Humility recognizes truth and power. Matthew 7:21 

 
III. Implanted.  (NIV says; “planted in you”). 

A. Make it a part of you. 
 
 
B. Look for it to grow. Philippians 1:9    1 Thessalonians 4:1    2 Thessalonians 1:3 

 
 
 
So What?: 

 Humbly accept the word of God, in purity and implanted as a real part of you. 


