Hold On To Your Christian Effort
Hebrews Scope

Objective: Encourage each to a determined and courageous tenacity to Christianity.

Reading: Hebrews 10:32-39.

Memory: Hebrews 10:36, “You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will

receive what he has promised.”

Introduction:

1. Why does Christianity have to be so hard? Why does it take so much effort? Why does it seem to be
such a struggle ant times?

2. Why do we need to urge each other to grow and do better when it is so hard just to hang on and
simply be faithful? Isn’t it enough to just come to Christ and become a Christian and then not worry
about it anymore?

3. Folks, Christianity does involve a continual examination, a continual desire and a continual effort. We
must not grow slack or drift from our course.

We need to pay diligent attention to our Christianity. (WHY?)

The Hebrew Christians are drifting. They have become disheartened, disenchanted with
Christianity. Other ways of living seem to be easier. Not so much to think about. Not so much
opposition from the world and peers. It's easier to go with the flow and fit in with people around
us. Don’t doit. The letter to the Hebrews is telling Christians to persevere in their efforts. Let's
look at several of the main themes in the book of Hebrew; let's see why it is so essential to not
lighten up in our Christian effort.

The first theme / concept we need to be conscious of, that will motivate us to cling to Christianity is that
. The truth is so very vital. Hebrews 2:1-4, “We must pay more careful attention,
therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”  For if the message spoken by
angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, * how
shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by
the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. * God also testified to it by signs, wonders
and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”
A. The time for excuses is past.
1. There may have been times when it was reasonable to say we didn’t know. Or didn’t know better.
2. Acts 17:30, “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent.”
3. You could have followed Baal reasonably.
4. You could have been pulled astray by various philosophies and wise-sounding teachers.
5. We like to postpone or procrastinate by saying we don’t understand or we can’t know. YOU
KNOW PLENTY!
. You know there was a Creator! You know He cares.
. You know righteousness is important.
. You know when you are doing something wrong. So don’t harden your heart! Be sensitive and
responsive to what you already know!
. Do not try to use ignorance as an excuse. Like child coming home and seeing a note on the
table — might be telling me to clean my room, so | won’t read it. Won'’t work!
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B. We have received the ultimate revelation.

1. The clearest and best explained ever! Jesus is God’s full and final revelation; Hebrews 1:1-3, “In
the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, and through whom he made the universe. * The Son is the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact representation of his being,...”

2. God came in living flesh to show us how to live and be righteous.

3. What we have in Christ is so well attested and so well explained that we really need to pay close
attention.

4. If an angel appeared and told you would you believe it and do it?

5. If you had someone like Moses and the pillars of fire and smoke, would you believe it and do it?



C. Refuse to be led into error.

1. Morally by peers or worldly influences.

2. Religiously by spiritual forces. Do not follow Ba haulla, or Buddha, or any of men’s ideas.

3. 1 Timothy 4:1, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” Do not follow them!

4. We have the clearest communication anyone can possibly imagine. Don’t ignore it.

5. You have the very Word of God, in physical form! If a picture is worth 1,000 words — what's a
video worth? How about a “let me show you” life!!? Here’s a “Let me walk you through it!”

6. Christ IS the “...the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” Don't let anyone or anything, any distraction or pain or loneliness or lust draw you
off from following the TRUTH!

The second theme is similar. Not only is Christ the portrayal of truth that we can clearly and easily
understand and follow, but we can have absolute confidence in Christ’s ability to govern and save.
Il. _Christ is superior to anything else. Hebrews 3:6, “But Christ is faithful as a son
over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we
boast.”
A. There will be opposition!

1. There will be forces that entice you to drop Christianity; discouragements, doubts, family that

disapproves. Other things that your natural self desires. Perhaps simple laziness.
2. There will be forces to entice you to follow their way.
3. But there is nothing that Christ cannot handle.

B. Christ has all supremacy!

1. He is not just a servant in the house of God. He is the owner. He has inherited. He is the Master.

2. There are religious ways that claim to have special insights. Someone who got to peak in through
the windows does not know near as much as the one who owns it and lives there and is
welcoming you in.

3. There are religious ways that may have had valid servants of God such as Moses with Judaism,
and while they were serving, it was good to follow those servants, but that does not begin to
compare with following the Owner and Master.

4. Servants take care of things while the Owner is absent or before the Owner comes of age , but
when the Owner arrives and takes over, the servants step back and let the Owner take charge.

C. Christ is by far the better way.
1. Far and away above and beyond any alternative! All other ways are really dead ends.
2. Other avenues are nice temporarily. But they don’t last!

a. | like hanging out with Hospice people — they are caring, non-judgmental. Sympathetic with
servant hearts. But they don’t offer forgiveness of sins or eternal life.

b. I love to hang out with bow hunters; such camaraderie, such fellowship, such relaxation and
fun. Makes me feel manly! But they are all going to die. If | really get better at hunting and
fishing, what ultimate difference will it make in the long run?

c. Most religions are based on some elemental truths — things folks have discovered to be good
and helpful. Even Buddhism has a lot of good and desirable things about it; BUT they are not
fully truth and they DO NOT LEAD TO GOD. They do not have an avenue for forgiveness of
sins, they do not work redemption, they do not defeat Satan, and offer no real hope for eternal
life!

d. We need to pay attention to the things that matter, and only Christ has those things under His
authority!

3. Judaism starts in the Beginning and carries the revelations of God to man, but Christianity is far
and away superior to the Jewish arrangement.

a. Hebrews 7:18-19, “The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless
(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw
near to God.”

b. Hebrews 7:22, “...Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.”

c. Hebrews 8:6, “But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the




covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better_
promises.”
d. Christianity is Judaism, come to maturity. The goal Judaism was to lead to. Judaism is the
bud, but Christianity is that bud come into full blossom!
4. Following Christ is better than your hobby. Nascar, hunting and fishing. sex.
5. Not just as good. Better! Best. Nothing to compare in all history , in all the cosmos. Christianity
is it! Christ, and following Christ — Christianity is better than anything. The Best!

Finally, the third concept is our initiative. We are not to be satisfied with sitting idly and thinking all is
taken care of. We are alive, and if alive, must grow to become what we are intended to be. We
must

lll._ Christian maturity is vital. Hebrews 6:1-3, “Therefore let us leave the elementary
teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from
acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands,
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. ° And God permitting, we will do so.”

A. Growth is vital to life.

1. Like a tomato, If you stop growing you die.

2. 2 Peter 1:5-7, “... make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; ® and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; " and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness, love. ® For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

3. Beyond baby food. Not just “hear, believe, repent, confess, and be baptized then quit. Dig
deeper. Be actually transformed into the very image of Christ. Changed from the inside to
become a new Creature.

4. Become something that actually brings glory to the name of Christ!

B. Growing generally involves pain and effort.

1. ltinvolves efforts. Football player has to do pushups!

2. Fruit of the Spirit involves self-discipline. Christians need to overcome opposition, be victorious
over temptations.

3. Those struggles are for our growth; Hebrews 12:7, “Endure hardship as discipline; God is
treating you as sons.”

4. That discipline is for our strength and stability! To develop character; James 1:4, “Perseverance
must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

5. You have to be tested to know you will stand. So you can teach and guide others.

6. Don'’t give up or lighten up; keep growing; Hebrews 10:36, “But we are not of those who
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.”

So What?

Folks, there will be times when you wonder; why am | doing this? Why am | trying
so hard? For good reasons! Don't let hardships get you down or distract you. If you
are following the way of Christianity, you are on the right path (Truth), you are following
the better way, and you are growing into something that will glorify God. Don’t let up.
Hold on to your Christian effort.

Closing Prayer:
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We need to pay diligent attention to our Christianity.
Why it is so essential to not lighten up in our Christian effort.

The truth is so very vital. Hebrews 2:1-4

A. The time for excuses is past.
Acts 17:30

B. We have received the ultimate revelation.
Hebrews 1:1-3

C. Refuse to be led into error.
1 Timothy 4:1

Il._Christ is superior to anything else. Hebrews 3:6
A. There will be opposition!

B. Christ has all supremacy!

C. Christ is by far the better way.
Hebrews 7:18-19 Hebrews 7:22 Hebrews 8:6

lll. Christian maturity is vital. Hebrews 6:1-3

A. Growth is vital to life.
2 Peter 1:5-7

B. Growing generally involves pain and effort.
Hebrews 12:7 James 1:4 Hebrews 10:36

So What?
Don’t let up. Hold on to your Christian effort.
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