
Significance of Christ’s Authority
Matthew 28:18-20

Objective:  Help @ feel significance of Good News.
Reading:  Matthew 28:16-20.
Memory:   Matthew 28:18.  “T_ J_ c_ t_ t_ a_ s_, “A_ a_ i_ h_ a_ o_ e_ h_ b_ g_ t_ m_.”
Introduction:  
1. How would you like a silver mine?  Early gold miners in West, neglected silver and molybdenum.  They 

had riches they did not realize and passed them by.
2. We have something incredibly wonderful in Christ Jesus.

We need to realize the significance of Christ’s authority! (WHAT?)
We usually concentrate on the “therefore go” part.  In order to feel the desire to “therefore 

go” we need to recognize and comprehend the Good News that e have to share.  This Good 
News is based on the authority that has been given to Christ by Almighty God. “All authority” 
means that whatever He says goes.  In everything.  For everybody.  Always. The total authority 
of Jesus Christ is exciting and Good News for a number of reasons …

For one thing, it means is that Jesus has…
I.       Authority over Events / History!  
A. This means He can answer your prayers.

1. Today!  Not just something that was true in Bible times. What are you really needing?
2. What do you need to do to win His favor so He will do it.
3. Come into the light as He is in the light.  Stop sinning! 
4. James 5:16b  ,  “…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  Here is 

motivation to get righteous.  Stay righteous.  Live righteous.
5. Here is motivation to understand the concept of Christ and live in His name!
6. Live in accordance with His spirit, His goals,  His purposes.  Jesus promises in John 14:13-14, “…

and I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  
You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  He has this power and authority 
and will do it!  So stop living like an enemy.  Start living like His friend.

B. This means He can make things work out for good somehow.
1. As messed up as things in life often seem,  He really is in control – He has all authority!
2. Romans 8:28  ,  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love  

him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
3. As Joseph sent to slavery to save people from famine and show world power of God.
4. Christ used the apparent victory of the Jews (crucifixion) to bring about His own Victory.
5. He can use politics, tragedy in your life, unpleasant circumstances to change you, others.

6. Christ is alive and active today and working and capable.  He has absolute Supremacy!
7. He is working in your life.  He is working in Afghanistan, Iraq, Korea, Libya.  He is Supreme over 

world political affairs.  He sets up or deposes kings presidents and dictators.  
8. He has authority over earthquakes, Tidal waves, and nuclear reactors!
9. And, He has the power to change things!

It also means that Jesus has
II.      Authority over spiritual powers.  
A. We are indeed, involved in spiritual conflict and warfare.
1. Ephesians 6:12  , “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,  

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual  
forces of evil in the heavenly realms”

2. Internationally.  Personally.  Friends.  Your temptations.  What a needed ally.
3. We need such help over sin.  Over demonic powers which are very real.

B. There is no need to fear any other forces.



1. Romans 8:38-39  ,  speaks of such;  “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither  
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height  
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of  
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

2. No fear over such things as witches enchanters or goblins or monsters under the bed.
3. No fear of demons nor any spiritual powers if we are in Christ because Jesus is the Boss!
4. Colossians 1:18-19  ;  “And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 

the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,”

5. If God is on your side, who can stand against that!

In fact, “All authority” means that Jesus has…
III.     Authority over death.  
A. We no longer need to fear death and be slaves to it.
1. Hebrews 2:14-15  ;  “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity  

so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the  
devil—15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”

2. No fear of being without.  No motive to lie cheat or steal.  No fear of dying.  Not enslaved by 
threats, by peer pressures.  By traditions, expectations or school bullies.

3. Whatever happens is OK.

B. We can look forward to life,  eternally!
1. 1 Corinthians 15:54-55  ,  “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your  

victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”
2. We can endure whatever this life brings.

3. So what if;    I don’t have the best job.  I have an abusive spouse.  I health problems.
4. So what if there are places I don’t get to go or things I don’t get to experience.
5. There is assuredly so much more good to come. His authority = Life can now be a real joy!

6. Don’t have to live for me.  I can live for Him, In Him and know that all is taken care of.  
7. Life is already SAFE in heaven.  Colossians 3:3,  “For you died, and your life is now hidden 

with Christ in God.”

We should be excited because Jesus now has 
IV.  Authority over sin.  
A. Those in Christ have no fear of condemnation.
1. Romans 8:1  ;  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,

…”  Folks, that is Good News!
2. I can make mistakes, stumble occasionally, (not deliberately,  rebelliously) because I have a loving 

brother and Savior who is a “a great high priest who has gone through the heavens” and 
who intercedes on my behalf.

3. We receive grace and mercy by His authority!  No matter what others think.
4. So what if someone has sinned;  God can handle it and fix it!  If they come to Christ!

B. To value this, we must realize that without Christ’s authority, we really are lost.
1. The world teaches us to doubt this vital truth, but there is a Heaven and a Hell.
2. Matthew 25:41  .  Speaks of “eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
3. Matthew 25,46  , “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to  

eternal life.”
4. Mark 9:43  , “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life  

maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.”
5. Revelation 21:8  , “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually  

immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be  
in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.”

6. This is our final destination except for Jesus' authority to save.



7. Romans 3:23  ;  “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,…”
8. Romans 6:23  ;  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in? Christ  

Jesus our Lord.”

The bottom line of the “Good News” is that Jesus has…
V.      Authority to make us right with God.  
A. This reconciling with God happens on Jesus’ terms - by Christ’s new “testament”.

1. He has authority to lead the way.  Authority to make the rules.  To designate what is right or wrong!
2. Authority to determine the conditions of salvation.
3. It is not up to you.  It is not by your wisdom or will.  It is Christ who decides.

B. By special authority, Jesus is the God-Explainer.
1. He is the “Sent One”.  John 1:18;  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,  

who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”
2. He has authority to reveal God and the Way to God so we can understand what is pleasing to God.
3. This makes it so important to follow Him, “to obey everything I have commanded you.”
4. He knows God.  He can introduce you and bring you to know God as well.

C. He has this authority because He is the Debt-Payer.
1. Nobody else in all creation can pay your debt incurred by your personal sins.  But Jesus can!
2. 1 John 2:2  ,  “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
3. He can handle this; and will, no matter what your sin has been – IF you genuinely make Him Lord 

of your life.  Not just lip-service, not just sometimes.
4. “All authority” also means He has the power to know if you are pretending or being half-hearted or 

untrue.

So what?:
Some situations demand a certain response.  If it itches - SCRATCH!  If you’re 

hungry -  EAT!  If its funny -  LAUGH!   If it is incredibly good news - SHARE IT!  People 
don’t have to be condemned.  We can be reconciled to God and live eternally with Him 
in Paradise because Jesus has been given all authority in heaven and on earth…(SO?) 
Tell Everybody! We have great news to share! We need to be excited about going!

Are you right with God?  You can be!  Realize that Jesus has all authority.  Make  
Him lord of your life by being immersed/baptized into His name and being diligent to 
obey Him in all things.

Closing Prayer:
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We need to realize the significance of Christ’s authority!
The absolute authority of Jesus is Good News for a number of reasons.

I.       Authority over events / history!  
A. He can answer your prayers. James 5:16b    John 14:13-14

B. He can make things work out somehow. Romans 8:28

II.      Authority over spiritual powers.  
A. We are involved in spiritual warfare. Ephesians 6:12

B. There is no need to fear any other forces. Romans 8:38-39    Colossians 1:18-19

III.     Authority over death.  
A. We no longer need to fear death. Hebrews 2:14-15

B. We can look forward to life,  eternally! 1 Corinthians 15:54-55    Colossians 3:3

IV.  Authority over sin.  
A. Those in Christ have no fear of condemnation. Romans 8:1

B. Without Christ’s authority, we really are lost. Romans 3:23    Romans 6:23

V.      Authority to make us right with God.  
A. This happens on Jesus’ terms - by Christ’s new “testament”.

B. Jesus is the God-Explainer. John 1:18

C. He is the Debt-Payer. 1 John 2:2

So what?:
Genuinely make Him lord of your life.
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