
The Gift of God
Topical

Objective:  Help people appreciate the real Christmas gift we have received.
Reading:  John 4:7-14.
Memory:  John 4:10,  “…I_ y_ k_ t_ g_ o_ G_ a_ w_ i_ i_ t_ a_ y_ f_ a d_, y_ w_ h_ a_ h_ a_ h_ w_ h_ g_ y_ l_ w_.”
Introduction:
1. To simply watch the news, (let alone actually visit another country) helps folks realize what it is that 

we have here in America.  Imagine someone dictating that you have to wear a birka, having to watch 
your speech constantly because there are things you can’t talk about, not being able to own a car, or 
having to fight for a drink of water …

2. We receive so many good things, often we probably don’t realize what we have and have been given.
3. We have freedom of religion.  We have ready access and ready knowledge to the word of God and to 

Christ, Jesus without inhibition.

We ought to realize the gift we have received. (WHAT?)
In John 4, the Samaritan woman stands face to face with the very gift of God and , at first., 

doesn’t realize.  I wonder if we realize.  Let’s take a good look at the gift of God.

John 4:10,  “Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 
asked him and he would have given you living water.”    The gift of God that Jesus is speaking about is  
Himself.  
I.       God’s gift to you is Jesus Christ.  
A. A gift from God.

1. Here is the real, the ultimate “Christmas present”.  From God!
2. John 3:16  ,  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever  

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
3. God must have been thinking of us.  Must have been thinking of our needs.  Our needs must be 

quite desperate for Him to send such a gift.
4. Folks were perishing.  Their need was great.  Without this gift you will perish!  Here it the ticket to 

eternal life.  Here is a gift of life for you!  Thank you God!
5. Given to pay our debt;  Romans 6:23,  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is  

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Our sin has earned death for us.  That is why we have 
such a need.  Death is what we have coming unless we get help.

6. Many, most? Did not realize they needed such a gift.  Maybe you don’t know that you are dying in 
sin and that you stand in need?  I’m impressed that God knows our need and makes such a gift 
while we are ignorant that we even need such a thing!

7. Think of the innocent child, laying in a manger on the winter night.  If the local people had realized 
the gift of god, they would not have left it lay in a cow barn!  

8. None of us would neglect, disregard, ignore such a gift!  Would we?  Do we even now?

B. It is a gift of love.
1. Very costly! Can you imagine giving such a thing? God’s most valued “possession”?  For you?
2. I would rather give you my house and car than my only child!  I would rather give you my kidneys. 

I would rather give you my own life than one of my children!
3. What value do you put on an child?  An only child?  Who would you give such a gift to?  There 

must be a lot of love there for you; what makes you so special?
4. You must be valuable.  You must have a very great need for god to give such a gift as this.
5. Think of the love involved.  Think of the love this represents from God toward you!  Romans 8:32, 

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,  
along with him, graciously give us all things?”

a. How do you feel about God now!  Does the gift make you wake up and pay attention?
b. Such love!  Want to love back?  Want to know Him better?
c. Who is this Being that would give me such a priceless and unselfish gift of love?

6. Nobody forced Him.  Not like when I had to give my second grade teacher a bottle of perfume or 
something.  God did not have to do it.  He gave this gift because He wanted to!



But there is still even more involved if we realize the nature of the gift.  John 4:10,  “Jesus answered her,  
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he  
would have given you living water.”  Part and parcel with Jesus,
II.      God’s gift includes “living water”.  
A. This is the Holy Spirit.

1. Jesus identifies “living water” with the Holy Spirit in John 7:37-39,  “On the last and greatest day 
of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me  
and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will  
flow from within him.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were  
later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been  
glorified.”

2. Very costly to send.  Jesus has to die first.
3. Here is God actively at work within us.

a. To cleanse. To convict. To guide. To transform us.
b. To lead to righteousness.

4. The Spirit of God identifies us with and as belonging to God.  
a. Ephesians 1:13-14  ,  “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of  

truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a  
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the  
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”  A “seal” 
that marks us as God’s possession and guarantees our inheritance – as children of God!

b. Romans 8:9  ,  “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if  
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does  
not belong to Christ.”  Must have the Spirit to belong to God through Christ!  Here it is!  It 
comes from Christ and through Christ.

c. Romans 8;11  ,  “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you,  
he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his  
Spirit, who lives in you.”  Spirit that Christ gives is life – if it lives in us.

B. This is eternal life.
1. John 4:13-14  ,  “Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 

whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will  
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

2. Water is essential for life.  Here is fresh water, water that moves!  A real essence that imparts life.
3. The Holy Spirit is essential to spiritual life; life eternal.
4. If we have His spirit.  If His spirit moves with in us.  We have life.
5. As Jesus tells Nicodemus in John 3:5-7, this gift of the Holy Spirit is a rebirth that is absolutely 

essential to spiritual life;  “…I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless  
he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to  
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’

6. Do you want life?  Do you want to be born again, spiritually?  Here is the gift of God for that.

The gift that God is here presenting is Christ.  The very Word of God become flesh.  It is also “living  
water”, that is the Holy Spirit.  In other words, it is the very Presence of deity here to live with us.  It is  
“God with us”.  The gift is 

III.     God’s gift is “God with us”.  
A. That’s why they called Him “Immanuel”.

1. This is what the angel states to Joseph that the Christ child will be:  Matthew 1:20-23,  “But after 
he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is  
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give  
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”

2. This is what Jesus Himself clarifies to the Apostles;  John 14:16-18,  “And I will ask the Father,  
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The 



world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,  
for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to  
you.”  Father, Son and Holy Spirit to live and dwell within.  

3. You   thus become a temple. A dwelling place for God - “God with us”.
4. We   thus become a temple.  For “God with us”.
5. This is a promise from God that extends even to us:  Matthew 28:18-20,  “Then Jesus came to 

them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Now.

B. Here, now; present in our lives.
1. When  you go to work.  When you are on vacation.  Every step and breath you take.
2. Ephesians 3:20  ,  “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or  

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,”
3. Can you see and recognize the power of God at work in you and us?  Those are not simply 

“coincidences” that make good things happen.  It is the presence of “God with us”.
4. Romans 8:31-32  ,  “If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own 

Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us  
all things?”  Do you feel, do you know the confidence that you can have in facing and enduring 
all situations of life if you have the gift of God!?

5. We can handle anything, be content in any situation if we have “Immanuel” – the gift of God, God 
with us!

C. We get to be with God!
1. Other ways of saying it; Salvation.  Redemption.  Heaven.  Life.  Adoption. God’s cherished 

possession.  The bride.  Righteousness.  Holiness.  We get to be clean.
2. Ephesians 2:8  ,  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
3. Feel the pride and pleasure of 1 Peter 2:9-10,  “But you are a chosen people, a royal  

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of  
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you  
have received mercy.”  What a gift!

4. Feel the confidence and exuberant joy of Revelation 21:3-4,  “And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will  
be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old  
order of things has passed away.” What a gift!

So What?
We have been given the very gift of God. God with us.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

What a gift.  Realize that we now have no worries;  we can face all of life with 
confidence and courage because we have God with us!  We can face every problem of 
life with peace and joy in our hearts because we have “God with us”!

Closing Prayer:



The Gift of God
Topical

Reading:  John 4:7-14. Memory:  John 4:10
“…I_ y_ k_ t_ g_ o_ G_ a_ w_ i_ i_ t_ a_ y_ f_ a d_, 

y_ w_ h_ a_ h_ a_ h_ w_ h_ g_ y_ l_ w_.”

We ought to realize the gift we have received.
A good look at the gift of God.

John 4:10
I.       God’s gift to you is Jesus Christ.  
A. A gift from God.

John 3:16    Romans 6:23

B. It is a gift of love.
Romans 8:32

John 4:10
II.      God’s gift includes “living water”.  
A. This is the Holy Spirit.

John 7:37-39    Ephesians 1:13-14    Romans 8:9    Romans 8;11

B. This is eternal life.
John 4:13-14    John 3:5-7

III.     God’s gift is “God with us”.  
A. That’s why they called Him “Immanuel”.

Matthew 1:20-23    John 14:16-18    Matthew 28:18-20

B. Here, now; present in our lives.
Ephesians 3:20    Romans 8:31-32

C. We get to be with God!
Ephesians 2:8    1 Peter 2:9-10    Revelation 21:3-4

So What?
We can face every problem of life with peace and joy in our hearts because we have 

“God with us”!
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