
Salvation Is In Christ
Acts 4:12

Objective:  Persuade people to be saved through Christ.
Reading:   Acts 4:8-12.
Memory:  Acts 4:12;  “S_ i_ f_ i_ n_ o_ e_, f_ t_ i_ n_ o_ n_ u_ h_ g_ t_ m_ b_ w_ w_ m_ b_ s_.”
Introduction:
1. People flounder about in life.  Sometimes they recognize that there are spiritual realities, and they 

think they should live right before God, but so often they don’t know where to turn.  
2. They have many ideas, but human ideas do not lead to God.  There IS a Way.

We each need to find salvation in Jesus Christ. (WHY?)
In Acts 4, Peter and John have been preaching salvation in Jesus Christ.  The 

Jewish leaders don’t like that.  They want to obtain salvation the way they have always 
thought that they obtained it.  They have ideas that they have been taught.  They have 
concepts fixed in their heads that are different than what they see in Christ.  Like so 
many today!  Folks today are looking for soul salvation in a variety of venues.  But, as 
the Apostle states in verse 12, it can only be found in Christ.  Christ is the only way to  
find relationship with God.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under  
heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  Specifically, the name of Jesus, which is 
the total concept of Jesus, who he is and everything he says and stands for.  Folks, 
each of us needs to come to salvation in Jesus Christ.  Look with me at the reasons;
First, we need to comprehend that…
I.       Each and every one of us needs salvation.  
A. Many folks are not even looking for salvation.

1. Folks blindly assume that they are okay as they are.  This simply is not truth.  
a. LIKE; sitting on a boat in path of hurricane and not knowing it.
b. LIKE;  having a deadly virus in incubation stage, not knowing need for inoculation.

2. Romans 3:23  , God’s Word says;  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
3. Somewhere along the line, you have committed a sin.  I bet if you try real hard, you can think of at 

least one.  If you can, you should know… that sin has separated you from God who is pure and 
holy.  Romans 6:23:  “…the wages of sin is death,”    You have earned death!

B. Christ died for a reason!
1. The reason is your sin!  It was not simply a nice thing for Him to do.  He died because men were 

lost and in need of salvation.
2. John 3:17  ;  “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 

the world through him.”
3. God did not put His son through such agony for no reason;  people are lost, need saving!
4. This includes YOU and all of your loved ones.  It includes folks who don’t know they are lost and 

don’t care at this point.  All men stand in need of salvation.  Don’t be looking elsewhere, Christ 
died for you!  He is the way!  Your won sin requires His death if you are to be saved.  The price for 
sin must be paid and you can’t pay it.  Therefore,  Romans 3:26,  “…he did it to demonstrate  
his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have  
faith in Jesus.”

5. Christ died to be your “justifier” – the one who pays for your sins – if you trust in Him.

People look elsewhere because the “name” of Christ, (that whole concept of who and what He is and how  
we are to walk and respond to God) does not fit their notion of what ought to be, or how they personally  
want to approach God.  People need to realize they need to look for salvation in the name of Christ and  
only in the name of Christ …
II.      Salvation is not available anywhere else.  
A. Salvation is only in Christ.

1. This is a basic and unalterable truth.  Like it or not, no one can change it.



2. This is a simple truth as fundamental as gravity.  Much more so.  JUST THE WAY IT IS!
3. Hold demonstrations, dig your heels in, pout, it will not change.
4. Ignore it, fight it, sign petitions, take a majority vote, still cannot change this truth.
5. The only way to be justified before God and to stand righteous in God’s Presence is to stand in the 

“name” of Jesus Christ.  
6. To stand in the “name” means to digest Him, to be transformed to His image.  To become a child of 

God as Jesus is.  To appeal for a clean conscience in the the name of Christ by submitting to Him 
in baptism and trusting in the power of His resurrection, and by seeking to conform to the “name” 
of Christ in everything you do.

7. Christ is the “way and the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father except through Him”.
8. 1 Timothy 2:5  ,  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man  

Christ Jesus,…”

Search as you like,
B. Salvation will NOT be found elsewhere.

1. Spend your life trying other ways;  this is useless.
2. That is what Peter is telling these Jews!  They think they are saved by Judaism.  They are wrong.
3. People today look for salvation in meditation, in Buddhism, in Confucius.  They are wrong.
4. Folks proclaim and declare that each has their own way of getting to heaven. They are wrong.
5. Some claim to follow Christ as the way, but their ideas of Who and What Christ is are very different 

from Truth revealed in Scripture and they are not following the “name” of Christ, they are not 
following the true concept of who and What Christ is, so they too, are wrong.

6. Christ as Christ really is , is the WAY that God set up and you cannot out-maneuver, out-wit God or 
stand in God’s Presence contrary to what He is and what He intends..

7. Salvation is NOT to be found in any system that does not genuinely follow Christ.
8. Salvation is NOT found in any man-made traditions, no matter how sincere or devout.
a. Matthew 15:3-9  ,  “Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the  

sake of your tradition?…  …Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your  
tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  These people  
honor me with their lips,  but their hearts are far from me.  They worship me in vain;  
their teachings are but rules taught by men.”  OT points to Christ!  Christ is access to God 
in Spirit and in truth!

C. ANY way other than the “name” of Christ does NOT attain salvation.
1. It is time to recognize / admit that Mom’s way does not get it done if it is different.
2. It is time to recognize/admit that religious traditions other than truth about Christ, does not get it 

done.  Certainly, the Jews concept of Judaism as devout as that was, did not get it done.
3. It is time to recognize / admit that “your” way doesn’t get it done.

Since there is no OTHER WAY, it is time to recognize /admit that if we are to be saved at all …
III.     We must be saved by Jesus Christ.  
A. Each one of us has an essential and urgent need for Christ.

1. Whether folks like it and admit it or not.   We have been wrapped up and defiled by our own sin. 
Without a special saving, covenant agreement with Christ, people (YOU) are lost!

2. Unless you live and abide in the name of Jesus Christ, you stand lost.
3. This is not a trivial matter.  We should know the consequence of being lost.

B. What it means to NOT be living “in the name” of Christ.
1. Ephesians 2:12   says it this way;  “…remember that at that time (before you came to be “in 

Christ) you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to  
the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.”

2. Life does not end at the grave;  it lasts for eternity! And description for those who are not abiding in 
Christ is not good.

3. Hebrews 10:26-27  ,  speaks to those who have known Christ, but have willingly returned to a life of 
sin and so are no longer living in the “name” of Christ “If we deliberately keep on sinning after  
we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful  



expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.”  Enemies 
of God!  Judgment!  Fearful!  Raging fire!

4. How about folks who are not brave enough to take a stand on Christ?  Who simply don’t believe or 
trust?  Who live immorally instead of “in Christ”?  Who rely on other spiritual forces besides 
Christ?  Revelation 21:8,   “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the  
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will  
be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.”

5. Matthew 13:41-42  , makes it clear that folks cannot hide.  They will not be overlooked “(God) will  
send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and  
all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and  
gnashing of teeth.”  Heaven will be pure and any NOT “in Christ” are not pure – they won’t get 
there!  They are headed the other way, toward eternal destruction.

6. There are no second chances after death.  This is your time to determine your eternal destiny! 
(Luke 16:22-24),  “The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment,  
he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him,  
‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and  
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’  No coming back.  Not even able to send a 
word back.    The passage goes on;  25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your  
lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is  
comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great  
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can  
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 27“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus  
to my father’s house, 28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not  
also come to this place of torment.’ 29“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the  
Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from  
the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses  
and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

7. Revelation 14:11  ,  “And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest  
day or night…”

8. Folks, you do not want this to happen to you.  You cannot afford for this to happen.

C. We must live in the “name” of Christ.
1. This means living by Christ’s Way.  John 14:6;  “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.
2. Hear about Him.  Learn truth about Him.  Trust ourselves to Him.  Openly confess and 

acknowledge Him as our Lord.  Enter a covenant relationship with Him by making the appeal for a 
clean conscience to Him in baptism.  Continue to walk holy and pure and in the light as He is in 
the light.  Live your life in the “name” – the very concept of Who and What Jesus is.

So What?
The need is urgent.  If you are here today without a covenant relationship with Christ 

Jesus, you need one to be with God.   If you are somehow living outside of a full and 
proper relationship with Christ, you need to come back to Christ and restore your 
commitment to that covenant.  The devout, religious leaders in Acts 4 thought they we 
were safe in their stubbornness.  Peter, filled with the holy spirit told them they had to 
get right with Christ and follow Him, for;  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no  
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  Come to Christ today.

Closing Prayer;
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Reading:   Acts 4:8-12. Memory:  Acts 4:12
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We each need to find salvation in Jesus Christ.    
Acts 4:12    Christ is the only way to find relationship with God.

I.       Each and every one of us needs salvation.  
A. Many folks are not even looking for salvation.

Romans 3:23    Romans 6:23

B. Christ died for a reason;
John 3:17    Romans 3:26

II.      Salvation is not available anywhere else.  
A. Salvation is only in Christ.

1 Timothy 2:5

B. Salvation will NOT be found elsewhere.
Matthew 15:3-9

C. ANY way other than the “name” of Christ does NOT attain salvation.

III.     We MUST be saved by Jesus Christ.     Acts 4:12
A. Each one of us has an essential and urgent need for Christ.

B. Know what it means to NOT be living “in the name” of Christ.
Ephesians 2:12    Hebrews 10:26-27    Revelation 21:8    Matthew 13:41-42    Revelation 14:11

C. Must be saved in the name of Christ.
John 14:6

So What?
Come to Christ today.


