
We Are Ambassadors
2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Objective:  Help each realize and fulfill their Christian role as ambassador of Christ.
Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Memory:  2 Corinthians 5:20,  “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his  
appeal through us.”
Introduction:  
1. Newly hired people always spend the first few days trying to figure out what is expected of them. 

Especially if they want to do a really good job!  Some of us, as Christians, are still doing this.
2. In today’s Scripture reading, is becomes evident that as Christians, we are Christ’s ambassadors.  
3. 2 Corinthians 5:20  ,  “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal  

through us.”  You have been selected.  A prestigious and important job.  What does it entail?  What 
are you supposed to do?  What are your concerns supposed to be?

We need to fill our roles as ambassadors of Christ. (HOW?)
Paul writes here specifically to assert that he is acting as an ambassador of Christ. 

There are parallels between Paul’s ministry and our own service to God.  The reasons 
for his conduct are reasons we share if we are Christians.  He lives and acts as he does 
because he understands himself to be a part of a new creation, because he 
understands himself to be “in Christ”, and because of the knowledge he has to offer of 
Good News regarding reconciliation with God.  We share these things, so this applies 
to us as Christians.  We are all ambassadors of Christ.  So, What is our role as 
ambassadors of Christ?

One essential role of any ambassador (and something that we must always remember) is we
I.       Represent the One sending us:  
A. We are to be a reflection on Almighty God.

1. Behavior represents the one sending us.
2. People get their ideas of God from us.  Is God mean, hateful, vengeful, prejudiced?  Or is He 

loving, kind, patient?  How do people know?  By looking at His ambassadors – YOU!
3. Is God faithful and true, or conniving and manipulative?  What do they learn from watching you?
4. Does God desire to help people, or does He only look out for Himself?  What image do they get 

when they see God’s representative – you?
5. People should look at us and see the very nature of God. When you leave, people should feel like 

they have seen the nature of God, like they have, in some sense been with God. 
6. Are you a good, legitimate representative of the nature of God?  Not just for an hour on Sundays, but 

every minute of every day.  Because ambassadors of Christ is WHO WE ARE.

B. Reflect God’s character;
1. In the way you respond to folks.  In how your heart goes out to those who are hurting, spiritually or 

physically.  In the way you love people but still hold to the truth.
2. You are THE ONE THROUGH WHOM some folks are supposed to see God.  What reflection of 

God, what image of God do you portray?
3. If God is a God of purity, of love and of peace, it is vital for His ambassadors, His representatives 

to be persons of purity, of love and of peace!
4. Christ is the very image, the very manifestation of God. Christians are the image of Christ. He is 

the life-force abiding in us.  We are the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  When folks see us, they 
should see Christ, and thus they should see God!

5. People sometimes, say, “If There is a God, why doesn’t He show Himself?”  He does.  In 
Christians.  If they are real and legitimately serving as ambassadors.  This is what Jesus was 
talking about when He says in John 14:7,  “If you really knew me, you would know my Father 
as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

C. Reflect God’s Works;  (in acting as He would act and doing what he would do.)
1. When an American visits China, how do you want them to act?  They are representing you.  Will 



you be proud and honored, or embarrassed?
2. How did you feel when photos came out of Americans abusing prisoners at Abhu Gharib?
3. What opinion do such things give to the world about the nature of Americans?  What they do.
4. It is vital for Americans to represent our true nature in the things they do overseas.  It is MORE 

vital in the spiritual concept, the we accurately represent God with our deeds for His honor / glory.
5. What conception does it give about God when Christians dress in sexually enticing ways?  When 

they routinely fail to assemble to worship God?  When they act and live in irreverent, impure 
ways?  When they fail to be thankful?  When they use coarse and abusive language?

6. What does it say about our God when our actions demonstrate that we value so many other 
things in life on a higher priority than our worship and service to God?  If God is worthy of honor 
and praise, our lives ought to honestly reflect that value of God.

Another essential and expected role of any legitimate ambassador is to properly represent the Sender’s  
thoughts and feelings and mandates on a variety of subjects.
II.      Represent God’s teachings:  
A. Doctrine is important.
1. What things are acceptable to God and what things are not?  How do we know!  Teachings!
2. “Doctrines” are teachings.  What are God’s teachings?  What is the value of knowing them?
3. Listen to one who knows:  Psalm 19:7-11,  “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.  

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the  
LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving  
light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the  
LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much 
pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your  
servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”  Such view is true!  Such value 
should be reflected and espoused by ambassadors able to share and teach and demonstrate. 

4. New Testament ambassadors share this valuing of God’s Word.
a. 1 Timothy 4:16  ,   “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you 

do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”
b. John 6:68  ,  “Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the  

words of eternal life.”

B. How do folks know God’s precepts and teachings?
1. They are supposed to learn them FROM YOU!  
2. How will folks comprehend the value of God’s Words?  They’re supposed to get it FROM YOU!
3. You are the one.  At least one of the ones, part of the team.
4. How will people know what God wants and offers? They are supposed to get it FROM YOU!  
5. Some may get it only from you.  Your kids will listen to you first.  There may be others who will 

listen to you when they won’t listen to others.
6. How about that delinquent kid you sit in cafeteria with?  How about that coarse old contractor that 

everybody else is afraid of?  How about that dreamy artist who is so off in the clouds that he 
doesn’t relate to anyone but you?  That lady who doesn’t understand the technical language so 
often used by evangelists and ministers?  Doesn’t know words like “resurrection” or crucifixion”, or 
“sanctification”, Pharisees, circumcision, infidelity?  Who will talk to them on their level so they can 
understand?  

7. There are people out there who need to know the teachings of God, who will hear it from YOU 
better than from anyone else.  You are supposed to teach and tell them.  Maybe some of us ought 
to read the memo (Bible) from the Boss once in  a while!

A third essential expectation of ambassadors is that they represent their sender in any deals, any  
arrangements the Sender proposes to offer.  As Christians, as ambassadors, we are to
III.     Represent God’s covenant offer:  
A. Such an offer must be clearly presented.

1. When America extends an offer to assist a foreign nation, the ambassador who carries it and 
represents us must know what is being offered.



2. He must not offer too much or too little.  The terms should be made very clear.
3. He /she cannot overstep their bounds and offer what the sender does not offer.
4. Do you know the “offer” God is making?  Do you know the nature of it?  Do you know the “terms”?

B. God is making His “appeal” through us.
1. 2 Corinthians 5:20  ,  “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 

his appeal through us.”
2. See God beckoning to people who are lost and wandering.  Here is help!  “Come to me, all you 

who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28)
3. Does this appeal come to folks through you?  Are you making this offer to them from God?
4. Why should we be so earnest in making this appeal?  The reasons obvious from the passage are:

a. 2 Corinthians 5:11  ,  “Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to  
persuade men.…”  Do you have a reverence and respect for God that moves you to this?
b. 2 Corinthians 5:14  ,  “For Christ’s love compels us,…”  Does the same love that IS God 
and is evident in Christ’s sacrifice, abide in you?
c. 2 Corinthians 5:15  ,  “And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live 
for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”  Do you realize the 
ramification that if Christ died that you might live, that you live for Him?

C. There is a “proclamation” to be made through us.
1. Like a town caller walking through the streets saying “Hear ye, hear ye”.  There is a message folks 

need to hear.
2. Hear that there is a new order of things.  Hear that they can be made a  new creature.
3. Do you realize what it means to be alienated from God?  The source of life, and light, and love? 

Hear that reconciliation with the Creator is now possible. 
4. Hear that God loves us and desires to do us good.  Hear that people can become the 

righteousness of God!  Hear the terms of the covenant being offered.
5. Hear that “in Christ”, God will not charge your offenses against you!  Hear how to get to be “in 

Christ” and how to live “in Christ”. Do you realize (know) what power and what peace come from 
once again having intimate friendship and fellowship with God?

6. Hear that God has torn down all barriers between us and Him.  In Christ, God has made Himself 
accessible.  Hear that folks need to let go of worldly ways and be reconciled to Him!

D. To Christians as well.
1. The appeal to reconciliation applies to non- Christians and to Christians.  This message of 

reconciliation is actually being written to Christians who have become alienated! The call to 
reconciliation here in the specific, actual context is to erring Christians!  They are living with a 
wrong spirit – abusive towards Paul, selfish in many ways.  Teaching some wrong doctrines.

2. The appeal to you, if you are already Christian, is to get rid of anything that is not Christ.  Get rid of 
anything that does not belong in the kingdom of heaven.  Get rid of anything that can not be 
brought into the presence of God!

3. To be reconciled is an appeal proclaimed to non-Christians who are lost in sin, and here, 
specifically in this context, it is an appeal proclaimed to Christians who are not behaving as Christ 
or seeing perceiving spiritual truths that they should see.  Which are  you???

5. We need to make sure that we live as reconciled children and true converts to the kingdom of 
God.  Live true to the heavenly kingdom, not according to worldly ways.

So What?:
If you are not Christian,  If you have never legitimately accepted God’s offer, the 

proclamation is to you;  be reconciled.  As Christians, we are a new creation, restored in 
very personal relationship to Almighty God, and free from judgment.  If you have drifted 
from this relationship and status, the proclamation is to you;  be reconciled.

As Christ’s ambassadors, we need to be very serious and very honest about 
representing God and His appeal, through Christ.

Closing Prayer;
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We need to fill our roles as ambassadors of Christ.
What is our role as ambassadors of Christ?

I.       Represent the One sending us:  
A. We are to be a reflection on Almighty God.

B. Reflect God’s character;
John 14:7

C. Reflect God’s Works;

II.      Represent God’s teachings:  
A. Doctrine is important.

Psalm 19:7-11    1 Timothy 4:16    John 6:68

B. How do folks know God’s precepts and teachings?

III.     Represent God’s covenant offer:  
A. Such an offer must be clearly presented.

B. God is making His “appeal” through us.
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C. There is a “proclamation” to be made through us.

D. To Christians as well.

So What?:
As Christ’s ambassadors, we need to be very serious about representing God.
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