
Resolve To Be True To God
Daniel 1 - 2

Objective:  Convince each of the need and the value of making a resolve to always be right with God.
Reading:  Daniel 1:3-5,  6-16.
Memory:  Daniel 1:8,  “… Daniel resolved not to defile himself…”
Introduction:
1. How will you react when you are confronted with temptations of this world?  How will you behave on 

your first date?  What kind of patient will you be in a nursing home?  NOW is the time to decide and 
determine – before you are caught up in your emotions – while you can think clearly.

2. It is best to make a firm resolve before you are tested!  It will help you to stand firm and holy and pure 
and right with God when the time comes if you are already resolved to do it right. Now is the time to 
make that clear determination – before you are so entangled that you can not / do not think clearly.

We should determine to always do what is holy in the sight of God. (WHY?)
The experience and example of Daniel illustrates how vitally important it is to make a clear  

and firm resolve before the testing comes.
Probably the most significant thing in Daniel’s life, in this book, and in our own lives, is…
I.       The Resolve:  
A. Resolve to not be defiled in any way.

1. Daniel 1:8  ,  “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he  
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.”

2. Daniel et al. were completely surrounded and overwhelmed by an ungodly society.
a. Much like we are today.  Kids going to school learning nasty words they never learned at 

home?  Young folks going off to college entering land of free sex, atheism, total tolerance of 
ungodly behaviors.  

b. Land where it is NOT normal habit to worship God in church on Sundays,  New ideas and 
thoughts on opportunities for sin.

c. Or maybe it is you in your workplace – expected to laugh at dirty jokes, use and respond to 
coarse language, be acceptant and participate in ungodly behavior seen as “normal”.

d. It is easy to be “Christian” among a thousand Christians, how about when you stand alone?
3. You will be tested.  Though it comes through men, God allows such testing so you might grow in 

spirit and in Christian character.  Do you really trust Him?  Do you really belong to Him?  Or do 
you belong to Him in words only – when things are easy?

4. It is easy to be Christian when surrounded by Christians – what will you do when you stand alone, 
when you are the only one?  Will you stand pure and holy and faithful even then?

B. What “defiles” a person?
1. Anything that might take God out of first place.

a. I will cooperate and help, but I can never, never do anything that I perceive as contrary to 
godliness.

b. God needs to be first and foremost at all times – anything that relegates service and devotion to 
God to second priority in our lives is idolatry and defiles us.

2. Anything that conflicts with the clear Lordship of God.
a. Any minute disobedience to God.     Tiny lies,  stealing small things.
b. If I am exchanging purity for prestige, or position or a paycheck – that defiles.
c. If it causes me to abandon my assembling with the saints for learning, teaching, communion, 

worship and mutual encouragement by my own choice – defiles.
3. Anything that causes our mind or spirit to dwell on ungodly things and thus corrupts our spirit.
4. Anything that might bring disgrace to the concept of God.

a. Selling of pornography in your grocery store.
b. Immodest dress.     Leaving your blouse unbuttoned too far?     Pants or dress too tight or 

revealing?    Swim suit that essentially leaves you naked?
c. Chuckling at dirty jokes.   Using dirty jokes.
d. Using coarse language because we are with coarse people all day – is defiling. 



e. Ephesians 5:4.  , says there should not be any “… obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking,  
which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.”

5. Might think of it as “clean” vs. “dirty”.  (dirty is defiled)
a. To act politely is a “clean”. To reach out and help someone in need is a “clean”.
b. To tease someone’s misfortune is a “dirty”.
c. To copy someone else’s homework is a “dirty”. To disobey you parent is a “dirty”.  Defiles.

C. Such a resolution calls for a clear and definite decision on our part.
1. Such a resolution should be made in advance to be really helpful.

a. Not get up @ morning and decide what to do.  Every day must be lived for God.
b. Will I go to church today?  That decision should have been favorably made long ago, not on 

Sunday morning.
c. How will I respond to an enemy, a grouchy neighbor, even to an obnoxious spouse or an 

unreasonable employer?  I will refuse to sin – ever.  I will be gentle, loving, and as helpful, and 
cooperative as I can be without sinning – at all times.

d. I will never swear or curse or cuss.  Therefore when I do get in a fight, the decision is already 
made.

e. This calls for patient endurance.  This calls for “dying to self”.  This calls for putting others first 
and honoring them above myself.

f. As Romans 12:9, says “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  
10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.”

g. And Romans 12:17-18,  “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in  
the eyes of everybody. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with  
everyone.”

2. Such resolution to not be defiled may involve “speaking up”.  
a. Please, boss, may I be excused from the office party where everyone gets so drunk?
b. Please, boss, I will do my job thoroughly, but I cannot cheat or sell pornographic books.
c. Please, teacher, may I be excused from reading this book – it is so full of vulgar language and 

ideas?
3. For a Christian this resolution and all this clear commitment  is intended to take place at baptism.

Once we make such a clear resolution, we not only have helped ourselves by making up our mind how  
we will behave in certain situations in advance, but we have also teamed up with God and have Him on  
our side.  Daniel made a resolve.  Let’s consider…
II.      The Result   (of such resolution)  :  
A. God grants His help.

1. Daniel 1:9  ,  “Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel…” 
Though it was scary for the the official, he was willing to try to let Daniel do it his way – for 10 
days – and found Daniel’s way very favorable.

2. God is alive and working with you today in the same way.  He provides enabling power.  You will 
be surprised how things work out to where you can handle situations.  You may find that you and 
your boss prosper contrary to worldly expectations.

3. God provided a way when it seemed there was no way. God can do the same for you today;  
a. 1 Corinthians 10:13  ,  “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And 

God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you  
are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”

b. 2 Corinthians 4:8-9  ,  “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but  
not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”

c. God’s power and life will shine through and be seen.
4. God blessed them with health and with knowledge.

a. Daniel 1:17-20  ,  “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all  
kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all  
kinds. 18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official  
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he found none 
equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20In 
every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he  



found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole  
kingdom.”

b. You have this access to knowledge too.   Guide to life, relationships.  Through the Bible, 
through following God’s Spirit, you know how life works!

c. People notice that they are blessed by the presence of people who belong to God.  From 
Joseph, to Daniel, to earthly kings of the middle ages, to your boss – It helps to have honest, 
trustworthy, hard working, hard-serving people working for you.

B. God answers prayers of those who refuse to be defiled.
1. Daniel 2:17-18  ,  “Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends  

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of  
heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the  
rest of the wise men of Babylon.”

2. The prayers of an undefiled person are powerful. James 5:16,  “Therefore confess your sins to  
each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 
man is powerful and effective.”

3. Think of the prayers of several righteous, undefiled, joined together in earnest, sincere prayer!
4. Matthew 7:7  ,  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door  

will be opened to you.”
5. James 4:2b  ,  “…You do not have, because you do not ask God.”
6. Who do you want praying for you?  Someone who is a adulterous thief, someone who has no 

relationship to God?  Someone like God is speaking of in Isaiah 59:2, where He says, “… your 
iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so  
that he will not hear.”,  or someone who is clearly devoted to God and has a good and pure 
relationship with God?

7. When do you expect Him to answer your own prayers: when defiled, or when you are pure?

C. Such undefiled integrity is rewarded.
1. Daniel gave credit to God, where it belonged.  Daniel  2:27-28, Daniel replied “…No wise man, 

enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about,  
28but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar  
what will happen in days to come. …”

2. God blessed Daniel beyond imagination.  Daniel  2:48,  “Then the king placed Daniel in a high 
position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of  
Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men.”

3. God is able to do that and more for @ of us.    Ephesians 3:20,  “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work  
within us,”

So What?:
We each need to make a definite, clear cut decision to follow God, to be right with 

God and not allow ourselves to become defiled by the world around us.  This should 
have been done when we called upon the Lord for a clear conscience in our baptism.  If 
you need to renew such a decision, I urge you to do so now.  If you have never made 
such a decision, I also urge you to do so now, without delay. We need to each set our 
hearts wholeheartedly on God.  We need to resolve to not be defiled in any way.

Closing Prayer:



Resolve To Be True To God
Daniel 1 - 2

Reading:  Daniel 1:3-5,  6-16. Memory:  Daniel 1:8
“… D_ r_ n_ t_ d_ h_…”

We should determine to always do what is holy in the sight of God.
The experience and example of Daniel illustrates how vitally important it is to make a clear 

and firm resolve before the testing comes.

I.       The Resolve:    
A. Resolve to not be defiled in any way.

Daniel 1:8

B. What “defiles” a person?
Ephesians 5:4

C. Such a resolution calls for a clear and definite decision on our part.
Romans 12:9    Romans 12:17-18

II.      The Result   (of such resolution)  :  
A. God grants His help.

Daniel 1:9    1 Corinthians 10:13    2 Corinthians 4:8-9    Daniel 1:17-20

B. God answers prayers of those who refuse to be defiled.
Daniel 2:17-18    James 5:16    Matthew 7:7    James 4:2b    Isaiah 59:2

C. Such undefiled integrity is rewarded.
Daniel  2:27-28    Daniel  2:48    Ephesians 3:20

So What?:
Resolve to not be defiled in any way.


