
Facts To Remember 
Book of 2 Peter 

 
Objective:  Remind Christians of soul saving facts they need to be continually aware of. 
Reading:  2 Peter 3:14-18. 
Memory:   2 Peter 3:17,  “be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men” 
Introduction:   

1. Have you ever said to yourself, “I should have known better”?!  I know I need to check the oil frequently in that 
lawn tractor – why didn’t I do it?  I know that bill comes in every month, why didn’t I plan for it? 

2. Things are even more important in the spiritual realm, matters of the soul and eternity.  In regard to our soul 
salvation … 
 

We need to remain conscious of some fundamental facts. (WHAT?) 

 The Apostle Peter, writes to remind Christians of some vital truths Christians must 
know and already know but are prone to forget.  Let’s review these fundamental and 
essential life-saving facts presented in the Apostle’s letter of 2 Peter. 
 

One fact people, even Christians, seem particularly prone to forget, especially in this day and age of mass 
media coming into our homes, not just on radio and television, but on a variety of internet sources, when 
it is in vogues to be totally acceptant of everything is that 

I. Misleading influences are abundant and active. 

A. We know this by certain and reliable revelation from God. 
1. When God tells us something, we know it is true. 
2. 2 Peter 3:1-2,  “ you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets 

and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.” 
3. Witnessed by voice from heaven at Christ’s baptism, on the mount of transfiguration,  
4. Witnessed by apostles, by Christ’s works here on earth, the miracles, the resurrections. 
5. Witnessed to by the Holy Spirit and by Scripture. 
6. When God warns us of something, we ought to take serious notice.  Don’t let God’s efforts to 

warn us be disregarded or wasted. 
 

B. Expect false prophets. 
1. 2 Peter 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be 

false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.” 
a. Some teach Christianity falsely. 
b. Some teach false religions as truth. 
c. Some disregard the Creator entirely and make it sound like good science or philosophy.   2 

Peter 3:5,  “…it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long 
ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,…” 

2. Though some of them are blatantly obvious, as when they teach that certain sins that God 
detests are acceptable lifestyles, don’t expect them all to be. These folks LOOK good, they 
pretend to teach Christianity, but are wolves in sheep’s clothing.  God says be careful. 

3. 2 Peter 2:17, “These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the 
black darkness has been reserved.” 

 

C. These bring condemnation and destruction. 
1. They are “heresies”, that is false teachings. 
2. They lead those who listen to them, to destruction. 
3. 2 Peter 3:7, “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”  Not only the false teachers, 
who are “ungodly” but those who become “ungodly” by following them. 

4. They will get a just judgment;;  2 Peter 2:13, “suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong,” 
 

We don’t have to follow those false teachers.  We don’t have to fall prey to wolves in sheep’s clothing.  
We don’t have to be lured by erroneous culture. We MUST not, because we know better, have a better 



guide and powerful help.  Christian’s, believer’s, please remember and know that 

II. God has provided for our rescue. 
A. He has provided promises. 

1. 2 Peter 1:3-4, “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4  Through 
these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.” 

2. That we can escape corruption.  If we pay attention. 
3. That we can participate in the “divine nature”.  If we pay attention and apply ourselves. 

 

B. We each need to apply ourselves. 
1. Apply the promises, apply the “gifts” God has given for our spiritual growth and protection.  Some 

will object to saying we must “do” anything.  Authority comes in saying here what Scripture says. 
2. The “righteous” carry responsibilities; 2 Peter 3:11,  “Since everything will be destroyed in this 

way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives.” 
3. 2 Peter 3:14,  “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found 

by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,” 
4. We need to grow in grace and knowledge so we can be “righteous” and godly. 

 

C. God knows how to rescue the godly. 
1. 2 Peter 2:9, “… the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the 

unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,” 
2. Have confidence in God’s rescue.  We can stand with integrity in the face of any and all trials – if 

we trust Him! 
3. The righteous of God are led by the Word of God, led by the spirit of God, led by the Christ! 
4. (Note; He is also able to keep the unrighteous under punishment. Think of Revelation 20, where 

even the “dragon” is confined to the pit.) 
5. The righteous have recourse;   God has provided a way for those who would escape the 

corruption of this world. 
6. In Christ we have everything we need for life.  Purification from former sins. 
7. 2 Peter 1:5-11,  “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 

to goodness, knowledge;  
6
and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;  
7
and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and 

to brotherly kindness, love.  
8
For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 

they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

9
But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has 

forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
10

Therefore, my brothers, be all the 
more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will 
never fall, 

11
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” Help is there but we need to use it. 
 

We need to remember all theses things because of another truth, another fact, that people tend to forget 
or simply overlook, probably because they don’t like to think about it;  the fact that… 

III. Coming judgment is certain. 
A. Our time is short. 

1. Theologically there will be an end to all of this and a Judgment Day for every one of us. 
2. The practical reality is that your judgment comes when you draw your last breath.  No one knows 

when, but we should all know our time is coming.  And soon. 
3. Peter knows he won’t be around much longer.  2 Peter 1:13-15,  “I think it is right to refresh 

your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, 
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because I know that I will soon put 
it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
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And I will make every effort to 

see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.” 
4. How long do you have?  Will it be a heart attack, will it be old age (which comes upon us also with 

amazing speed) Will it be an accident of some kind which may be even sooner? 
a. As God tells the man who used his life to build bigger barns to store his blessings in;  “You 



fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.”  (Luke 12:20) 
5. God can call any of us to judgment ant any moment.  It is coming.  Are you ready? 

 

B. Expect judgment on evil to be severe. 
1. God has warned and warned and warned. 

a. It’s true Scripture is a love-letter.  It’s also true that most of it is warning us out of love. 
b. Some think God doesn’t care or won’t be harsh.  A loving God is fully capable of being severe 

when the situation calls for it.  Romans 11:22, “Behold then the kindness and severity of 
God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His 
kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.” (NASB) 

c. Remember Noah and the Flood. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah. 
d. Think of the fallen angels.  2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare angels when they 

sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for 
judgment;”  How can humans expect to escape. 

2. There will be destruction;  2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in 
which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with 
intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” 

3. There will be punishment upon the wicked.  Such judgment is just. 
a. What if your child was abused and the judge said, “Oh, forget it.”  Would that be “just”? 
b. We expect stolen money to be repaid and appropriate retribution to be made – otherwise we 

would call it “un-just”.  
c. We serve a “just” God and those who ignore His love and help will be punished. 
d. If someone is “corrupt” we don’t expect a “just” judge to place them among the pure and holy. 
e. Judgment from one who sees all, knows all and understands even the motives of men’s 

hearts is just. 
4. Now, God is very patient.  He is waiting and wanting for folks to repent and turn to Him. 2 Peter 

3:9,  “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”  BUT; there IS 
a limit to patience.  Judgment IS coming. 

5. So, we must not “forget” what we have been blessed with. We must not forget the cleansing of 
our “former” sins. We must not forget how to escape the corruption of this world.   

6. We need to be growing in grace and in knowledge of Christ. 
7. 2 Peter 3:17-18,  “You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so 

that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 
steadfastness, 

18 
 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

So What?: 

 Folks, we know what is coming.  We know judgment is coming upon the corrupt and 
wicked.  We know how to escape this corruption.  We must remind each other of these 
things and we must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
 
 



Facts To Remember 
Book of 2 Peter 

 
Reading: 2 Peter 3:14-18. Memory:   2 Peter 3:17 

“b_ o_ y_ g_ s_ t_ y_ a_ n_ c_ a_ b_ t_ e_ o_ u_ m_” 
 
We need to remain conscious of some fundamental facts. 

 Vital truths Christians already know but are prone to forget. 
 
I. Misleading influences are abundant and active. 
A. We know this by certain and reliable revelation from God. 
 2 Peter 3:1-2 
 
 
B. Expect false prophets. 
 2 Peter 2:1       2 Peter 3:5    2 Peter 2:17 
 
 
C. These bring condemnation and destruction. 
 2 Peter 3:7    2 Peter 2:13 
 
 
II. God has provided for our rescue. 

A. He has provided promises. 
 2 Peter 1:3-4 
 
 
B. We each need to apply ourselves. 
 2 Peter 3:11    2 Peter 3:14 
 
 
C. God knows how to rescue the godly. 
 2 Peter 2:9    2 Peter 1:5-11 
 
 
III. Coming judgment is certain. 

A. Our time is short. 
 2 Peter 1:13-15    Luke 12:20 
 
 
B. Expect judgment on evil to be severe. 
 Romans 11:22 (NASB)    2 Peter 2:4    2 Peter 3:10    2 Peter 3:9    2 Peter 3:17-18 
 
 
So What?: 

 Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


