
To Be Like God 
Ephesians 4:24 

 

Objective:  Inspire each to make the changes necessary to become the image of Christ. 
Reading:  Ephesians 4:17-24. 
Memory:  Ephesians 4:24,  “…put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
Introduction: 

1. Sometimes folks are “raised in the church” and think their relationship with God is what it should be. 
2. Other times folks hear of a few doctrines they have not understood before, they change or correct 

these things and assume everything is now as it should be. 
3. Being raised with godly beliefs, being taught true doctrine and correcting it are good things, but they 

do not, in themselves, accomplish what is the crux of true religion.  For it to be what it needs to be, 
there needs to be a legitimate change that takes place in a person’s soul. 
a. Jesus says even to those who have been devout believers all their lives, in John 3:3, “…I tell you 

the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 
b. The Apostle, Paul teaches in Galatians 6:15, “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything; what counts is a new creation.” 
c. 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!” 
4. Today’s reading indicates this to be something we do, or at least participate in;  Ephesians 4:24,  

“…put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
5. I understand that God has a lot to do with this, through the Holy Spirit, and that I really cannot be 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness on my own.  Such creation involves the 
God of all creation, but the verse places the responsibility on me / us! 

 

We need to willingly and eagerly put on the new self.  (HOW?) 

 But how do I go about this?  Let’s consider some factors regarding how to go about putting 
on the new self, created to be like God. 
 

One thing each of us can definitely do is work to… 

I. Develop a new mind-set.  Ephesians 4:23,  “to be made new in the attitude (spirit) of your 

minds;”  (This is something you can do.) 

A. The right way of thinking. 
1. We have a way we are used to thinking that may not be righteous or godly. 

a. Comes from living in the world and is the world’s way of thinking. 
b. May come from parents, friends, school teachers, television (where we spend a lot of time). 
c. May be very ungodly: – “Do unto others before they do unto you”,  You deserve luxury”  He 

who dies with the most toys wins”,  Push your way to the top, to the front of the line…” 
d. Matthew 16:23, “Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 
men." 

e. 1 Samuel 16:7,  “But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

2. We tend to crave worldly thing, talk about worldly things and think about worldly things in worldly 
ways, but this is not from God or like God;  1 John 2:16,  “

 
For everything in the world--the 

cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--
comes not from the Father but from the world.” 

3. I need to develop and nurture the right spirit in my mind. 
a. This is attitude, but it is more than attitude. The spirit of my mind needs to change - with His 

help, but also on my initiative! 
b. Think about things as God thinks about them. 
c. I need to regain a moral sensitivity!  I need to abhor evil.  I need to feel and be aware of when 

something is hardening my heart or leading to a futile, worthless way of thinking. 
d. I need to become alert to every prompting by the Holy Spirit; which convicts me of sin and leads 

me to knowledge and understanding of truth - IF I pay attention to it! 



4. Romans 12:2,  “
 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-
-his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

 

B. Learn to think about the right things. 
1. Philippians 4:8,  “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy--think about such things.” 

2. Colossians 3:1-2,   “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

2 
Set your minds on things above, 

not on earthly things.” 
3. What is good and beneficial for building others up? 
4. What is good and beneficial for modeling the image of God? 
5. Look at the soul of a person rather than the appearance of the person. 

 

As we consider our being created and re-created in the likeness or God, we should know that God is 
righteous in all things.  He defines righteousness!  To be like God we need to genuinely  

II. Seek True Righteousness.  Ephesians 4:24,  “and to put on the new self, created to be like 
God in true righteousness and holiness.” (This is something you can do.) 
 

A. True righteousness has the same heart and mind as Christ. 
1. Ephesians 5:1-2, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 

2
and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice 
to God.” 

2. Righteousness walks in “love” as Christ loved. 
3. If we walk in love, we will not disobey God or oppress or injure men.  Romans 13:8,  “Let no debt 

remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law.”   

4. The Holy Spirit puts this love in our hearts – it MUST be right.  It is the very essence of God – it 
MUST be right.  It is the very image of God – it MUST be righteousness. Romans 5:5,  “And 
hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

5. Love is  thoughtful of others and their needs. Love is unselfish 
 

B. Righteousness is not selfish. 
1. It does not think just of self. 
2. It is concerned with building up and ministering grace;  Cf.  Ephesians 4:29,  “Do not let any 

unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

3. It thinks of others and commits no sin against them or God. 
4. It is always completely honest.  Never manipulative or deceitful. 

 

C. Righteousness if Faithful. 
1. Cf. Jesus’ example;  John 14:31,  “…but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I 

do exactly what my Father has commanded me." 
2. Can God depend on you to be faithful in all things?  To do the Creator’s will? 
3. To resist sin and abhor sin in any and all forms? 
4. Can people depend on you to be faithful in all things? 

 

As we consider our being created and re-created in the likeness or God, we should know that God is holy 
in all things.  He defines holiness!  To be like God we need to genuinely  

III. Seek True Holiness.  (This is something you can do.) 

A. Holiness means to be “set apart”. 
1. Christians are the “set-apart-ones” – the holy ones.  Set apart from the world.  From evil. 

a. Ephesians 5:11,  “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them.” 

b. Christ is intimate with God, one with God; “holy” because He belongs to God. 



2. Christ is Holy because He is set apart for God’s personal and exclusive use. 
a. Who are you being used for?  For self?  For Satan? 
b. If you are set apart for God’s exclusive use, how could you ever sin? 

3. Are you living / behaving for God’s special use? 
4. Is your life given over to God, Like Christ’s was, as “a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God”, 

Or are you still clinging to it for your own selfish uses? 
 

B. Holiness means “purity”. 
1. We are talking about sinless-ness.  The new self absolutely abhors sin.   
2. The question is, “are you serious about this”?  Do you abide with sin, do you choose to stay in 

some degree of darkness?  Do you willingly imitate Satan in this, or do you consider yourself 
dead to sin and alive to God? 

3. God will help, but a responsibility, and “onus” falls on us to be serious about it and to make the 
changes;   

a. It doesn’t happen automatically.  It is not totally done for us.  WE are told to make these 
changes. 

b. Ephesians 4:31,  “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along 
with every form of malice.”   

c. 1 Peter 1:15, “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;” 
d. 1 Thessalonians 4:4, “… each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is 

holy and honorable,” 
4. I know this purity, holiness and righteousness sounds unachievable, sounds beyond human 

capability and human nature, sounds too much like God, but  
 

C. Holiness is “God-likeness”. 
1. And this is God’s intention for us.  Ephesians 4:22-24,  “You were taught, with regard to your 

former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; 

23
to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 

24
and to put on the new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
2. It’s like a new suit that God Himself, the Creator, has indeed already created.  We are not really 

being asked to create it, we are just supposed to put it on!!!! 
3. We are indeed, supposed to be different, supposed to be godly , supposed to have a new and 

divine nature;  This is from God, in Christ.  2 Peter 1:4,  “Through these (His divine power, and 
our knowledge of Him) he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.” 

 

So What? 

 I have often thought of “faith” as a complete trust in God, such that if God said “jump 
through this wall”, I would jump.  Simply because He said so and I trust Him. 
 To put on this new self is beyond our ability, but it is NOT beyond our ability with 
God.  “In Christ”, we can each do this.  God says so.  God tells us to.  God expects it. 
We need to do it. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
 
 



To Be Like God 
Ephesians 4:24 

 
Reading:  Ephesians 4:17-24. Memory:  Ephesians 4:24 

“…p_ o_ t_ n_ s_, c_ t_ b_ l_ G_ i_ t_ r_ a_ h_.” 
 
We need to willingly and eagerly put on the new self. 

 How to go about putting on the new self, created to be like God. 
 
 
I. Develop a new mind-set. Ephesians 4:23 

A. The right way of thinking. 
 Matthew 16:23    1 Samuel 16:7    1 John 2:16    Romans 12:2 
 
 
B. Learn to think about the right things. 
 Philippians 4:8    Colossians 3:1-2 
 
 
II. Seek True Righteousness. Ephesians 4:24 

A. True righteousness has the same heart and mind as Christ. 
 Ephesians 5:1-2    .  Romans 13:8    Romans 5:5 
 
 
B. Righteousness is not selfish. 
 Ephesians 4:29 
 
 
C. Righteousness if faithful. 
 John 14:31 
 
 
III. Seek True Holiness. 

A. Holiness means to be “set apart”. 
 Ephesians 5:11 
 
 
B. Holiness means “purity”. 
 Ephesians 4:31    1 Peter 1:15    1 Thessalonians 4:4 
 
 
C. Holiness is “God-likeness”. 
 Ephesians 4:22-24    2 Peter 1:4 
 
 
So What? 

 We can each do this.  God says so.  We need to do it. 


