Hold Fast to Christ!
Hebrews 3:1-6

Objective: @ to realize that faithfulness to Jesus is the ultimate in religious security.

Reading: Hebrews 3:1-14.

Memory: Hebrews 3:14, “We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we
had at first.”

Introduction:

1. s your allegiance to God in Christ pure and true and complete?

2. There are many pressures in this world that tend to draw people away from their allegiance to Christ.
Peer pressures, personal lusts, philosophies doubts about what to do doctrinally. False religions can
be very persuasive, especially if they have an obvious element of truth and if other people are
pressuring you towards them.

3. So called “Christian” denominations also have a great deal of teachings which stand in error or
flagrant contradictions to Christ and Truth. We must not slip into any of these ways.

We must remain faithful to Jesus in all things!  (wHY?)

Why should | be so diligent to know Jesus’and follow Christ rather than some set of
doctrines which other people endorse? Turn with me to Hebrews 3 please. Here, the
Hebrew people are facing a similar dilemma to what | have been describing. Evidently,
some are contemplating reverting to former ways, which for them means Judaism.
They are thinking, “It’s a good religion isn't it? It came from God didn’t it? And it will be
much easier for us to follow because we won'’t have to face such opposition from family
and friends, and besides, we already know the tenants of Judaism. We won’t have to
struggle to learn or to change our habits and practices.” The same sort of thing could
be said about many of our religious backgrounds. The author of Hebrews argues for
these people to not return to Judaism. We may not be contemplating returning to
Judaism, but his argumentation is still valid as to why we need to remain faithful to
Jesus in actions, thoughts, attitudes and doctrine and not return to denominational ways
or stray to some other form of religion.

The first point which the author brings out, is in the use of a particular word.
. Jesus Himself is the “APOSTLE” of this faith:
A. What is an “Apostle”
1. One who is sent with the full power and authority of the Sender, as a personal representative.
2. Like child sent by parent to tell other child something, only more. Message is from the Boss!
3. Hearing from Christ is like talking to God face to face! Jesus really explains the concept in John_
12:49-50., “For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded

me what to say and how to say it. °l know that his command leads to eternal life. So
whatever | say is just what the Father has told me to say.”

4. There are many “apostles” in NT. Some are sent by churches. The “Twelve” were apostles of
Jesus. He specifically appointed then and sent them with specific authority. Paul was the Apostle
sent specifically by Jesus to the Gentiles.

5. God specifically anointed Jesus and sent Him with specific authority. Jesus was straight from
God.

B. Consider these people’s regard for Moses.
1. Moses was also a sort of an apostle, but his authority did not compare with that of Jesus.
2. Moses was like the baby-sitter while Jesus is the parent.

C. Consider the authority which Jesus had:
1. Over weather - calmed the storm. Over elements - Water to wine, extended bread and fishes.



ISARRANE SN

Over disease - Peter’s mother-in-law.

Over demons - expelled “legion” and others with just a simple authoritative word.

Over Death - Lazarus, Widow of Nain’s son, Himself resurrected.

Over sin - forgave sins on several occasions - and continues to do so!

Matthew 28:18., “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.”

Who do you listen to for authority? Preacher? Parent? Denomination? Tradition? Listen to Jesus;
He is the direct apostle from God. He has the authority to say things.

In addition to Jesus Himself being the primary and authoritative messenger, He is also High Priest;
Il. _Jesus Himself Is the “HIGH PRIEST” of this faith:

A. A‘priest’ is a “go-between”.
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One who is entitled to come into the very presence of God on behalf of others.

One who ministers before God on behalf of men.

One who offers sacrifices to provide atonement for people’s sins.

In the Old Testament, there were many “priests” but only one High priest at a time. Only one
allowed in direct presence of God.

Jesus is there always. He is seated at the right hand of God in heaven and able continually to
intercede with God on behalf on man.

B. There were also other High Priests - but none were/are really adequate.

1.

2.
3.

5.

In the Old Testament, they were appointed by God and served for their lifetime, then were
replaced. They are dead and gone.

Jesus lives! We have good evidence that Jesus arose. He is still High Priest.

Other high priests came into God’s presence only occasionally. Jesus lives in God’s presence
constantly and continually!

They offered only temporary sacrifices (payments) for sins, and had to do so repeatedly.
a. They were only allowed into direct presence of God once @ year because of their inadequacy.
b. Came with animal sacrifices, not really themselves.

C. Listen to Hebrews 9:6-14., “When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered
regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. "But only the high priest entered the
inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself
and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. *The Holy Spirit was showing by this
that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first
tabernacle was still standing. °This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the
gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.
“They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external
regulations applying until the time of the new order. "When Christ came as high priest of the
good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle
that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. '?He did not enter by means of
the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own_
blood, having obtained eternal redemption. *The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a
heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to
death, so that we may serve the living God!”

Can any one else serve in this capacity?. Mohammed? Pope? Mary? Any mortal? Not even any
church. Only Christ can do this!!!

C. Jesus is the only one really qualified in this area.

1.

He is really the only Intercessor. 1 Timothy 2:5-6, “For there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, *‘who gave himself as a ransom for all men—
the testimony given in its proper time.”



2. Perfectly qualified by His own blood and His own spirit. Hebrews 10:11-14., “Day after day
every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. ?But when this priest had offered for all time
one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. *Since that time he waits for
his enemies to be made his footstool, “because by one sacrifice he has made perfect
forever those who are being made holy.”

3. No other religious leader or leaders can ever begin to compare or serve in this way.

Moses was faithful in his capacity and therefore worthy of honor, but Jesus is extremely more important
and worthy of extremely more honor than Moses (or any other entity) because...

lll. Jesus is Himself the “OWNER” of the house:
A. The “house” is the people.
1. This is not a reference to any physical building. It is the “household” - the family of God !
2. In the Old Testament, Israel is God’s house. That group which God had built and called to Himself.
3. Today, the “house of God” is the church. Ephesians 2:19-20, “Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s

household, ®built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.”

4. Itis His body, His church. Ephesians 1:22-23., “And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, ®which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills everything in every way.”

B. Moses was indeed honorable and faithful, but he was only a servant.
1. Same thing applies to whomever you might follow, other than Jesus.
2. Same thing applies to any body which you may think is religiously correct or desirable.
3. Jesus is the Builder. His design. His intention. His wisdom. His plan. His power.

4. Just like someone who comes up with a design for an airplane or a violin, or a painting, the guy
that builds is to be more honored than thing he built. The Creator is more honored than the
creation.

C. Jesus is Owner.

1. He is the maker, the originator, the creator. He is the author!

2. We are only part of the house. Me, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Any religious person.

3. Like employees, servants - hopefully giving strength, direction, orientation - but not the Master. not
the owner, not even the chief executive officer. That is Jesus.

4. Jesus is the reason and the head. Colossians 1:17-18., “He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. ’And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”

So What?:

Who is the head of “saved” people? (Christ is!) Who has authority over “saved”
people? Who is able to save? There should be no question as to whom we should
follow and to whom we should listen. We should no longer “be tossed here and there by
waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine”. We should follow Jesus in all things.
“We are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ...”. If we choose to
follow a certain denomination or religion, we belong to that denomination or religion and
it can not save. Only Christ can save. Romans 6:16 says “Do you not know that when
you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom
you obey...” We belong to Christ only if it is Christ that we follow and serve.

Check out verse 6 with me. We are a part of His house only “IF if we hold on to our
courage and the hope of which we boast.”




Temptations are strong to drift astray. To yield to the pressures of friends, family,
peers, to follow something else, maybe a set of religious doctrines we were raised with
and are therefore comfortable with; to allow allegiance to Jesus to grow lax, to seek
comfort in some other set of religious doctrines were we don’t have to struggle so much.

Following Jesus is worth whatever the cost may be. The question to ask is not
which denominational doctrine to follow or which religious leader to follow. The question
is what does Jesus want and teach. Our being right with JESUS is what is important.

Closing Prayer;



Hold Fast to Christ!
Hebrews 3:1-6

Reading: Hebrews 3:1-14. Memory: Hebrews 3:14
“W_h_c_t s i _C_i_w_h f ttetc w h_ at.”

We must remain faithful to Jesus in all things!
Why we need to remain faithful to Jesus in actions, thoughts, attitudes and doctrine.

Jesus Himself is the “APOSTLE” of this faith:
A. What is an “Apostle” John 12:49-50

B. Consider these people’s regard for Moses.

C. Consider the authority which Jesus had. Matthew 28:18

Il. Jesus Himself is the “HIGH PRIEST” of this faith:
A. A‘priest’ is a “go-between”.

B. There were other high priests - but none adequate. Hebrews 9:6-14

C. Jesus is the only one qualified. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 Hebrews 10:11-14

Ill. Jesus is Himself the “OWNER” of the house:
A. The “house” is the people. Ephesians 2:19-20 Ephesians 1:22-23

B. Moses was only a servant.

C. Jesus is Owner. Colossians 1:17-18

So What?:
Being right with JESUS is what is important.



