
Obtaining God’s Blessings
Joshua 6-7

Objective:  Motivate people to genuinely and fully give to God what belongs to God.
Reading:  Psalm 47
Memory:  Psalm 47:9b,  “…the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted.”
Introduction:
1. It is easier to walk by sight than to walk by faith, but it is better to walk by faith.  God is God.  We are 

not.  Though we think we are wise, God knows better.
2. If we were wise, we would admit that God is in charge, that God sees the unseen, that God is Lord of 

heaven and earth, and we would listen to His loving words of guidance.  But people generally do not 
do that very faithfully and we get into trouble,  physically and spiritually.  Everything, even the kings of 
the earth belong to God.  He is highly exalted above all of them, and …

We need to carefully follow all God’s instructions. (WHY?)
Many of the events recorded in the old testament are far more than simple historical 

records.  They are there for illustration purposes.  As Hebrews 10:1 says about the Old 
Testament law;  “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the 
realities themselves.”  So, with many of the OT events.  They are “shadows’ that illustrate for 
us spiritual principles that we are to learn, take to heart and apply in our own lives and 
circumstances.  The event of Joshua 6-7 and the people defeating Jericho then being defeated 
by Ai is to teach us the source of our own failures.  (Summarize the chapters).
As we read about Joshua and the people at Jericho and Ai in Joshua 6-7, we are supposed to see that
I.       God tells His people what they need to do.  
A. God gives instructions to help His people.

1. God was wanting to help Israel.  Joshua 6:2,  “Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have  
delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.”

2. God can and will help His people if they will let Him.  He will lead them to blessing & victory.
a. They have to listen to what He tells them.  Take it seriously.
b. They have to genuinely DO what He tells them.  Seriously.  James 1:22,  “Do not merely 

listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”  Seriously
3. Sometimes His instructions may seem a little silly.

a. March around without a word for 7 days?   Then 7 times and shout!???
b. The real question is; “Who’s in charge? ”Who is the Boss?  Who is really in control.  Who can 

do anything!?  Who is capable of saving?
c. They may seem silly today;    We may think we know better or have better ideas.
d. Baptism to wash away sins seems silly!?  Living together before you make a marriage 

commitment may seem to make more sense to you?  Who knows?  Who is in charge?  God.

B. God’s instructions are also for our benefit today.
1. 1 John 5:3-5  ,  “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not  

burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has  
overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”

2. God is not just on some ego trip.  “Let’s see if I can humiliate them; make them push a jelly bean  
down main street with their nose!”  No, there is reason for what He says and does.

3. He wanted Israel to learn to trust Him.  He wants you to learn that also.  (Trust is called faith).
4. Trust that God wants to help, can and will help.  Romans 8:31b-32,  “If God is for us, who can 

be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will  
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”

5. Isaiah 6:8-9  ,  “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on  
his shoulders. And he will be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
Father, Prince of Peace.”

a. That’s Him.  That’s Jesus.  The very Word of God.  
b. Know that He is not only “a” sure guide, but that He is “the” sure guide.
c. Know that He came to help.  His instructions, teachings and commands are for our benefit!



6. Do   what He says even if it seems silly or small or you know better or have a better idea. Trust Him.

C. God is directing us to be victorious in life.
1. Not just over physical enemies like Amalekites.  Not just how to acquire the physical “promised 

land” but how to acquire the spiritual “Promised Land” – heaven!
2. Not just victorious over an enemy army, but victorious over life’s problems and struggles. How to 

get along with spouse / family / enemies. At work. How to win out over strife / worry / temptations.
3. Ultimately to be victorious over sin and death.  That’s the real battle we all fight.  Spiritual warfare.
4. Our obedience is not just physical compliance.  It is to involve our heart, our soul, our motives.  In 

spirit and in truth.  Not just outward compliance, but with joy, love, peace, confidence.

But, here is the problem.  Here is the reason we so often fail to obtain or retain God’s blessings.
II.      Sometimes people don’t do what God tells them.  
A. People have reasons for not doing what God says.

1. What are your reasons?  Is it pride? Lazy?  Don’t know and don’t care?  Don’t really believe? 
Procrastination?  Rebellious spirit?  Led by family or peers?  Embarrassed?

2. It angers God when He is ignored and disregarded.  Today as well as then.  Joshua 7:1,  “But the 
Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son  
of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’S anger  
burned against Israel.”  What happens when you ignore something God says?

3. The result for them is that they were all defiled, all defeated, all tainted, all discouraged!
4. When you see the outcome in their shadow, what do you expect to be our outcome in reality?

B. Some things are to be destroyed.
1. When they went against Jericho, God said, Joshua 6:18,  “But keep away from the devoted 

things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them.  
Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it.”

2. Some things were devoted to destruction – placed under a “ban”.  That is why they had to kill 
everything, sheep, oxen, people.  And burn everything.  Totally destroy the evil.

3. Those things were corrupt, defiled.  Disgusting in God’s sight and reprehensible to what He stands 
for.  They were bad for life and for purity,  They would infect and corrupt the pure people of God. 
They needed to be got rid of.  Burned.  Failure to destroy them completely will lead to trouble for 
the people and their own destruction.

4. We have New Testament parallels that folks still hang on to. Things that are reserved for 
destruction, make sure you get rid of.  Evil thoughts.  Lusts.  Coarse and vulgar words. 
Covetousness.  Prejudices and hatreds.  What are you hanging on to that God has “banned”?

C. Some things are to be reserved for God.
1. Joshua 6:19  ,  “ All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the 

LORD and must go into his treasury.”
2. Things to be given to God – put in His treasury. Things that belong to God, that are sacred to God 

– make sure you give to God.  Honor.  Glory.  Praise.  Service.  Your heart.  First priority.
3. Somebody in the congregation took what was sacred to God. Joshua 7:11,  “Israel has sinned; 

they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some  
of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own 
possessions.”  Achan took gold and silver and a garment.  God calls it stealing from Him.

4. What have you taken or retained possession of that rightfully belongs to God?  My Sundays!  He 
has told me to assemble to worship, but I want to do what I want to do on Sunday!  Then who is 
really Lord?  What have you stolen from God?

5. If you are reserving for yourself what rightly belongs to God, not only have you stolen, but you 
have lied just like Achan!  Calling Him “Lord” while you are still being the boss over you!

6. Perhaps it is vengeance that belongs to God that you have taken?  Not given the love and priority 
that is His?  Not given the priority of time, service, obedience or your heart that is rightfully His?

D. Our response to God affects others.
1. In general they did what they were supposed to.  Joshua 6:24,  “Then they burned the whole 

city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and  



iron into the treasury of the LORD’S house.”  Got rid of what He said get rid of.  Reserved for 
God what He said reserve for Him,  except for one person who was ostensibly part of God’s 
people, but clung to what God said get rid of.  Achan took some things for himself.  His failure to 
get rid of what God warned him against brought trouble on himself, his loved ones, and the whole 
nation.

2. We are not just separate individuals.  No man is an island.  We are interconnected.  Your life and 
behavior touches and influences others.  Children.  Co-workers.  Friends.  Spouse. Congregation.

3. Joshua 7:12-13  ,  “That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn  
their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with  
you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 13 “Go, 
consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for  
this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O  
Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it.”

4. Our failure to do what God says can bring trouble on us,  now and in eternity.  It can bring trouble 
on our loved ones.  Now and in eternity.  It can bring trouble on large groups of God’s people.  It 
can infect whole congregations!

5. Joshua 7:15  ,  “He who is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along 
with all that belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done a  
disgraceful thing in Israel!’” We live under a NEW covenant!  Can you still violate this 
covenant?  YES!  Worse than violating the first since you despise the grace of Christ.  You crucify 
Christ all over again!

6. Part of key to problem is given in Joshua 7:21;  “When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe  
from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels,  
I coveted them and took them.”  I wanted things God said to stay away from and not touch. 
Things that belonged to Him.  I wanted them, so I took them!  Don’t we do this?!

7. Achan and all of his are destroyed!  Joshua 7:24,  “Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took  
Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his  
cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor.”  Perfectly 
good tent.  His donkey.  His cows and sheep.  His blankets.  His wife and children!  Destroyed!

8. On the other hand,  Rahab and all of hers were protected.  
9. Your family and friends and peers are connected to you, influenced by you.  Teach your loved 

ones to do everything God says. Lead them to safety and blessings, not to destruction.

So What?
Does this sound harsh?  Maybe it is, but it is true.  As Romans 11:22,  “Consider 

therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you,  
provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.”  There are 
things that God can not , will not put up with!  He wants to show kindness to you and to 
help you and to bless you.  But if you do not listen and do what He says, you will not get 
where He is trying to lead you.  You too will be lost and destroyed.  Treasure God’s 
grace and leading.  Take care to do what God says.

Closing Prayer:



Obtaining God’s Blessings
Joshua 6-7

Reading:  Psalm 47 Memory:  Psalm 47:9b
“…t_ k_ o_ t_ e_ b_ t_ G_; h_ i_ g_ e_.”

We need to carefully follow all God’s instructions.
Understand the source of our own failures.

I.       God tells His people what they need to do.  
A. God gives instructions to help His people. Joshua 6:2   James 1:22

B. God’s instructions are also for our benefit today.
1 John 5:3-5   Romans 8:31b-32   Isaiah 6:8-9

C. God is directing us to be victorious in life.

II.      Sometimes people don’t do what God tells them.  
A. People have reasons for not doing what God says. Joshua 7:1

B. Some things are to be destroyed. Joshua 6:18

C. Some things are to be reserved for God. Joshua 6:19   Joshua 7:11

C. Our response to God affects others.
Joshua 6:24   Joshua 7:12-13   Joshua 7:15   Joshua 7:21   Joshua 7:24

So What?     Romans 11:22
God wants to bless you.  Treasure God’s grace and leading.  Do what God says.


