
Heavenly Wisdom
James 3:13-18

Objective:  Teach each to conduct their lives by heaven’s counsel.
Reading:  James 3:13-18.
Memory:   James 3:13,  “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by  
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”
Introduction:

1. How do you routinely respond to life’s choices and dilemmas?  Do you deal wisely with life?
2. Is it they way you learned from parents or others?  Maybe that is good, maybe it is not?
3. Is it the way you have always done? So often, my normal reaction is what continues to get me into 
trouble.  “Man that was a dumb thing to do!”  Puts me in trouble again!  Now I need to live with the 
result.  Why do I always do those kinds of things?
4. We don’t need to get ourselves in trouble like that.  Not when we have a heavenly guide to lead 
us.

We should seek to live by heavenly wisdom. (HOW?)
James 3:13-18 compares 2 types of wisdom (worldly and heavenly) and teaches us how to 

identify and live by heavenly wisdom.
Wisdom that is wisdom, heavenly wisdom will be 
I.       Seen in the nature of life and deeds.  
A. Heavenly wisdom is exemplified by “gentleness”.

1. James 3:13    “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, 
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”
a. (NAS) “Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 

his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.”
b. (KJV);  “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of  

a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.
2. Wisdom is seen in the nature of your life, in the nature of the things you do, in your conversation 

and behavior.  “… be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger  
does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” (James 1:19-20)

3. Loud, angry voices DO NOT defend truth and accomplish what God wants and expects.
4. Curt, hurtful answers do not get good things done – successfully.
5. Harsh retaliation DOES NOT defend your innocence or accomplish any good thing.
6. James 3:17   clarifies;  “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 

peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and  
sincere.” That is the nature of actions and interactions and leadership that will make proper 
progress.

B. What behaviors and deeds characterize your life?
1. James 3:14   warns “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not  

boast about it or deny the truth.”
2. What is your life generally about?  Is it exhibition of “good life”?  Is it characterized by deeds done 

in humility and meekness that comes from heavenly wisdom?  
3. Or characterized by envy and selfish ambition?  Is your life generally about yourself?  Somehow, 

God says that is not really “wise”!
4. How do you respond to offenses and evil actions of others?  Persecutions?  With gentleness, or 

with violence?  Angry words, sharp tempers, irritated voices, degrading tones?
5. Do you feel need to aggressively defend yourself against lies, or can you meekly let truth be seen 

in your character and allow your spirit to witness the truth?
6. If it is your habit to wake up grouchy, respond irritably, control the remote, grumble at the 

neighbors, complain about the TV shows and politicians, maybe its time to think about the source 
of your wisdom.  Is it heavenly or is it worldly, and where is such wisdom leading you and yours?

7. How do you respond to tribulations; unexpected bill arrives, spouse puts a dent in the car, your life 
is somehow “inconvenienced by the needs of others?  Does your response show that you are 



acting out of love or out of selfishness?  If it is selfishness, don’t try to deny it, even to yourself, 
because it will find you out.

The worldly concept of “me first”, look out for # 1, that generates a personal arrogance, that reaches out  
to squelch others in order to elevate self is a very large part of what Scripture here refers to as “earthly”  
and “unspiritual” wisdom”.  Folks, to walk by heavenly wisdom, we need to;
II.      Eliminate jealousy and selfishness.  
A. Such things are of this realm and are demonic.

1. James 3:14-15   again.  “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven 
but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.”

2. “Earthly” or “worldly” as NAS puts it, doesn’t seem too bad until you realize that Scripture equates 
it with “demonic” or “of the devil”.

3. Someone says, “It is only a “natural” reaction, response.  Sure.
a. “Natural” = “sensual” = this worldly = demonic.
b. The normal, physical reaction of this world is often devilish rather that godly or spiritual.

4. You are acting in league with demons when you …
a. Subtly tear another down because there is a jealousy or envy in your heart. (gossip about them. 

Point out their flaws.  Subtly mention the mistakes they have made to make them look bad.)
b. Look down on another person and refuse to talk to them or look out for their best interest.
c. When you decide you don’t really care what happens to them.
d. When you secretly wish they weren’t around because they are bother & in your way.
e. When a brother or sister just seems like too much trouble.  “I’m too busy to worry about them”.

B. Having such qualities in your heart leads to falsehoods!
1. James 3:14  ,  “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast  

about it or deny the truth.”  Denial of truths!  About yourself.  About life.  About other things.
2. Envy and selfishness exhibits a false portrayal of Christ!  As a Christian, you are supposed to be 

an ambassador, a role model.  You are supposed to be the very image of Christ.  The world is to 
look to us for the truth of what God is like.
a. Philippians 2:3-5   exhibits the true Christ.  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain  

conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:…”

b. Romans 5:8   exhibits the true Christ.  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  This kind of sacrificial love and service.

c. What image do you portray to others of Christ as Christ lives in you?
d. Colossians 3:9-10  ,  “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with  

its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the  
image of its Creator.”  We are supposed to know Christ and show that we know Christ!

3. Envy and selfishness exhibits a false portrayal of your own teachings!
a. The passage context is advice to teachers.  Are you verbally teaching one thing and visibly 

teaching another?
b. If anybody will spot your hypocrisy, it is your kids!  We have got to teach them by example, with 

heavenly wisdom, which means getting rid of envy and selfishness.
c. Genuinely demonstrate gentleness, patience, self control, love, hospitality, truth; in all of our 

dealings – in correcting and disciplining the kids, in business deals, family arguments, etc.

C. The result of envy and selfishness is disorder and evil.
1. James 3:16  ,  “For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 

every evil practice.”
2. Now is a time to look around your life, especially home life.  If you see “disorder and evil practices” 

you are probably operating on worldly, unspiritual wisdom.
3. Each of us has at sometime probably experienced this, so,  you know it to be true!
a. She hurts me with selfishness, so I hurt her back with selfishness = disorder and evil.
b. I’m angry, so in arrogance I don’t talk, don’t communicate, so they get hurt and think I am nasty 

and hurt me back.



c. One is jealous and makes a snide remark which gets repeated and the gossip flies.
4. Wanting things “my way” leads to groups, “cliques” = divisions, alienation.  Disorder and evil.
5. Jealousies lead to misrepresentations, confusions.  Twisting of truth, not speaking, not clarifying, 

defensiveness which always hinders communications ... Disorder and evil.

When one walks with heavenly wisdom, their life will …
III.     Have heavenly character.  
A. Wisdom is seen by its fruit.

1. Whether one lives by heavenly wisdom or worldly wisdom is be seen by the character of their 
lives.

2. Earthly wisdom produces strife, disorder, evil.  Heavenly wisdom produces good things.
a. Peace.  Unity.  Glory to God.  Family harmony.  Respect at work, for integrity.
b. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, etc.”

3. James 3:17  ,  “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”

4. You actually have a choice.  To a very large degree, you choose which wisdom to follow.  What 
fruit do you reveal?  (What wisdom does your life reveal?  Things that are…)
a. pure  ?  Are there things you try to keep hidden? Deeds that might be called corrupt or defiling?
b. peace-loving  ?  Not there if you are best described as harsh, caustic, argumentative.
c. considerate  , (NAS = gentle ) Like a gentleman.  Folks feel like they are cared for, cared about.
d. submissive  ? (NAS = reasonable) Do you win arguments by force, aggressiveness, outbursts of 

anger, or do you try your best to understand what others are thinking, feeling, needing?
e. full of mercy  ?  (NAS = full of mercy) Opposite of “severe”!  Football slogan; “kick ‘em while 

they’re down”.  That is world’s wisdom.  Slap them emotionally when you can?  Over-
disciplining?  Are you known for carrying grudges and hard feelings, or for mercy?

f. good fruit  ?  Are you surrounded by strife that you help produce, or by godliness and peace?
g. impartial  ?  (NAS = unwavering) Do people know you will be there always doing what is right no 

matter what the situation or who is involved?  Can children trust you to take them to movies if 
you promised or do you “waver” and sidestep them because they are just kids?

h. sincere  ?  (NAS = without hypocrisy) or do you tend to fool yourself and do inconsistent things? 
Do you mean what you say?

B. “Peace” will prevail if you are sowing according to heavenly wisdom.
1. James 3:18  ,  “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”
2. If you are honest and straightforward you don’t have to worry about getting caught.
3. If you are above board and open you don’t have to worry about getting falsely accused.
4. If you do no harm to others you don’t have to worry about their retaliation.
5. If you strive to remain sinless and abide in Christ, you don’t have to worry about God’s wrath and 

punishment.
6. When problems do come in your life, you will know they are for legitimate reason and you can 

glorify God in them.  Righteousness will be seen even then.

So What?
Who knows how to live?  Are you really wise and understanding? We don’t need to continue 

in the problems non-believers have.  We don’t need to follow the normal course of this world. 
We have direction that comes from above.  We should live by heavenly wisdom.  Who is wise 
and understanding?  Show it by good life, by deeds done in the humility.

Closing Prayer:



Heavenly Wisdom
James 3:13-18

Reading:  James 3:13-18. Memory:   James 3:13
“W_ i_ w_ a_ u_ a_ y_?

L_ h_ s_ i_ b_ h_ g_ l_, b_ d_ d_ i_ t_ h_ t_ c_ f_ w_.”

We should seek to live by heavenly wisdom.
How to identify and live by heavenly wisdom.

I.       Seen in the nature of life and deeds.  
A. Heavenly wisdom is exemplified by “gentleness”.

James 3:13    James 3:17

B. What behaviors and deeds characterize your life?
James 3:14

II.      Eliminate jealousy and selfishness.  
A. Such things are of this realm and are demonic.

James 3:14-15

B. Having such qualities in your heart leads to falsehoods!
Philippians 2:3-5     Romans 5:8     Colossians 3:9-10

C. The result of envy and selfishness is disorder and evil.
James 3:16

III.     Have heavenly character.  
A. Wisdom is seen by its fruit.

James 3:17

B. “Peace” will prevail if you are sowing according to heavenly wisdom.
James 3:18

So What?
Who is wise and understanding?  Show it by good life, and by deeds done in the 

humility of heavenly wisdom.


