
Appreciate Christianity
Ephesians 2:1-10

Objective:  Motivate @ to greater devotion and more Christ-like lifestyle.
Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10.
Reading:  Ephesians 2:10.,  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Introduction:
1. Christians are people.  We can get tangled up in worldly ways.  We kind of “go with the flow” of the 

world around us and behave and life a lot like everybody else, a lot like we always have.
2. We might not intend to be doing evil or things that displease God, we just have not really taken an 

initiative to do better than we have.
3. What will entice / enable / encourage us to greater zeal / enthusiasm / fervent effort in our attempts to 

live in a way that is pleasing to God?  Realizing the value of what we have in Christ!

We need to realize what we have in Christ. (HOW?)
In the letter to the Ephesians, the divinely inspired Apostle, Paul, is trying to motivate some 

who are already Christians to greater devotion in being genuinely Christian.  To do this, he 
reminds them of some things which we all need to realize and be reminded of; things which 
should cause each of us to devote ourselves more fully, more fervently to a Christ-like life.

I want to try to make application of this passage to both encourage those who are already 
“in Christ” to renew their commitment and revitalize their appreciation and walk with God, and to 
encourage those who have not yet made such an appeal and commitment to not delay, but to 
step up and take advantage of what God is offering you “in Christ.
Realize that before we came to a relationship with God in Christ, 
I.       We were dead:    (Read Ephesians 2:1-3)
A. Understand this death concept.

1. Because I’m still breathing.  Still moving.
2. Like a small tree overtopped by others.  It cannot grow.  Dead and doesn’t know it.
3. Like man who jumps off cliff – might as well consider him dead when he is 6 inches from bottom.
4. Like tomato plants that have the blight.  Still some sap, but they are dead!
5. Verse 12   explains it quite well;  “… at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and  
without God in the world.”

6. Death is a separation from God – the life source.  Like a plant cut off from its roots – still has the 
appearance of life in some ways, sap, flowers – but it is death.  Soon withers.

7. Not just separated, but separated because we are detestable to God.
8. This death applies to everyone who has ever sinned.

B. Dead; as a result of our own transgressions and sins.
1. Isaiah 59:2  ,  “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden 

his face from you, so that he will not hear.”
2. Dead because of being separated from life that is in God.  Ephesians 4:18,  “They are darkened 

in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is  
in them due to the hardening of their hearts.”

3. Not what anyone else has done.  Can’t even apply the guilt for this sin on Adam and Eve.  Each of 
us is guilty and convicted for what we ourselves has done.

4. Have you ever committed a sin?  Only one is really needed.  Only one spec of evil to make you 
impure and unable to abide in the Presence of God who is absolutely pure.

5. Ever told a lie?  Used a harsh and abusive word?  Stolen something?  When I was about 12, I stole 
wild walnuts.  Owner never knew, but they weren’t mine.  That is enough.  Not a pure heart.

6. We were simply following the way of the world.  Yes.  Everybody does such things.  Yes.  Simply 
doing what comes natural.  Yes.  Maybe doing what were taught.  Yes.  BUT IT IS STILL SIN.  It is 
still your own sin.  And it still separates you from God.

7. Listen to some other sin lists;



a. Galatians 5:19 ff.  ,  “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,  
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,  
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”
b. 1 Corinthians 6:9  ,  “Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor  
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy 
nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”
c. Romans 1:31-32  ,  “They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are 
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of  
doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  
Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them.”
d. Sins of “commission” and sins of “omission”.  James 4:17,  “Anyone, then, who knows the 
good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”

8. Have you ever done something you shouldn’t have?  Guilty.
9. Have you ever failed to do something you should have?  Guilty.
10. As Romans 3:10-12 says,  “…There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one 

who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together  
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”

11. You were following the ways of “…the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient.”  The only thing to look forward to is weeping and gnashing of teeth, writhing in pain 
and agony in lake of fire with no way to call for help.  No hope.   No relationship with God.

12.Do you now feel hopeless.  Then I have done my job.  

BUT, THE LOVE OF God did not leave us there.  God reached out to us in Christ, Jesus. Realize that an  
extraordinary thing has  happened.  There is Good News!  Realize that IN CHRIST,
II.      God made us alive:  (Read Ephesians 2:4-6)
A. Alive with Christ.
1. The life applies only to those who are with Christ.  All the blessings offered are to those who are IN 

Christ,  Ephesians 1:3,  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”

2. IN Christ means with Him.  In covenant relationship with Him.
3. In Christ means following Him, living in accord with His Spirit.

B. It is by grace.
1. Because of His great love for us!  It is something He did because of who and what He is.
2. We sure did nothing to deserve it or earn it.  It is a free gift.  Made available while we were dead in 

transgressions.
3. Not of ourselves.  We did not deserve it!  Cannot be earned, achieved, only accepted.

C. This gift applies only to those who are “In Christ  ”  !
1. Who is in Christ?  Who now has hope?  Who has access to God?  Who now has a covenant?
a. Galatians 3:26-27  ,  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you 

who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”
b. John 14:23  ,  “Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will  

love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
2. The rest of mankind are still children of wrath.  Do you want to behave like them, re-join them?
3. Maybe you still are, if you have not yet committed you life to God in baptism, making the appeal to 

Him to be your Lord and give you forgiveness of sins and an clean conscience.
4. There is life IN Christ Jesus.  John 14:6,  Jesus says,  “I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.”
God did not just offer this gift so we would say thanks and forget about it.  Realize, that
III.     God has a purpose for giving us this gift of life:   (Read Ephesians 2:7-10)
A. God wants us to be a demonstration of his grace.

1. Grace is His nature, His gift, His desire to help and to bless.



2. In the present time.
a. To glorify Him.  To bring thanks and honor and praise to His holy name.
b. Let others see what God has done, know  and understand the nature of God.
c. That He is worthy of all our honor, praise, allegiance, devotion and worship!

2. In the coming ages according to verse 7.
a. You have a role in something that is to keep on happening.  An increased display of His Grace 

in the future.  Everyone through ages will see the “incomparable riches of His grace.”
b. Ephesians 3:10-11  ,  “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  

God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  
according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

3. We are His workmanship.
a. To let others see what God has done!  Let them praise God when they see what changes have 

happened to you.
b. Let them praise God when they see how He works through you to bless other people!

B. Created to do good works.  (Verse 10)
1. There are specific works that God created us for.  Things He clearly wants us to be doing!
2. Titus 2:14  ,  “…who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for  

himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”
3. These works are not matter of earning salvation, but accepting salvation; of stepping up to the role 

we were saved to do;  of serving our purpose in life.
4. What are those works; that we to be doing?  They are things like acts of obedience!  Imitation of 

Him.  Love.  Worship.  Caring for widows and orphans. Teaching truth.  Declaring His praises.
5. To join together corporately to be a holy temple, a dwelling place of God. (Verses 21-22).
6. Express love for @ other and Him, promote unity to overcome any barriers made by Satan.
7. Sorts of things Jesus had in mind in Luke 6:35-36;  “But love your enemies, do good to them, 

and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great,  
and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be  
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

So What?
It is time for each of us to ask some questions;  Why was I created?  What does god want 

from me?  
Many / most folks are not fulfilling the role God has in mind for them.  They are not really 

honoring His name as He intends.  They are not seriously grateful to His grace in first giving 
you life, then graciously restoring you to life in Christ Jesus.  The message this morning is to 
urge each of us to realize the amazing grace that we have been given in Christ, to treasure it ,  
use it to bring honor to the name of God.

If you are not in a covenant relationship with God through Christ, if there is something you 
have left undone, something you need to complete of amend, now is the time.

Closing Prayer:



Appreciate Christianity
Ephesians 2:1-10

Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10. Reading:  Ephesians 2:10
“F_ w_ a_ G_ w_, c_ i_ C_ J_ t_ d_ g_ w_, w_ G_ p_ i_ a_ f_ u_ t_ d_.”

We need to realize what we have in Christ.
Things which should cause us to devote ourselves more fully to a Christ-like life.

I.       We were dead:    Ephesians 2:1-3
A. Understand this death concept. Ephesians 2:1  2  

B. Dead; as a result of our own transgressions and sins.
Isaiah 59:2   Ephesians 4:18   Galatians 5:19   1 Corinthians 6:9   Romans 1:31-32   Romans 3:10-12

II.      God made us alive:  Ephesians 2:4-6
A. Alive with Christ. Ephesians 1:3

B. It is by grace.

C. This gift applies only to those who are “In Christ  ”  !
Galatians 3:26-27   John 14:23    John 14:6

III.     God has a purpose for giving us this gift of life:   Ephesians 2:7-10
A. God wants us to be a demonstration of his grace. Ephesians 3:10-11

B. Created to do good works.
Ephesians 2:10,  Titus 2:14  Luke 6:35-36

So What?
Realize the amazing grace that we have been given in Christ and use it to bring honor to the 

name of God.
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