
God Likes That
Matthew 5:1-12

Objective:  Move people towards godly personalities.
Reading:  Matthew 5:1-12.
Memory:  Matthew 5:1-12,  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Introduction:
1. @Archery range, see one “coaching” another on stance.  
2. Why do we not like folks to tell us how to act and feel, to coach us about things that really matter?
3. Tell me what sort of character I should develop in order to be pleasing to God and expect a blessing 

from God.

We need to work on God-pleasing character qualities. (WHAT?)
Jesus shared with His disciples, a list, at least a sampling of what qualities are admirable 

and desirable in people seeking to please God.  Note that each heart quality receives an 
appropriate and commensurate reward, a blessing.  We need to work on these, and not just 
some of them;  let’s work on all of them.  These are all descriptions of what pleases God in 
people.
The first character quality under consideration is a matter of being…
I.       Poor in spirit.  Matthew 5:3,  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven.”
A. Feeling the need of God’s help.

1. I have nothing.  I cannot do this on my own.     Opposite of “God owes me.”  
2. I know I am not good enough.  I am so far below God that I am totally undeserving.
3. If I believe I an good, if I can’t or don’t recognize my failures and weaknesses, I stand on my own 

and frankly I can’t get me to heaven.
4. I don’t really know the way on my own, I cannot pay the price, and I am not strong enough to stand 

against Satan, his power, his manipulations and his accusations.  I need help!

B. Relying on grace.
1. Do you feel you can be righteous on your own?
2. Where do you get your ideas of righteousness?  Are you in control of that?
3. If I compare myself with others, I might get an arrogant spirit, but if I compare myself with the 

righteous standard, I know that I fall far short and need help.
4. Revelation 3:17-18  ,  “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’  

But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you 
to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear,  
so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can  
see.”

5. We need to understand reality.  I turn to you oh Lord.  I recognize my spiritual poverty.  I deserve 
nothing, and stand in need of you for any blessings I receive.

6. God likes that in people.  These are the folks who are headed for heaven.

II.      Those who mourn.  Matthew 5:4,  “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.”
A. Deeply touched and grieving over pain and sin.

1. My heart is in agony as I look around.
a. At my own sin.  At the sin of others. At the results of sin in this world.
b. At how people suffer and struggle.
c. At how the Creator of the Universe, The Giver of all blessings is ignored or despised.,

2. I feel the pain of others.  I feel the pain they are causing God.
3. Do you think about these things or are you so hardened that you go about life unaware?

B. Caring enough to try to do something.
1. This is what draws us to God.  To look forward to His working things out.
2. This is what repels us away from sin instead of laughing or rejoicing at it.



3. This is what puts us on His “team”!  Such “mourning” moves us to react to abortion, broken 
marriages, tragedy of homosexual lifestyles.…

4. God likes that in people; folks with such a sensitive heart can trust God that they will be comforted.

III.     The meek.  Matthew 5:5,  “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”
A. Looking to the needs of others.

1. Philippians 2:3-4  ,  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility  
consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.”

2. Not to be confused with weakness.  This is strength under control.
3. I don’t need to be in control – you are the important one, let’s do what you need.  “You” are the 

one that is important, not me.
4. Opposite of selfishness.  Opposite of looking out for number 1!

B. Are you ready to serve or waiting to be served?
1. God is in control of me and I trust Him, so let’s look out for you.
2. Here take my coat, you need it more than I do.
3. This is one not easily offended – hard to offend one who is not worried about protecting their 

“rights” and their “wants” or “likes”.
4. This was the nature of Moses.  The nature of Christ.  
5. God likes this in people.  These are the ones who will receive the “Promised Land”.

IV.     Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  Matthew 5:6,  “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
A. God’s will be done in all things.

1. No matter what the cost, I want to know what is right and do what is right.
2. Help me to learn.  Feed me from heaven!  
3. This is NOT the couple that stays unmarried because it saves them $50 / month.
4. Romans 3:10-11  ,  “There is no one righteous, not even one;  there is no one who  

understands, no one who seeks God.”
5. Anything else is shallow and empty.  Do you chase after land, possessions, earthy wealth, pride, 

prestige, position?  All are empty.  What count’s is knowing God and being right with Him.

B. Openly learning.
1. Not locked in to ideas.  Willing to learn and willing to work at it.
2. This is NOT the one who is too tired to get to Bible Class or too disinterested to run to expense of 

time or gas money.  This is the one who is on a  passionate quest to know!  A willingness to do 
right no matter what consequences or difficulty.

3. I’m too old to learn, to old to change;  NOT!  Never!
4. A heart that says, “teach me about truth, love, holiness,  Teach me about God.  
5. God likes this in people.  He will see that they are made righteous.  Promise.

V.      The merciful.  Matthew 5:7,  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
A. Caring about the needs of others.

1. Able to relate to them in their needs.
2. To want to help them, to forgive them, to nurture them.
3. Involves the ability to forgive,  to overlook problems, to love the unlovable.
4. When someone shows up at your door and haven’t had a bath in 3 weeks, are you ready to take 

them in?  When the results of their sin catches up with them and they have aids and other 
problems, are you ready to help?

5. When they are caught up in divorce, are you there?
6. Can you forgive without being asked?  Even an enemy?  One who has hurt you?  Can you, do you 

minister to the miserable, or do you only associate with the beautiful and contrite?

B. Recognizing my own potential for weakness.
1. “But for the grace of God, there go I”.  That could be me out of a job, homeless, entrapped in a sin, 



in need of help, support, fellowship.
2. I could be the one needing a hand up, therefore I eagerly sacrifice to help them.
3. 1 John 3:17  ,  “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no  

pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”
4. Are you ready to feel people’s hurts and reach out to them?  God likes this in people.  He will show 

them mercy.

VI.     The pure in heart.  Matthew 5:8,  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
A. Has to do with inner motivations.

1. Honest, open and sincere. No hidden agendas or manipulations!
2. No hypocrisy.  Nothing phony.  No cover-up. No self deceit either.  
3. All things are done in the Light.  Nothing “shady” in me at all!

B. Pursuing the right things for the right reasons.
1. We should constantly check our inner motives to see that we are trying to do the right things for 

the right reasons – not to be seen of men, not to impress someone, not to get our way, not to 
sneak by …

2. I know there are no secrets from God,  I will live on that pure and open basis.
3. 1 John 1:5b  ,  “God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”  This is what He wants in us as 

well.  This is the kind of people God desires fellowship with.
4. God likes this in people. They are the ones who will see God.

VII.        The peacemakers.  Matthew 5:9,  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called  
sons of God.”
A. Pursuing unity in spirit and truth.

1. Pursuing good relationships.  Between people and between people and God.
2. Satan, hate, dysfunction, lies separate.  It is easier to ignore or separate, but it is not better.
3. Love unites.  Truth unites.  Godliness unites.  Peacemakers seek to solve problems, heal 

relationships and unite people in healthy ways.
4. May involve confronting others. May involve a good deal of effort and heart ache and self-sacrifice.

B. Speaking the truth in love.
1. Very often take tears to heal tears.
2. 2 Timothy 4:2  ,  “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke  

and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”
3. Seek to solve problems.  Seek harmony, love, and unity.  Settle rifts between people.  Bring them 

back to peace with one another and with God.  Who is willing to take the time and effort to teach 
and correct with such great patience?  

4. When you feel a rift between you and another, take the initiative to heal it.
5. God likes this in people.  These are the ones who will be called children of God!

VIII.       Those who are persecuted because of righteousness.  Matthew 5:10, 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven.” 11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil  
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in  
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
A. A willingness to stand against the world.

1. To stand for truth even when the pressure is on, even when folks think you weird.
2. A willingness, a daring to be different in order to stand for Christ and Christianity.
3. 1 John 2:15-17  ,  “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world,  

the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful  
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the  
Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does 
the will of God lives forever.”

B. Patient acceptance without retaliation.



1. This is the way the blessed prophets were treated, so it puts me in good company.
2. The world doesn’t know any better, and God may use this to touch the hearts and souls of some.
3. Make it your determination to endure whatever the world dishes out, with a gentle spirit of 

faithfulness to God.  God likes this in people.  Their reward in heaven will be great.

So What?
To bear the image of Christ – to be a child of God.  To change whatever needs to be 

changed in order to be the sort of person God is looking for – Created in the image of 
God and an honor and blessing to His name.  With the help of God and His Spirit, 
these are qualities we need to work on.

Closing Prayer:



God Likes That
Matthew 5:1-12

We need to work on God-pleasing character qualities.

I.       Poor in spirit.  
A. Feeling the need of God’s help.

B. Relying on grace. Revelation 3:17-18

II.      Those who mourn.  
A. Deeply touched and grieving over pain and sin.

B. Caring enough to try to do something.

III.     The meek.  
A. Looking to the needs of others. Philippians 2:3-4

B. Are you ready to serve or waiting to be served?

IV.     Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  
A. God’s will be done in all things.

B. Openly learning.

V.      The merciful.  
A. Caring about the needs of others.

B. Recognizing my own potential for weakness. 1 John 3:17

VI.     The pure in heart.  
A. Has to do with inner motivations.

B. Pursuing the right things for the right reasons.

VII.        The peacemakers.  
A. Pursuing unity in spirit and truth.

B. Speaking the truth in love. 2 Timothy 4:2

VIII.       Those who are persecuted because of righteousness.  
A. A willingness to stand against the world. 1 John 2:15-17

B. Patient acceptance without retaliation.

So What?
To bear the image of Christ,   these are qualities we need to work on.


