
Genuine Greatness
Matthew 20:20-28

Objective:  Inspire each to assume a role of greater service (servant-hood) in all relationships.
Reading:  Matthew 18:1-4.
Memory:  Matthew 18:4,  “    whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of  
heaven.”
Introduction:  
1. What are your personal ambitions?  Aspirations?  Good job!  Nice house!  Run my own business. 

CEO?  Someone that everybody looks up to.  School teacher.  Store manager.  I want to have an 
office and a secretary!  Nice car.  A boss, with lots of people working for me!

2. None of these things will ever give you any significance in the areas that really matter!    These are 
only of very brief and temporary significance if any at all.  They contribute nothing to your significance 
in the Big Picture (kingdom of heaven).

3. Jesus addresses this matter of greatness quite frequently in the NT.  He makes it clear that true 
greatness is not measured in the way we have become accustomed to measuring it.  

4. Everyone wants to be important.  Everyone wants to be significant.  But what is it that makes us 
valuable in the things that really matter.

We should know how to become genuinely significant! (HOW?)
I mean, in the things that really matter.  I invite you to take a look at Matthew 20:20-

28 with me, and let’s see what Jesus says it takes to really be a great leader or an 
important person.  Read with me please;

First Jesus tells clearly what greatness is not!  The world’s view of greatness generally involves  
controlling other people or getting them to do things for you.  Jesus says that this is a wrong concept.  It  
might make you feel important temporarily, but in the things that really matter, that approach doesn’t  
count.  Genuine greatness or leadership is not a matter of giving orders and instructions but rather the  
one who is most thoroughly involved in serving!  Point # 1
I.       Greatness is not a matter of controlling others:  
A. This is this “world’s” approach.

1. The world’s “Greats” typically achieve greatness by forcing others into subjection.
2. Look at who these  are;  Alexander the Great.  Napoleon.  The dictator of Libya.  
3. Thos who strike fear into people;  Caesars.  Saddam Hussein.  Mohamar Guddafhi.
4. Power from accumulated wealth or control through monopolies and huge corporations.  Or political 

power;  Hurst, Rockefeller, Carnegie,  etc.  (If they are great people, it is not because of their 
wealth or power!)

5. If our politicians are really great people it is because of what they do and how they use their office, 
not from the amount of power they wield.

B. This wrong concept shows up in many of our relationships.
1. Work relationships; “Great one” tells others what to do.  Doesn’t have to do anything himself.
2. Romantic relationships; “I have her wrapped around my finger.  She’ll do anything I tell her.”
3. Family; “You can’t tell me what to do,” or “I can do whatever I want,” are ways of trying to say “I’m 

great”.
4. These manifestations and struggles are quite different than what Jesus said in today’s reading; 

Matthew 18:4,  “Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven.”

C. Any self-centered concept of greatness is wrong.
1. Who is number 1?   ME!  “I want to be the one.”  Show me appreciation!
2. I should be the one to eat first.  I want to be first in line.  First to be served.  The seat of honor. 

Give me the remote control.  Leave me in charge!  Let me choose the television show.  
3. We feel important if we can press our opinions, desires upon others. If our desires are catered to.
4. We tend to think of personal value in terms of being honored,   prestige,   glory,   position.  “I’ll be 

the Boss.”  “I’ll take charge”  “I’ll be the one to wear nice cloths and you can serve me.”  “I want to 



do those things that people see and appreciate me for.”
5. We think standing in front and talking to people is important and glorious whereas quietly helping a 

widow is little or nothing because no one sees or appreciates.
6. This is a very WRONG concept that we learn from world, not from our heavenly Father  This 

concept runs on selfishness, not on love.
7. Matthew 23:11  ,  “The greatest among you will be your servant.”

The worldly concept of greatness and importance generally involves putting other people down in  
order to lift ourselves up and exalt ourselves.  Jesus states clearly to those who are seeking to be a part  
of the heavenly kingdom, that, “It is not to be so among you.”   This is not our style.  As Christians, we are  
to understand and follow a true concept of greatness.  The true concept looks to the building up of others  
by subjecting self to serving their best interests.  The path to genuine:
II.      Greatness is a matter of serving others:  
A. The greatest leader is the greatest server.

1. Canadian naming of politicians is great.  “Prime Minister” is one who ministers the most.
2. Jesus put it plainly in Mark 9:35,  He says  “…If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very  

last, and the servant of all.”   (Fellowship meal is prime example;  Those who get plates for 
others, who prepare the meal, who assist the little ones, who cleanup after; those are the greater 
persons.)

3. Greatness is not to be measured by the number of people who are under you or who serve you, 
but more by the number of people you are genuinely serving.  The greatest one is the one with 
the biggest service list;(and who doesn’t brag about it)!
a. Simple services like; tying shoelaces.   Making encouragement calls or cards.   Helping with 

meals or housecleaning.  Demonstrated in John 13 when Jesus washes their feet.  (Such 
service must then be linked with love.)

b. Greatness doesn’t say; “Would you get me a drink”, it says  “May I get you a drink.”
c. Instead of expecting Mom to pick up our dirty cloths, picking up our own and hers, and putting 

them in the hamper.
d. This service is what makes families, marriages,  friendships, congregations strong and united! 

(It is love in action, love being demonstrated)

B. Genuine love is what makes a person special.
1. Service is expression of that love.
2. Truth is opposite of the world’s self-centered approach.  It puts “me” at the bottom if I would have a 

real value.  It makes everyone else the center of attention.
a. See Jesus’ example in Philippians 2:3-7,  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should  
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude  
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not  
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking  
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”

b. Love for others recognizes that the needs of others are more important than my own desires.
2. Think about Jesus’ and his role of service.

a. Gave His very life for others.
b. He came to seek and save the lost.  “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to  

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  (Matthew 20:28)
c. He is the greatest of all.  Jesus served to meet others needs here and in eternity.

3. Galatians 5:13-14  ,  “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up  
in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

4. Such service and love go hand in hand.

C. Such love is the proper basis for relationships.
1. This is the same as saying service is the proper basis for relationships.



2. If you are “going” with a girl or boy for what you can get out of it; (to be seen, to be popular) you 
are going about it wrong and your relationship will go the way of the world.  You may feel  “great” 
for a moment, but you are not.  You are not acting great and relationship will never be great.

3. If you enter marriage with the idea of you being the more serving of the two, your relationship will 
probably become a wonderful thing.

4. Again, the principle Jesus gives in Matthew 23:11,  “But the greatest among you shall be your  
servant.”  It is safe to assume this extends beyond one individual and applies to groups and 
relationships.

D. Greatness involves humility.
1. The reading we started the day with;  Matthew 18:1-4.   “At that time the disciples came to  

Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a little child 
and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, 
whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

2. Greatness involves humility, service and self-sacrifice.
3. Nature of the kingdom;  Romans 12:10,  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor  

one another above yourselves.”
4. Do you want glory?  Significance?  Service is what Jesus teaches is the basis of real value, of real 

significance in a person.  Listen also to the exhortation Paul makes to the spiritual leaders of the 
church in 1 Peter 5:1-4, (it carries the same concepts) “To the elders among you, I appeal as a  
fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be  
revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not  
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for  
money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples 
to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory  
that will never fade away.”

5. Do you really want to be important, valuable, significant?  To yourself, to others and to God?  Then 
put yourself over no one.  Determine to exist for the benefit of others, serve them without seeking 
their praise,  help them along the way to heaven.

So What?:
Have you served anyone today?  Unselfishly and without visible reward or 

acknowledgment?
In following the example and teaching of Jesus Christ, the greatest servant and the 

greatest Lord of all,  let us each find more ways to become better servers, to Him be the 
glory and praise forever.  Amen.

Closing Prayer:



Genuine Greatness
Matthew 20:20-28

Reading:  Matthew 18:1-4 Memory:  Matthew 18:4
“… w_ h_ h_ l_ t_ c_ i_ t_ g_ i_ t_ k_ o_ h_.”

We should know how to become genuinely significant!
What it takes to really be a great leader or important person.

I.       Greatness is not a matter of controlling others:  
A. This “world’s” approach.

B. This wrong concept shows up in many of our relationships.
Matthew 18:4

C. Any self-centered concept of greatness is wrong.
Matthew 23:11

II.      Greatness is a matter of serving others:  
A. The greatest leader is the greatest server.

Mark 9:35

B. Genuine love is what makes a person special.
Philippians 2:3-7    Galatians 5:13-14

C. Such love is the proper basis for relationships.
Matthew 23:11

D. Greatness involves humility.
Matthew 18:1-4    Romans 12:10    1 Peter 5:1-4

So What?:
Let us each find more ways to become better servers.


