
The Testimony Of God 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 
Objective:  Teach Christians to have confidence in their ability to proclaim the testimony of God. 
Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5. 
Memory:  1 Corinthians 2:2,  “ I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.” 
Introduction:   

1. Have you ever refrained from teaching Christianity to others because you felt inadequate for the task, like you 
didn’t know enough, were not sufficiently educated or somehow not personally up to the job? 

2. Did you ever wish you were wiser somehow so you would know exactly what to say to convince certain people to 
follow Christ? 

3. Proclaiming the testimony of God to people really ought to be extremely simple. 
 

We need to know the how to proclaim the testimony of God. (HOW?) 

 In today’s passage, the Apostle explains how he purposely avoids a lot of these 
difficulties that we encounter or get hung up on ourselves.  As the Apostle goes about 
proclaiming the testimony of God, he keeps it very simple.  Here is how the Apostle 
determines to proclaim the testimony of God to people. 
 

He keeps it very simple.  His first (and our first) interest ought to be simply, 

I. Let me tell you about Jesus. 

A. The very Word of God. 
1. Matthew 1:23, "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."   
a. Here is God right here with us; to walk with us and teach us in a personal way. 
b. Not some note chiseled in stone.  Not some impersonal memo. 
c. Not a threat!, but a living, loving communication! 

2. You want to know what the Word of God says and means?  Here is the very Word of God 
become flesh to demonstrate and to show us. 

3. John 1:14,  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

B. Grace and Truth. 
1. John 1:17,  “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ.” 
2. Grace is a good thing.  And desirable.  Truth is a good thing. And desirable. 
3. This business of religion is NOT just about a list of things to do or not do.  It is about a loving, 

personal relationship.  It is about our actually becoming children of God and all that entails. 
4. It is about actually getting to understand and to know God!  Not mechanical, fearful obedience, 

but obedience from the heart because we have learned to love God with all our heart 
5. It is about understanding and obeying the very spirit of God’s word, not simply robotic compliance 

with rules. 
 

C. The manifestation of God. 
1. Here is light and light.  Here is the Way the Truth and the Life. 
2. John 1:18,  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's 

side, has made him known.” 
3. Here is God walking the earth with man to show who and what God is. 
4. Here is God walking the earth with men to show us how to live with God, in His presence. 

 

After folks come to an appreciation of who and what Jesus Christ is, they can appreciate what He has 
done - what God has accomplished and performed in Jesus.  So,  

II. Let me tell you about Christ crucified. 

A. A show of Love. 
1. A demonstration of the love God has for us – for you! 



2. John 3:16,  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Just dwell on that aspect of it for a 
moment.  Such love that God has for us.  What will God hold back after that? 

3. That is NOT a malicious, uncaring God.  It is a God who loves us and genuinely wants us to walk 
right so we can be with Him.  Such love is worthy of a response from us. 

4. Romans 5:6-8 says, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly.  
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Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good 

man someone might possibly dare to die. 
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But God demonstrates his own love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
5. That is Christ crucified.  Sacrificed out of love for me and you. 

 

B. Incredible spiritual results. 
1. Redemption. 

a. Purchased.  Bought back from our bondage to Satan by sin.  He paid the price. 
b. Ephesians 1:7, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

in accordance with the riches of God's grace” 
c. Galatians 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 

us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."” 
d. If we are with Christ, if we are living “IN” Christ, then we have… 

2. Freedom. 
a. Galatians 5:1, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 

let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 
b. Hebrews 2:14-15, “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that 
is, the devil-- 
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and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death.” 
c. We are free to serve God in love and holiness and righteousness.  We have … 

3. Justification.  
a. Romans 4:25, “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification.” 
b. He paid our purchase price.  We can now stand before God justified.  No accusations, no 

debts.  So the crucifixion brought us… 
4. Atonement. 

a. Romans 3:25, “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 
blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left 
the sins committed beforehand unpunished—” 

b. If God is to be “just” and because God IS “just”, the cost, the punishment for sin had to be 
meted out so we could be brought back in relationship with God. 

c. In Christ, because of Christ crucified, we can stand “at-one” with God. 
 

Such are powerful realities. Simply presented.  How do folks understand the real significance of these 
things accomplished by Christ crucified?  How does this truth move from empty words to life-changing 
and life-influencing reality?  The Apostle would say… 

III. Let folks see it. 
A. Let God do the work.  (Let God demonstrate) 

1. 1 Corinthians 2:4,  “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive 
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power,…” 

2. So the transforming power comes NOT from your skill or personal influence, but through the 
power of God.   

3. Literally “…with a demonstration of the spirit and of power.”  (as both NASB and KJV) 
4. Let God work both!  Let folks SEE (not your skill or personal persuasion, but) God at work! 

 

B. Are we talking about miraculous exhibitions? 
1. Probably.  But much more than that.  None are mentioned in Paul’s stay in Corinth.  1½ year stay, 

so no doubt they we there for the Apostle.  Certainly significant right after he leaves and goes to 
Ephesus;  Acts 19:11-12, “God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 
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so that even 



handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses 
were cured and the evil spirits left them.” 

2. God can certainly continue to do such whenever, wherever He chooses.  BUT, 
a. Such an emphasis here seems to be contrary to the point Paul is trying to make here as he 

has just said in 1 Corinthians 1:22-23,  “Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look 
for wisdom, 
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but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles,…” 
b. If God wants to do miracles, wonderful!  But there are other ways the spirit and the power  of 

God can be demonstrated. 
 

C. Let folks see God’s work in people! 
1. Transforming power of God’s Spirit at work in you! 

a. Live it out.  Demonstrate godliness and changes. Genuine holiness and righteousness in you. 
b. Live love.  Live the fruit of the Spirit.  Let them see “ love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” in your life. 
c. Let them see that you are genuinely a temple for the Holy Spirit. 
d. Paul relates such powerful personal changes in 1 Corinthians 4:12-13,  “When we are 

cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 
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when we are slandered, we 
answer kindly.” 

e. Let them see the Spirit demonstrated in great love and patience and careful instruction. 
f. Let them see the Spirit demonstrated in meekness and in childlike openness and 

responsiveness to the will of the Father. 
g. Let them feel and see that the power of God is at work even in spite of your personal frailties.   

 By frailties here we do not mean sin.  By the spirit and power of God we have put that 
away. 

 By frailties here we mean lack of eloquence, lack of personal powers of persuasion. 

 Incidentally, as you go to speak with people, some fear and trembling must be okay since 
Paul claims he had fear and trembling. This is okay – the power does not come from you. 

 The power does not come from the speaker, but from the message of Christ crucified and 
God at work. 

2. Transforming power of God’s Spirit at work in others! 
a. In lives that have been changed by the message and the Spirit and power of God. 
b. In liars becoming truthful.  In malice and prejudice turning into love. 
c. In hearts being healed.  In genuine godly sorrow over sin.  In genuine repentance. 
d. Let them feel the power at work in themselves as they hear of Christ and Him crucified.  Then 

they will know! 
 

So What?: 

 The concept of “I would share about God if I was a better speaker or had more 
formal training and skills”, has no place if we genuinely rely on God as we should. 
We are not to rely on our own selves as we proclaim the testimony of God to others.  
We are simply to proclaim Christ and Him crucified and rely on demonstration of the 
spirit and of power that comes from God.  What is called for is for Christians to proclaim 
a simple message of Christ crucified and to live out in lives transformed by the Spirit. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 



The Testimony Of God 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 
Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Memory:  1 Corinthians 2:2 

“I r_ t_ k_ n_ w_ I w_ w_ y_ e_ J_ C_ a_ h_ c_.” 

 
We need to know the how to proclaim the testimony of God. 

 How to proclaim the testimony of God to people. 
 
I. Let me tell you about Jesus. 
A. The very Word of God. 
 Matthew 1:23    John 1:14 

 
 
B. Grace and Truth. 
 John 1:17 

 
 
C. The manifestation of God. 
 John 1:18 

 
 
II. Let me tell you about Christ crucified. 

A. A show of Love. 
 John 3:16    Romans 5:6-8 

 
 
B. Incredible spiritual results. 
 Ephesians 1:7    Galatians 3:13    Galatians 5:1    Hebrews 2:14-15    Romans 4:25    Romans 3:25 

 
 
III. Let folks see it. 
A. Let God do the work.  (Let God demonstrate) 
 1 Corinthians 2:4 

 
 
B. Are we talking about miraculous exhibitions? 
 Acts 19:11-12    1 Corinthians 1:22-23 

 
 
C. Let folks see God’s work in people! 
 1 Corinthians 4:12-13 

 
 
So What?: 

 Proclaim Christ crucified and live transformed by the Spirit. 


