
A Model For Ministry And Life
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

Objective:  Provide Christians with principles to guide their personal ministries.
Reading:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-16.
Memory:  1 Thessalonians 2:4b,  “We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts.”
Introduction:
1. Sewing a button doesn’t really make me a tailor.  Having a license doesn’t really make me a hunter.
2. Knowing a few doctrines, attending church doesn’t really make me pleasing to the Lord in as full a 

sense as I want to be either.

We should each know the essential nature of Christian ministry. (WHAT?)
As the Apostle describes his efforts at ministering in this section, 2 principles stand out, that 

ought to guide our own efforts at personal ministry, and enable us to conduct our lives in a 
manner worthy and pleasing to the Lord.
This applies not just to professional ministers, but to all Christians.  A principal that ought to move and  
motivate and govern our lives is that we are;
I.       Servants of the Word!  
A. Trustworthy ambassadors.

1. We have each been given a sacred trust by Almighty God.
2. 1 Thessalonians 2:4  ,  “…we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the  

gospel.”
3. Romans 6:17  ,  “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you 

wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.”
4. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2  ,  “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those  

entrusted with the secret things of God. 2 Now it is required that those who have been 
given a trust must prove faithful.”

5. 1 Timothy 6:20  ,  “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care.”
6. 2 Timothy 1:13-14  ,  “What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with  

faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”

7. Not entrusted to just Timothy, or Paul, or a handful of Apostles, but to every one of us as well! 
Jude 1:3,  “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we  
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all  
entrusted to the saints.”  We must ask ourselves;  “What am I doing with it?”

8. We too, must remember that we are serving God.  Not men.  We need to be trustworthy 
ambassadors to the Word He has given us.  There will be disappointments as men try to sidestep 
Truth, get away with unholy things, or tease us to say what they want to hear rather than pure 
and simple Word of God.

9. 1 Thessalonians 2:12  ;  “…encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of  
God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”  Trustworthy service involves all three;

a.Encouraging. Comforting.  Urging folks to live lives worthy of God.
b.These can be very difficult if we are more concerned with friendship and acceptance than 
with faithfulness to God.

B. Trust the success of the Word.
1. Trust the Word to work in people.  It can and does accomplish what God sent it out to accomplish. 

It can and does touch and transform hearts lives - wherever;  market place, at work, at home, at 
ballgame.

2. Trust it to be successful even when the appearance of success is not there.  It was effective with 
you! It can and will be effective with others.  It is powerful and effective!

3. It will sort folks out – some we desperately want to respond, won’t – it is doing its job.
4. Even in the midst of strong opposition.

a. It worked on the Thessalonians!  
b. Perhaps this is why Paul tells Timothy; “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season;  

correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”  (2 Timothy 4:2)



c. Never give up, never quit!  This is spiritual warfare!  Expect opposition.  Expect Satan’s efforts to 
discourage and deceive.

d. Artie Schaffer = “True conversion generally takes place in the absence of the persuader”.  You don’t need 
to be a good persuader - just declare the Truth.  And live the Truth.

5. It is the word that does the real work;  not you.

C. Live and embody the Word.
1. In order to teach others to live in a manner worthy of the Lord, the ministering ones ( you and me) 

must actually live in a manner worthy of the Lord.
2. It is not just a matter of hearing the word – though that in itself is powerful, but it is a “Living” Word. 

It is supposed to be visible in being lived out.  Just as folks could see the love of God, the truth of 
God most readily when seen in the life of Jesus.  Let it be seen in your life!  Be an example of it.

3. How can we teach love and mercy if we are harsh, unforgiving and cold? Demonstrate its spirit.
4. For instance; 

D. The appeal of the Word is simple Truth.
1. If we have the Truth, if we are genuinely speaking God’s Word, there is already power in it.  No 

need for anything extra.  No need to trick or manipulate, or be eloquent.
2. So b fully transparent.  Transparent before God and before men. No “guile.” No false motives. Not 

manipulations. No human wisdom. No forcing of things.
3. No place for wishing I had a sharp answer or response.  No need to be sharp-witted or eloquent.
4. Incidentally, there is inherent in this concept, that we should preach and teach NOTHING that we 

don’t personally believe!  Not holding allegiance to a particular teacher or congregation or 
tradition, but holding allegiance to God and Truth.

5. 2 Corinthians 4:2  ,  “… by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every  
man’s conscience in the sight of God.”

There is a stress throughout this section on our ministering with faithfulness to the Word of God.  There is  
also another concern.  There is also a stress throughout this section on ministering with faithfulness as
II.      Servants of People.  
A. We are here to serve souls.

1. God is concerned with people.  The job He gave the church is to be concerned with people.
2. Christ came to serve;  to seek and save the lost.  Matthew 20:28,  “…the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Christ came to 
serve, not to be served.  So should we in whom Christ lives. 

3. To be right and to be pleasing to God, our Christian life should be about service to others.
4. We are not here to serve self.  It is NOT about “what can I get out of it?, but about what can I do? 

What role can I play? How can I help!?
5. If you come to church to gain something, you have a wrong concept.  Why did you come to church 

(Men’s Retreat);  to get or to give?
a. Wash dishes, serve tables, listen to someone share their burdens.
b. Pitch in and do something.  Die to self and meet someone else’s needs.  Listen 

attentively, be prepared to share a word of encouragement.
c. If someone is struggling with their kids so you can’t hear, go sit next to them and gently 

assist them.  Find ways to help, to participate, to serve.
d. That is worship!  Not just listening to see what I can get, but giving and devoting of self!

6. We DO gain a lot, we do get fed, we do get built up, but that is NOT to be the primary motive of a 
Christian heart!

B. No selfish motives.
1. Everything for the sake of others.  Philippians 2:3-4,  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

2. It is NOT about popularity or a large following, nor in any way about the praise of people.
3. We serve as role models of the Word, of the life that is pleasing to God, out of purity, and out of 

love for Truth, and out of love for others, NOT for any selfish reasons;  1 Thessalonians 2:11-12, 
“For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12  



encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his  
kingdom and glory.”

C. Christian ministry functions out of love.
1. 1 Thessalonians 2:8  ,  “We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not  

only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.”
a. Is this how we feel about those we are trying to serve?
b. Is this the love that is really evidenced in our lives towards them?

2. Like our Lord, we are to be ready to expend oneself for the sake of others.
3. Christ “emptied” Himself for the sake of others, so should we stand ready to “empty” ourselves as 

we minister.  
4. Philippians 2:5-7  ,  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”

a. What things are you “grasping” (clinging to) that Christ would not “grasp”?
b. Empty yourself by giving up your right to…
c.

5. God is love.  Without this same sort of love, we are nothing / gain nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:2-3, 
“If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have  
a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to 
the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

6. If your ministry, your life works, the efforts, the things you say and do are not prompted and 
motivated by love, they do not fully build a life that is pleasing to God.

7.

So What?
1 Thessalonians 2:4b,  says,  “We are not trying to please men but God, who 

tests our hearts.”  I want to encourage each of us to ask ourselves if this is true.  What 
is your life about?  Are you primarily trying to please yourself?  How urgently are you 
concerned with pleasing others that have some sort of hold on you by virtue of family or 
friendship relationships?  We need to be pleasing to God.  That’s what life is about. I 
want to encourage each one here this morning to examine our Christian walk to see 
what motivates us to service. (If anything).  I want to encourage each of us to be 
genuinely motivated by desire to please God by serving His word and by serving other 
souls.

Closing Prayer:



A Model For Ministry And Life
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

Reading:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-16. Memory:  1 Thessalonians 2:4b
“W_ a_ n_ t_ t_ p_ m_ b_ G_, w_ t_ o_ h_.”

We should each know the essential nature of Christian ministry.
Principles to guide our efforts to live pleasing to the Lord.

I.       Servants of the Word!  
A. Trustworthy ambassadors.

1 Thessalonians 2:4    Romans 6:17    1 Corinthians 4:1-2    1 Timothy 6:20    2 Timothy 1:13-14
Jude 1:3    1 Thessalonians 2:12

B. Trust the success of the Word.

C. Live and embody the Word.

D. The appeal of the Word is simple Truth.
2 Corinthians 4:2

II.      Servants of People.  
A. We are here to serve souls.

Matthew 20:28

B. No selfish motives.
Philippians 2:3-4    1 Thessalonians 2:11-12

C. Christian ministry functions out of love.
1 Thessalonians 2:8    Philippians 2:5-7    1 Corinthians 13:2-3

So What?     1 Thessalonians 2:4b
Please God by serving His word and by serving other souls.


