
Living A Godly Life
2 Peter 1:3-4

Objective:  Instill confidence in our ability to please God.
Reading:  2 Peter 1:1-9.
Memory:  2 Peter 1:3,  “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness  
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”
Introduction:
1. How can I ensure that I will receive a rich welcome into the kingdom of God?  What do I need in order 

to be right with God, to live and behave right and to be pleasing to God?  To have confidence in my 
relationship with the King and Creator?  Do I need to enter a monastery? Make a pilgrimage to Mecca 
or Jerusalem.  Have someone lay hands on me?

2. Each one of us can have confidence in our salvation right where we are.  We already have everything 
we need.

We can live genuinely godly lives. (HOW?)
We can be pleasing to God.  We can acquire and partake of the divine nature.  We can 

escape the corruption of this generation, the corruption of this world.  We already have 
everything we need.  God’s power has granted everything we need to live godly lives that are 
entirely pleasing to Him, but we must also apply ourselves.  

2 Peter 1:10-11,  “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling 
and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a 
rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Like you want a beautiful garden.  Dad gives you a piece of tilled soil, a rake, a hoe, fertilizer 
and all the seeds.  But you still have work to do yourself!  So we need to use and apply what  
God has given us as the means to life and godliness.

Verse 3 makes it clear that the essential part of it all, the essential ingredient in our having everything we  
need for life and for godliness is knowledge of Christ.  2 Peter 1:3, “His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own  
glory and goodness.”  So our part is to 
I.       Acquire Knowledge of Christ.  
A. Christ IS the life saving message!

1. The Apostles and first Christians preached Christ!  Ephesians 3:8,  “Although I am less than the 
least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the  
unsearchable riches of Christ,”.  Not do’s and don’ts, not procedures and rituals, but Christ 
was the essence of their preaching!  So folks would know Him!

2. We need to understand Christ as thoroughly as possible.  Who He is, What He is.  What He 
stands for and does.  His very nature and character.  Not some false ideas, but truth!

B. Knowledge of Christ from Scripture.
1. The whole Old Testament points to Christ.
2. Christ is the very “word of God” which became flesh and blood. In order to reveal to us the very 

nature of Almighty God!
a. John 1:14  , “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his  

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
b. John 1:18  , “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s  

side, has made him known.”
3. The Scriptures provide an accurate, dependable knowledge of Him and are useful in attaining this 

godliness we seek;  2 Timothy 3:16-17., “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for  
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may  
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

4. 2 Peter 1:19  , clearly directs our attention to the Word; “And we have the word of the prophets 
made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it …”

5. So, study and hold to the Scriptures for a knowledge of Christ and to avoid false prophets and 
heresies warned about in 2 Peter 2:1-2,  “But there were also false prophets among the  



people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce  
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift  
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of  
truth into disrepute.”

6. Scripture gives us the essential knowledge we need.  For anything you need.  So you can be 
adequate, thoroughly equipped for every good work that god is looking for.

C. We also need to gain a living knowledge of Christ.
1. We need to experience Christ.  Read about Him and put it into action.  Apply it to life.
2. επιγνοωσεωσ     = more than just knowledge.  It is “full” knowledge.  “Upon” knowledge.  NAS 

translates; “…through the true knowledge of Him who called us…”  Concept is that of a full 
knowledge as in genuinely understanding Christ.  Involves mediation, contemplation, reflection 
and investigating.  (can’t come to this “knowledge” by just an occasional thought or hearing.  This 
one takes effort, openness and application!)

a. When they are told hundreds of times in the OT after God works signs, wonders, or even 
punishments, “Then you shall know that I am the Lord” (54 times in Ezekiel alone); it was 
not about simple answers to questions or intellectual facts.  It was about a deep realization of 
the reality of God and our relationship to Him. He wants them to genuinely understand Who 
He is!

b. Cf. in NT;  John 8:32,  “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
3. True knowledge is seen in obedient, trusting response.  In fear.  In love and deep appreciation!  It 

will show itself in all aspects of life;  in relationship with spouse, boss, children; The language you 
use, the priority of coming in to worship, your readiness to die rather than deny Him or disobey 
Him.  With such full, true knowledge of Christ, one could never accept or endorse other spiritual 
powers such as horoscopes or palm readers or superstitions.

4. If you really know God, you cannot ignore Him sidestep Him or put anything ahead of Him!
5. Romans 12:2  , “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed  

by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is
—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  (A rough paraphrase might be; Try it and see!)

a. Listen to Christ.  Listen to the Word of God.  Trust Him.  Do what He says, with a ready mind 
and a wiling heart, test and approve what God’s will is.  Experience it.  Get to Know Christ!

b. Psalm 34:8  ,  “Taste and see that the LORD is good;”
6. Learn from Jesus how to live godly lives.  How to cope with enemies and problems.  Learn how 

God loves you.  Learn the nature of righteousness.  Gain the hope of heaven and the status of 
righteousness.

Knowledge of Christ is absolutely essential to life and godliness.  Through Christ’s glory and excellence,  
He has also given us very great and precious promises.  2 Peter 1:4,  “Through these he has given us 
his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine  
nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  So our part is also to…
II.      Respond to His Great And Precious Promises.  
A. Eagerly take advantage of them.

1. Like Dad has promised to pay tuition if you will study.  Promised to give you a job if you will work. 
Promised to provide the seed if you plow up the ground.  But if you sit and do nothing, if you are 
distracted and not interested, if you don’t use what has been promised, you get no where.

2. God has promised to help, but we need to take what He has promised and apply ourselves;
3. 2 Peter 1:5-8  .  “… make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,  

knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to  
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly  
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep 
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

4. He provides, supplies everything we need,  BUT we need to us what He provides!

B. Promise of the Holy Spirit.
1. Given to guide and lead us. To help us comprehend truth.  To convict us of sin.
2. Are you living by the Spirit or are you still following you flesh, your natural self?  The Spirit is the 



essence of our New Covenant.  It’s the only way to keep the essence of the “Law”.  Living by the 
Spirit is the essence of life and godliness.

3. How do we GET the promised Holy Spirit?
a. Many, many unknowns.   It is like the wind.
b. Something of it comes from genuine baptism.  Acts 2:37-38,  “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ  
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Promise!

c. All manifestations of Its Presence are not the same;  1 Corinthians 12:7-11,  “Now to each 
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. (Note that the HS is 
intended for group utilization!) To one there is given through the Spirit the message of  
wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another  
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another  
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to  
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of  
tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each  
one, just as he determines.”

d. Some manifestations are intended to be universal; i.e., the fruit of the spirit.  To be clothed with 
Christ.

C. Other Promises generate adequacy and hope and confident expectation.
1. 1 John 1:9  ,  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and  

purify us from all unrighteousness.”   Grace and Sanctification.  Promise!
2. Galatians 3:26-29  ,  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor  
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to  
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”   If you are 
baptized, living by faith, clothed with Christ, you will be treated as children and legitimate heirs, 
not as servants.  Promise!

3. Matthew 28:20b  ,  “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  His 
Presence and power with us.  Promise!

4. 2 Peter 2:9  ,  “…the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the  
unrighteous for the day of judgment,…”  You may not always understand things, but you can 
trust Him to help if you are being faithful.  Promise!

5. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  ,  “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our  
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”  Power to work in you; 
to make you blameless.  Promise!

6. 1 Corinthians 10:13  ,  “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And  
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are  
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  Power to help 
you overcome temptations;  Promise!

7. 1 Thessalonians 3:1  ,  “But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from 
the evil one.”  Protection from Satan;  Promise!

So What?
We don’t need a burning bush;  we can know what God wants and expects, and we can 

know how to accomplish whatever is needed.  Live by true knowledge of Jesus, utilize the great  
and precious promises He has given, and you will have life and godliness.

Closing Prayer:
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We can live genuinely godly lives. 2 Peter 1:10-11
We need to use what God has given us as the means to life and godliness.

2 Peter 1:3
I.       Acquire Knowledge of Christ.  
A. Christ IS the life saving message! Ephesians 3:8

B. Knowledge of Christ from Scripture.
John 1:14    John 1:18    2 Timothy 3:16-17    2 Peter 1:19    2 Peter 2:1-2

C. We also need to gain a living knowledge of Christ.
John 8:32    Romans 12:2    Psalm 34:8

2 Peter 1:4
II.      Respond to His Great And Precious Promises.  
A. Eagerly take advantage of them.

2 Peter 1:5-8

B. Promise of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:37-38    1 Corinthians 12:7-11

C. Other Promises generate adequacy and hope and confident expectation.
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So What?
Live by true knowledge of Jesus, utilize the great and precious promises He has given, and 

you will have life and godliness.
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