
Earnestly Desire Prophecy
1 Corinthians 14

Objective:  .Help each to focus on clearly and beneficially hearing and declaring the word of God.
Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 14: 1-.
Memory Verse:   1 Corinthians 14:1, “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the  
gift of prophecy.”
Introduction:  
1. People often look at the “miraculous” gifts in the Bible and wish they had them.  Wouldn’t it be exciting to have the 
spirit of God move you personally to stand up and boldly proclaim something in a language you never studied, and 
then have someone translate it into new and profound revealing from God so everyone would stand amazed?
2. Wouldn’t it be incredible for God to speak to the congregation directly through you as He did from time to time 
through Samuel or one of the other Biblical prophets?
3. God can do that if He so chooses.  I want to assert, that God doesn’t need to operate that way.  He can still work 
powerfully and effectively through each one of us because as Christians He dwells within us and utilizes each of us 
for His glory and purpose.  
4. I want to assert that we are urged to be willing and cooperative with this effort and to apply ourselves to it.
5. 1 Corinthians 14   presents that the miraculous ability to speak in different languages (glossolalia) is not nearly so 
significant as the ability to prophesy.  2 Corinthians 14:18-19,  “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all  
of you. 19But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand 
words in a tongue.”
6. It further expresses that such abilities are not necessarily thrust upon us, but that we are to seek them, that is to 
work at them and apply ourselves to them.  1 Corinthians 14:12, “… try to excel in gifts that build up the church.”
7. We are urged in this chapter, that out of all the possible gifts, 

We should each desire the ability to prophesy. (HOW?)
Folks generally have the idea that to “prophesy” is something reserved for a singular 

few people who can say things they didn’t know and predict things in the future. 
“Prophecy” word can involve such things, but the word itself simply means to declare or 
proclaim.  In particular, to set forth the word of God.  You do this when you tell your kids 
that God loves them.  You do this when you quote Scripture;  You are prophesying 
(declaring the very word of God) when you quote Mark 16:16,  “Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  This “forth-telling” of 
the the word of God is something we are supposed to all be doing.  We should earnestly 
desire to get better at it. What I am talking about this morning is the ability to 
communicate the will of God to people. (if you don’t want this desirable and precious gift for  
yourself, please pray for God to bless and enable me with it!)  1 Corinthians 14:3 highlights 
three specific ways in which we ought to work at proclaiming the word of God.  

Although we must desire it and work at it, for any of these things to really be “gifted” 
to us requires the blessing of God.  Therefore,  both pray for and work at it.

Pray for and work at increasing your ability to speak the word of God to men for their
I.       Strengthening.    (1 Corinthians 14:3, “ everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their  
strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”)
A. Build people up with Bible knowledge.

1. The word in NIV is translated “strengthening”, in NAS as “edification”  (οικοδοµην) It is a 
combination of the word “home” and the word ”to build”.  literally,  “To build a house.”

2. Build people up with your words.  Fortify and strengthen them with knowing what the word of God 
teaches.  Give them truth.  Give them understanding of Truth.

3. 1 Corinthians 14:4  ,  “   he who prophesies edifies the church.”
• To “edify” is both to “build” as in an “edifice”, and to educate.
• Pray that you can instruct others in the Way to God and in God’s Ways so you can help them 

stand firm.  What a gift; to be able to expose God’s will in ways people can understand!



• 1 Corinthians 14:26  ,  “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together,  
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an  
interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”  Here is 
encouragement for each of us to spend time in the Word, meditating on it praying over it, so 
we will have something to share that will strengthen the church!

4. 1 Corinthians 14:6  ,   “Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I  
be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of  
instruction?”  There is a principle here beyond “tongues”.
• For the Word to help., it must be understandable. Sometimes “professors” know what truth is 

but can’t put it into words ordinary folks can understand and apply to their lives! Words must 
be clear.  Simple.  Easy for folks to understand.

• For God’s word to help, to build, to strengthen, it must reveal something helpful, bring 
knowledge that is helpful, carry some vital and helpful instruction!

B. Use Biblical examples and illustrations to strengthen people.
1. Share things like 2 Corinthians 12:9-10,  “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,  

for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly  
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s  
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For  
when I am weak, then I am strong.”  God is at work even in our weaknesses.  Especially in our 
weaknesses.  We just need to stay faithful in spirit and in truth from moment to moment and trust 
Him to be working powerful things.

2. Assurance of God’s power and authority.  Matthew 28:18,  “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.”  and “…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of  
the age.”  Whatever it is, God can and will handle it.

3. A grasp of the extent of His love;  Romans 8:32,  “He who did not spare his own Son, but  
gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all  
things?”

4. With such mutual strengthening from the Word, we will be unstoppable in all God calls us to do.

# 2, Pray for and work at increasing your ability to speak the word of God to men for their
II.      Encouragement.   (1 Corinthians 14:3, “ everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their  
strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”)
A. God’s word is extremely encouraging to those who try to walk with God.

1. Might not be so for folks living in rebellion or trying to hide from God.
2. The word (παρακλησιν) means literally;  “a calling to one’s side to give aid”.  NAS = “exhortation”

• Picture a beckoning with the hand!  We are together, let’s go!  We are a team and here to 
share and help each other!

• Idea of “come on,  you can do it!”  Concept has to do with looking forward at an obstacle and 
urging a person that they can handle it and overcome it.  

3. This is basically same word used of the Holy Spirit in terms of Its being an advisor, a friend and 
an advocate for us.  Here we fill the same role towards others by coming alongside and urging 
them to a proper course of action.
• This is one of the main reasons for our coming together on Sundays;  Hebrews 10:25,  “Let 

us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us  
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  

• To find ways to encourage and inspire each other.

B. Use Scripture to give folks “courage”.
1. “You can do it.” “God is with you.”  God can handle it and He will help you!

• 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  ,  “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through 
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  
our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”

• Joshua 23:14  ,  “…You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good 
promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled;  
not one has failed.”



• 1 Peter 5:6-7  , “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift  
you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”

2. Folks need such encouragement, such confident urging in the face of loosing a job, in the face of 
any variety of tragedies or problems at home.  Health issues, finances, beginning to date again, 
or whenever they are tempted by or fearful of something.

3. Testing WILL come on each of us, and we can all use some encouragement or exhortation to 
tackle the problems.
• James 4:7-10  ,  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from  

you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners,  
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your  
laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 
he will lift you up.”

• 1 Peter 5:8-10  ,  “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a  
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith,  
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same  
kind of sufferings. 10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in  
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you  
strong, firm and steadfast.”

4. God is working out good things.   God’s intention is to help those who are trying to walk with Him.
5. People need to hear these things!  I need to hear these things!

C. Help folks see the hand of God at work in their lives.
1. Help them see and identify their own spiritual gifts.

• “You can talk to others that many cannot.”  “I see your faithfulness, I see your heart.”
• “Children are drawn to you like they are not to other folks.”  “People naturally share their 

hearts with you.”
2. Tell then of your successes,  Tell them of their successes.  Share with them how you have seen 

them grow!  
3. Help them see God’s will being worked and praised – Point out and rejoice over souls repenting, 

spiritual growth, Satan being defeated.  Temptations being resisted and overcome.
4. Share your own faith,  hope, expectations; You’re glad they are here!  Glad they are trying.

# 3, Pray for and work at increasing your ability to speak the word of God to men for their
III.     Comfort,   (1 Corinthians 14:3, “ everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their  
strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”)
A. Knowledge of God can bring great comfort.

1. This word  (παραµυθιαν)  literally “close speaking”.  (NAS = “consolation”.)  Here is a concept of  
looking back at a tragedy, a failure, a hurt and imploring them to carry on and keep going.

2. Don’t leave them wobbly or broken, support them with kind words. Soothing, tender words. 
Helping them know God what they have been through and God cares.  

3. Comfort involves security;  How comforting to know you will be all right.  How comforting to 
snuggle into a nice warm bed, safe and secure.
• Psalm 23:4  , “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear  

no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  Rod and staff 
represent discipline and care.  Know you are being watched over and cared for.

• It is only fearful to think God is watching you if you are misbehaving.  If you are trying to do 
right, it is most comforting to know that God is always watching, knowing, ready to help.

• Psalm 23:6  , “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will  
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”   In the face of all the trials, problems of this life, 
isn’t that a most comforting thought.

B. Even God’s people will have times of sorrow or turmoil.
1. When they are discouraged or disappointed and feeling frail.
2. Comfort comes through companionship and presence.

• As in a funeral or mourning, there is comfort in knowing people are around.



• God say, “I will never leave you.”
3. Maybe when folks are repentant and looking for forgiveness, reaffirmation, re acceptance.  As 

when a child looks to sit on Mom’s lap and be comforted after a scolding.
4. Find comfort in Bible words depicting God’s love. God’s Presence, God’s faithfulness and power.
5. Maybe when they are discouraged and downtrodden;  1 Corinthians 15:58,  “Therefore, my 

dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work  
of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  It is comforting / 
consoling for me to know that God is using my efforts even when they seem useless to me.

So What?:
Your words might take the form of a card or letter.  Might come in a phone call. 

Might even be a song or hymn.  Might be shared in the car or over a cup of hot 
chocolate.  But pray for God’s words to come.  Earnestly pray for the ability to proclaim 
them to benefit people.  Such is, indeed a precious gift from God.  To have it, you need 
to not only pray for it, you need to work at it.  To have such verses and Biblical concepts 
in your mind and available to use and benefit others, you have to spend time in the 
word!

Seek to present God’s words clearly to benefit the church.

Closing Prayer:



Earnestly Desire Prophecy
1 Corinthians 14

Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 14: 1-5. Memory Verse:   1 Corinthians 14:1
“F_ t_ w_ o_ l_ a_ e_ d_ s_ g_, e_ t_ g_ o_ p_.”

2 Corinthians 14:18-19    1 Corinthians 14:12
We should each desire the ability to prophesy.

Three specific ways in which we ought to work at proclaiming the word of God.

I.       Strengthening.    1 Corinthians 14:3
A. Build people up with Bible knowledge.

1 Corinthians 14:4    1 Corinthians 14:26    1 Corinthians 14:6

B. Use Biblical examples and illustrations to strengthen people.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10    Matthew 28:18    Romans 8:32

II.      Encouragement.    1 Corinthians 14:3
A. God’s word is extremely encouraging to those who try to walk with God.

Hebrews 10:25

B. Use Scripture to give folks “courage”.
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24    Joshua 23:14    1 Peter 5:6-7    James 4:7-10    1 Peter 5:8-10

C. Help folks see the hand of God at work in their lives.

III.     Comfort,    1 Corinthians 14:3
A. Knowledge of God can bring great comfort.

Psalm 23:4    Psalm 23:6

B. Even God’s people will have times of sorrow or turmoil.
1 Corinthians 15:58

So What?:
Seek to present God’s words clearly to benefit the church.








