
Letters From God
2 Corinthians 3:1-3

Objective:  Encourage Christians to look to spirit of people for manifestations of Truth.
Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 3:1-3, 18.
Memory Verse:   2 Corinthians 3:3,  “You show that you are a letter from Christ,…”
Introduction:  
1. .
2. .
3.

We should be able to read people as letters from God. (HOW?)
In this section of Scripture, the divinely inspired Apostle urges people to look at 

people as letters from God in order to see and determine the validity of their ministries. 
He urges them to look at themselves as verification of who and what he (Paul) himself is 
as an agent sent from God.  We also ought to learn to look at the heart and spirit of 
people for endorsement of spiritual reliability.

When considering the spiritual works and even the spiritual teachings of others, one of the very prime  
things that ought to be considered is the heart and spirit of the people.  Look at the letter written on  
people by God in order
I.       To endorse reliability of teachers.  
A. Look at their heart and spirit.

1. Pen and ink are not needed.  Written letters of authorization are not needed.  2 Corinthians 3:2, 
“You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody.”

2. Paul is saying, “Look at the changes that take place in the people being taught and ministered to.”
3. In fact, diplomas, letters of authorization from hierarchy can mean little or nothing or even be 

grossly mistaken.
4. Graduation from a certain curriculum does not necessarily mean a spiritual maturity or a doctrinal 

correctness.
5. It is not that written authorization is wrong or sinful – it simply is not required to authorize the 

Message from God!
6. Truth is truth and can be seen.  Not only in words, but especially in hearts and spirit!
7. Human programs and businesses, human efforts often require or expect letters of 

recommendation or authorization for representatives to be accepted.  One doesn’t need human 
letters of authorization to know that one is from God.

8. Look for truth in their spirit and in their fruits!
• If they molest children, they are not true people of God.
• If they are spiritually arrogant like those teachers that are putting down the Apostle, they are 

not true people of God.
• If they continue to use the Lord’s name in vain, continue in coarse and vulgar language …
• If they continue to get drunk, continue to gossip, etc. they are not true people of God.
• True people of God will show genuine fruits of repentance and godliness – 1 John 3:5, 

“Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”  If they are not 
working on that, something is wrong!

B. Look at the result of their ministry.
1. Nature of the ministry becomes obvious / evident.  Is it producing Christ-likeness in people?
2. 2 Corinthians 3:3  ,   “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on  
tablets of human hearts.”

3. What appears when looking at the people of the congregation, the people taught by a certain 
instructor or mentor?  Is it legalism?  Is it denominationalism?  Is it attempt to please men?

4. Do you see the spirit of God?  Do you see genuine power to transform?  Power that does not 
come from human hands, human manipulations, human skill and ability to transform, but comes 



with an adequacy that can only come from God – to genuinely prompt changes of Christ-likeness 
and godly glory?

5. What does our effort really produce in people;  compliance or transformation?
6. Are the changes (even in our children) human-derived or God-derived?  
7. 2 Corinthians 3:5  ,   “Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for  

ourselves, but our competence comes from God.”   The changes we ought to be looking for 
are NOT from human force, human enforcement or manipulation, but must come from God!

8. There must be evidence of God’s Presence – His work in our lives and in the fruits of our labors; 
as Paul says 2 Corinthians 3:6,   “He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 
Spiritual changes need to be evident to verify what is going on in people and in churches.

9. (Not all who hear from a valid source with change – Jesus even had a Judas)

C. The legitimacy of a work is identified by its fruit.
1. Matthew 7:15-20  ,  “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but  

inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick  
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.”

2. The real McCoy likewise is recognized by its fruit.  I hope that is me.  I hope that is you.
3. 2 Corinthians 3:18  ,   “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who 
is the Spirit.”  If the power  of God is really at work, such changes must be evident.  They can be 
seen and read in others.  Can be seen and read in ourselves.

Not only are people a letter from God, readable on the human heart by you (us) in order to see whether  
the effort and person are from God or man, but every Christian ought to know and understand that we,  
ourselves, individually are also a letter from God…
II.      To be read by others.  
A. The spirit of God should be seen in you.

1. God’s endorsement and presence should be manifest on Christians to those who look; 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22,  “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He  
anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a  
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  That spirit of God should be seen in you.  Living, 
active.  Changing you.  Growing.  Visibly glorious changes to be seen.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:11-12  ,  “Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade  
men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are 
not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take  
pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in  
what is in the heart.”  If somebody is simply concerned about appearances, something is wrong. 
We need to look to see the heart!  It is already plain to God.  He sees the heart!

3. 2 Corinthians 4:2  ,   “   by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every  
man’s conscience in the sight of God.”  Truth, not simply in words, but in deeds!
• If I say I belong to God, in Christ, my life should show it.
• People often call Him Lord”, but it is obvious they don’t really put Him first priority, they don’t 

really obey everything He says, they don’t really die to self so that He is the life manifest in 
them.  Words and actions are supposed to agree.  

• Otherwise, we deceive ourselves!  Otherwise, we are living a lie!  Otherwise our worship is 
vain and worthless.  

• This truth is visible to everyone if they look at the heart and spirit.  It is visible to God.
4. Word’s can deceive, mislead, overstate;  a message written on the heart does not lie.
5. We need to open eyes of the heart to see the heart – not just of other people, we need to also 

read the heart-message of God as well, not just the letter, but the spirit.
6. You   are proof of the validity of the Message that people are hearing or need to hear.



• Provided that spiritual changes have indeed taken place.
• If such changes have not taken place, you have either not heard the Message, or you are 

living a lie.  And that is obvious also!

B. Human acknowledgement and authorization is not needed.
1. Here is how people are to believe Christ was indeed sent from God and that the disciples are 

from God as well;  they can “see” Christ in us!  Speaking of Christians in John 17:21, Jesus says, 
“…May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

2. We don’t need to commend ourselves.  We don’t need the commendation or recommendation of 
others.  We need to display true godliness in our hearts.  Then folks can see!

3. The spiritual changes taking place within you, yourself, are a testimony to the truth of the Gospel 
and the veracity of the ministers delivering that message.

4. Heart changes taking place in you as a result of our message are our endorsement from God to 
you. Heart changes taking place in you are your endorsement to others that you are from God.

5. Adequacy comes from God.  By the spirit.  Not from some human or group of humans authorizing 
or endorsing us.

C. A message from God.
1. 2 Corinthians 2:3  ,   “You show that you are a letter from Christ,”
2. The Ten Commandments were “Inscribed by the finger of God” on tablets of stone.  Here is the 

ultimate message from God, inscribed by the finger of God – on our hearts!  By the Spirit!
3. The children of God ought to be obvious in the world.  What can people “read” in you?

• Do people read in you this message obviously from God?
• Do they read in you a message of truth?  Do they read in you a message of love.
• A message of purity and holiness.  Godliness.  A message of faith and faithfulness.

4. A message of sincerity;  2 Corinthians 2:17,  “…in Christ we speak before God with sincerity,  
like men sent from God.”

5. These heart changes in you may be a noxious fume to some, but they are the fragrance of life to 
others.  (2 Corinthians 2:16)

6. 2 Corinthians 3:18  ,  “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being  
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who  
is the Spirit.”

So What?:
People can be read like a book (like a letter) to verify the truth of their relationship to 

God.  When anyone looks at them, if they are really committed to Christ and living “in 
Christ”, genuine Christ-likeness ought to be visible in them.  In increasing measure. 
This applies to each of us.  Genuine Christians (those who belong to and represent 
Christ) genuinely reflect the Lord’s glory.

Closing Prayer:
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We should be able to read people as letters from God.
Look at the heart and spirit of people for endorsement of spiritual reliability.

I.       To endorse reliability of teachers.  
A. Look at their heart and spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:2    1 John 3:5

B. Look at the result of their ministry.
2 Corinthians 3:3    2 Corinthians 3:5    2 Corinthians 3:6

C. The legitimacy of a work is identified by its fruit.
Matthew 7:15-20    2 Corinthians 3:18

II.      To be read by others.  
A. The spirit of God should be seen in you.

2   Corinthians 2:21-22      2 Corinthians 5:11-12    2 Corinthians 4:2

B. Human acknowledgement and authorization is not needed.
John 17:21

C. A Message from God.
2 Corinthians 2:3    2 Corinthians 2:17    2 Corinthians 3:18

So What?:
Genuine Christians reflect the Lord’s glory.


