
Endure for Righteousness Sake
1 Peter 3:13-22

Objective:  Prepare @ to better endure struggles as a Christian.
Reading:  1 Peter 3:10-12.
Memory:  1 Peter 3:12.,  “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer,”
Introduction:
1. Few people are really harassed by the government for their religious behavior in our time and in our 

country.  But persecutions can take many forms.
2. As a general rule people don’t really abuse others for doing good things;  It does happen sometimes 

though;  friends will pick on you for not teasing someone in school,  friends or family might give 
you a hard time when you refuse to steal or do drugs or get drunk, pick on you because you do 
not have sex outside of marriage and such things.

3. When such things happen, are you ready handle it?  If are to behave as Christians, then …
We need to endure sufferings for the sake of Righteousness. (HOW?)

In 1 Peter 3:13-22 the Divinely inspired Apostle Peter is writing to Christians scattered 
throughout the Roman Empire.  The time is sometime in the early 60s.  Emperor Nero has 
begun a severe persecution of Christians in Rome which will quickly spread throughout the 
Roman Empire.  Christians are in for some very hard times and a lot of suffering if they are to 
remain faithful in their Christian walk.  Peter is writing to encourage them and to advise them on 
how to remain faithful throughout hard times.  We can each use his advice to prepare ourselves 
to remain faithful to Christ when hard times come upon us.
There are really three things that Peter tells Christians to do to prepare themselves in this passage.  First  
he tells Christians to.
I.       Set apart Christ as lord in your heart.  1 Peter 3:15,  “But in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord.”  NAS reads;  “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts”
A. This clarifies your singleness of purpose.

1. Whether you read “sanctify” means to “set apart”,  a genuine and clear cut commitment is being 
called for.  A half-hearted commitment will not stand the test.

2. Here is a “fear” or “reverence” of Christ that will leave no room for other things, including fears.
3. In Galatians 2:20, Paul says,  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but  

Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved  
me and gave himself for me.”  Are you really set apart for Christ like that?

4. Calls for you to make up your mind with a clear determination!  To clearly give Christ first 
place in your life.  Are you still sitting a fence?  See sawing?

5. Determine that pure service to Christ is your life’s goal no matter what.
6. To determine that Christ is Boss.  He is Lord.  You stand by HIM even if it means suffering. 

Even to point of losing job,  friends,  or family.  He is Lord even if it costs your life.

B. How do I go about this?
1. Ask “What Would Jesus Do?” about everything!  Then do exactly that.
2. Remember that no one can really harm you if God is on your side.

3. 1 Peter 3:13-14  ,  “Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if  
you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do  
not be frightened.”

4. This is sound motive to make Christ Lord in your heart!  If Christ is superbly important to you 
and on your side, no one can really harm you.

5. Romans 8:31  ,  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
6. With Christ as Lord, your life is safe in heaven with Christ according to Colossians 3:3,  “For 

you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”

C. What are evidences that you have set apart Christ as Lord in your heart?
1. Church attendance. Everyday language.  Thoughts and actions when no one is around.
2. Seeking to imitate Him and do His will in everything!



The next thing he tells Christians to do to prepare themselves to endure struggles is more visible.  It is  
something we can think through and in a more obvious way do something with.  He tells Christians that as  
part of preparing themselves for confrontations, you should….
II.      Be ready always to give reasons for your hope.  1 Peter 3:15b,  “Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
A. Why do you believe and act as you do?

1. Being born to something is not a good reason!
2. Why are you a (enter a religious choice), etc.?  “I was born one” is not a good reason.
3. Why do you believe a certain way?  “I was raised that way” is not a good reason.
4. Why are you a Christian?  “I just want to be” is not a good reason

5. We should know what we believe, and have good reason for believing it!
6. Why do you believe in heaven, hell, God?  “I never thought about it” is not a good reason.
7. Why do you believe the way you do about divorce, etc.
8. Why do you take the Lord’s Supper?  Practice baptism?  Attend church on Sundays?
9. Why do you refuse to cuss and swear like everyone else?

B. You don’t have to “hound” people with preaching.
1. In 1 Peter 3:1, the wife is told to win the husband without preaching.
2. We do need try to be ready with an answer when folks ask us.
3. When they ask you, is the best “teachable moment”.  Anyone at anytime may ask you to justify 

your confidence in Christ.  Scripture says to have it thought through beforehand.
4. This is a good reason for active search, discussion, study.  How can you stand solidly on a 

belief you have no basis for?  Strengthen your faith by discovering the reasons for it.
5. There are good reasons for believing Christ was resurrected.  That there is a God.

C. Be ready to answer with composure.
1. The verse (2 Peter 3:15) goes on to say, “But do this with gentleness and respect”
2. The spirit in which the answer is given may be more important than the answer.

3. Not arrogant, not fearful, not bitter, not embarrassed.
4. Folks may not accept your answer, but they should not be offended by your heart.

5. Answer is being made for God and before God.;  Represent Him with confidence, love, patience.

D. Your faith should have a solid foundation!
1. What is your “hope”?  Can you tell why you hold such hope?
2. Can you explain why your actions are the best or better actions?  Can you give a reason?
3. How do I go about preparing myself for confident, composed answers?

4. Study diligently.  Take it seriously.  Search the Scriptures daily.
5. Apply yourself!  Make it a habit to meet with others to talk, discuss, listen, explore, prepare.

A third avenue of preparation for enduring is given in verse 16.  Peter says, (2 Peter 3:16),  “keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may  
be ashamed of their slander.”  We should determine that if we are to suffer, it will be for doing good, not 
evil:  In other words, to endure for goodness sake, Christians need to ... 
III.     Keep a clear conscience  .  
A. Particularly in that thing for which you are being slandered.

1. It is tempting to say, “I’m being accused, I might as well be guilty, I’ll do it!”
2. Revenge belongs to the Lord!  Your role is to honor God in Christ no matter what.
3. Romans 12:17-21  , speaks guidance to this same issue; “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 

careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on  
you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for  
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the  
contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but  
overcome evil with good.”

B. Keeping a “clear conscience” will put your accusers to shame.



1. Folks will see and know the truth.  Folks will learn to consider the source.
2. It will expose those who accuse you falsely.  People will learn to not believe such slander because 

they know you better, and your accusers will actually be embarrassed!
3. Ephesians 6:14  ,  “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the  

breastplate of righteousness in place,”    No one can genuinely accuse you if you follow truth 
and do nothing wrong.

C. A clear conscience is what  will enable you to expect Christ’s friendship.
1. In John 14;15, Jesus says, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  Again in John 

15:14,  “You are my friends if you do what I command.”  To expect Christ’s friendship, to 
expect His support and care, keep a clear conscience in doing what He says!

2. 1 Peter 3:12  .,  “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to  
their prayer,”

3.  How can you expect help from Him if you ignore Him or do things He hates?
4. If you suffer for evil, you are only getting what you deserve.  A traffic fine, etc.

There will be suffering in your life, there will be things you are called upon to endure.  Understand that 
D. The “Good” are allowed to suffer for a purpose.

1. God allowed Christ to suffer for our good when Christ had done no evil.
2. All of the Apostles suffered for the advancement of the Gospel.
3. This is expected for Christians also.  2 Corinthians 4:10-11,  “We always carry around in our 

body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we  
who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be  
revealed in our mortal body.”

So What?
Folks, this is a tough old world.  It is NOT home for Christians.  Times will get tough.  They 

will get tough for you!  Even in the toughest times and toughest situations,  Christians are 
intended to live their lives openly;  to be “the light of the world”.  If we do not, we are not serving 
our God-intended purpose.  If we do, occasions will arise when people will try to intimidate you 
or when they will ask you about your faith.  Will you be prepared to face the tough times?  Will 
you founder or will you stand?  Along with the Apostle Peter, I urge you to act now.  Prepare 
yourself to stand faithful.  Provide a solid witness for Christ.
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We need to endure sufferings for the sake of Righteousness.
How to remain faithful throughout hard times.

I.       Set apart Christ as lord in your heart.  1 Peter 3:15
A. This clarifies your singleness of purpose. Galatians 2:20

B. How do I go about this? 1 Peter 3:13-14    Romans 8:31    Colossians 3:3

C. What are evidences that you have set apart Christ as Lord in your heart?

II.      Be ready always to give reasons for your hope.     1 Peter 3:15b
A. Why do you believe and act as you do?

B. You don’t have to “hound” people with preaching.

C. Be ready to answer with composure. 2 Peter 3:15

D. Your faith should have a solid foundation!

(2 Peter 3:16)
III.     Keep a clear conscience  .  
A. Particularly in that thing for which you are being slandered Romans 12:17-21

B. Keeping a “clear conscience” will put your accusers to shame. Ephesians 6:14

C. A clear conscience is what  will enable you to expect Christ’s friendship.
John 14;15    John 15:14    1 Peter 3:12

D. The “Good” are allowed to suffer for a purpose. 2 Corinthians 4:10-11

So What?
Prepare to stand faithful.  Provide a solid witness for Christ.
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