
A New Creation 
Galatians 6:15 

 

Objective:  Encourage people to verify that they are new creations. 
Reading:  Galatians 6:12-16. 
Memory:  Galatians 6:15 b,  “…what counts is a new creation.” 
Introduction: 

1. Folks have all kinds of ideas about salvation.  Some true, some wrong.  There is such a thing as true 
doctrine.  Paul tells Timothy,  “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because 
if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”  (1 Timothy 4:16)   

2. But true doctrine is supposed to do more than just give you a good grade on a test or help you to win 
at Bible bowl games.  True doctrine does not just answer questions, it is supposed to change you in 
the very essence of who and what you are.  Truth necessitates and provokes spiritual changes. 

3. True doctrine includes such things as love, spiritual maturing, Christ-likeness, genuine lordship. 
4. One can give correct doctrinal answers and still not be saved.  In Galatians 6, members of the church 

have been arguing over the role of circumcision.  The divinely inspired Apostle very clearly makes the 
point in Galatians 6:15 that “…what counts is a new creation.”  Folks in order for our salvation,  

 

We must become new creations. (How?) 

 What is involved in becoming a new creation?  How do you know you are a new creation? 
Let’s look at some of what Scripture reveals is necessary if one is a new creation. 
 

If you really are a new creation, it should be readily apparent that  

I. You have to be different somehow. 
A. You can not stay the same old person. 

1. A change must take place.  It should be evident.  People should see it. 
2. You have a different focus in life.  A different reason for existing.  If you become a new, spiritual 

creation, you move from a focus on physical life to a focus on spiritual life. 
a. The question of “belief” is not if you would vote for God, but if you will live for God. 
b. Will you, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’”  Enough to die to self and live for Him? 
c. Will you actually “follow” Him, actually fulfill His will, actually entrust yourself to Him? 

3. Some things may stay the same: 
a. General appearance.  If you had whiskers and big ears, you still have … 
b. Many of the same interests and skills - if you were a mechanic, you are still a mechanic.  If you 

enjoyed sports, you still enjoy sports. 
4. Some things MUST be different. 

a. Now you are focused first and foremost on God. 
b. Now you abhor evil.  Now you love what is good. 
c. Language must change.  Some habits must change to become more respectful of God. 
d. Spiritual things you used to ignore now genuinely matter if you have been reborn of the spirit! 
e. That’s why the Apostle teaches as in Ephesians 4:22-24,  “You were taught, with regard to 

your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; 

23
to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 

24
and to put on the new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
 

B. The very Spirit of Christ now lives in you. 
1. Your desires are now His desires - or rather His desires are now what you desire. 
2. If you don’t yet feel this, then genuinely, sincerely pray to God and ask Him for His Spirit. 
3. He wants you to have it, but you must also be wanting it.  Luke 11:13,  “If you then, though you 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

4. A spirit of holiness, righteousness, love, obedience to His will.  Service. Faithfulness. 
5. This new creation has a spirit that constantly seeks to know and do God’s will. 

 



If you are not different than what you used to be, if you cannot look back and notice a change, if folks 
cannot see the change, it is time to take a very serious look at your salvation.   You see, “The Spirit 
gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.”  If you are saved, if you are a new creation, 

II You must be “born again”. 
A. Born of the Spirit. 

1. Jesus tells Nicodemus in no uncertain terms;  John 3:3,  “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 

2. He clarifies this in John 3:6,  “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” 
3. Jesus says that this is essential.  You cannot be “born” into a right relationship with God because 

of who your parents were and what they practiced.   
4. Parental guidance and nurture is important, but you were “born” of flesh and blood, and flesh and 

blood cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.  1 Corinthians 15:50,  “I declare to you, brothers, 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,…” 

5. The flesh, the natural, physical nature has certain qualities that pull on us.  Things like pride, 
selfishness, lust, covetousness.  Things that are often contrary to the nature of God. 

6. Somewhere along the line, one must be born again, born of the spirit. 
 

B. Baptism is the intended reference point of this beginning. 
1. Jesus declares to Nicodemus in John 3:5,  “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 

of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”  Most all scholars and certainly the “church 
fathers all understood this to be a reference to baptism. 

2. Baptism is where you make that decision.  You have been thinking, you have been working on 
things, the Holy Spirit has been working on you convicting you of sin and righteousness and 
judgment.  Then comes a point where you say, I need to make a definite commitment. 

a. 1 Peter 3:21,  “and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.”  Here is 
the definitive point in history, ordained by God where one makes that pledge to change, to 
commit their life and soul to spiritual truths and actions, to place their soul in the care and 
leadership of God.  Some translations reference it as an “appeal”. 

b. Things have been working, growing, changing somewhat, here is the definitive reference point.  
Here is the spiritual birthday! 

3. At this point of being baptized in water, an action making that commitment to God, is when God 
forgives sin.  Once sin is forgiven, the very Spirit of God can now dwell within and you can 
become a temple to the Spirit of God. 

a. Acts 2:38,  “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

b. Now the possibility is there.  The “seed” is planted and the spiritual person can grow.   
4. Baptism is not the end, only the beginning, the birth point.  One can now nurture the spirit or forget 

it and squelch the spirit.  In order to be saved, one must nurture the spirit and genuinely become 
a new creation. 

5. One can be baptized and not become a new creation.  You must follow though on the “pledge” you 
made in your baptism, and grow spiritually to become a child of God. 

6. Baptism is a commitment to actually be a new creation! 
 

It is not enough to go through an outward action of baptism.  It is an inward and spiritual newness that 
counts.  To really be a new creation, to really be saved,  

III You must live as a child of God. 

A. Walk in the light. 
1. The clear reference here is 1 John 1:5-7,  “This is the message we have heard from him and 

declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
6
If we claim to have 

fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 
7
But if we 

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 

2. This means;  get rid of anything questionable or “shady”.  Bring everything out into the open. 
3. John 3:20-21, puts it this way, “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into 

the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 
21

But whoever lives by the truth comes 



into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through 
God.” 

4. Ephesians 5:3-5,  “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of 
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 

4
Nor 

should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather 
thanksgiving. 

5
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a 

man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”  And 
Ephesians 5:8,  “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. (Something 
new.  Different.  Spiritual.  A new creation.) Live as children of light” 

5. Now, like Christ, with His spirit in you, you do seek and love truth, purity, and goodness. 
 

B. Some changes may be hard to make. 
1. Sometimes folks have a great deal of pride in their old habits.  They took pride in how the world 

viewed them in their former life and they don’t want to let go of some ungodly things.  Maybe you 
took pride in coarse jokes, in your “crusty” character, in your vengeful toughness … 

2. To be real, to be a new creation, we must stop looking back. Luke 9:62,  “Jesus replied, “No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

3. A new creation must consciously get rid of anything that may miss the mark of Christ’s spirit, that 
is out of line with the very heart of God,  anything that may be considered sin;  Romans 6:1-4,  
“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2
By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
3
Or don’t you know that all of us 

who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4
We were therefore 

buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

4. Remember, “…what counts is a new creation.”   If you really are a new creation, the world has been 
crucified to you!  And you to the world.  We must be dead to anything un-Christ-like if we are new 
creations. 

 

C. Live as the very image of God. 
1. Be genuinely transformed;  Romans 12:1-2,  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
spiritual act of worship. 

2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Remind yourself of this.  Seek this.  Work at it.  
Do not conform to what you were in this life, but be changed by the renewing of your mind, into 
the new creation that is a life praise and worship to Almighty God! 

2. Colossians 3:1-3,  “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

2
Set your minds on things above, 

not on earthly things. 
3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” 

3. Develop new thought patterns;  Learn to love people. Love purity. Love Truth.  Put off the old, put 
on the new.  2 Corinthians 5:17,  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come!” 

 

So What? 

 Folks, if you would be “saved”, Christ must live in you.  Become Christ-like.  Make 
sure you are genuinely changed. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
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Galatians 6:15 
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1 Timothy 4:16    Galatians 6:15 

We must become new creations. 
 What is involved in becoming a new creation? 
 
 

I. You have to be different somehow. 
A. You can not stay the same old person. 
 Ephesians 4:22-24 

 
 
B. The very Spirit of Christ now lives in you. 
 Luke 11:13 

 
 
II You must be “born again”. 

A. Born of the Spirit. 
 John 3:3    John 3:6    1 Corinthians 15:50 

 
 
B. Baptism is the intended reference point of this beginning. 
 John 3:5    1 Peter 3:21    Acts 2:38 

 
 
III You must live as a child of God. 

A. Walk in the light. 
 1 John 1:5-7    John 3:20-21    Ephesians 5:3-5,  8 

 
 
B. Some changes may be hard to make. 
 Luke 9:62    Romans 6:1-4 

 
 
C. Live as the very image of God. 
 Romans 12:1-2    Colossians 3:1-3    2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
 
So What? 

 Become Christ-like.  Make sure you are genuinely changed. 


