
Keep on Keeping On
Book of Revelation - Scope

Objective:  Convince each to persevere in glorifying God in spite of discouragements, suffering and opposition.
Reading:  Revelation 1:3.
Memory:  Revelation 1:3.,  “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those  
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”
Introduction:
1. Why is it so hard to be a Christian?  Temptations in this world are very numerous.  Discouragements 

are even more so.
2. If not to fall away entirely, it is at least tempting for us to “slack off” or “meld” with the world.

We Must Hold On to Our Faith in God.  (WHY?)
The Book of Revelation is a revealing of certain truths to Christians by God, for the purpose 

of their encouragement.  The purpose of the Book is to strengthen the commitment of 
Christians so they will refuse to fall away from the Faith no matter what;  they will refuse to 
synchronize, bend or warp any Bible doctrines and will be ready to face anything, including 
death in order to maintain a pure and undefiled relationship to God through Jesus Christ.  This 
morning I want us to scan the entire book of Revelation and get an overview of some of these 
truths which ought to encourage  us to serve God ever more completely and faithfully.

One timeless truth that stands out for our personal encouragement to faithfulness is that…
I.       God knows what his people are going through.  
A. He knows our hearts and our deeds.

1. To the church at Ephesus;  Revelation 2:1-4,  “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:  
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks 
among the seven golden lamp stands: 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your 
perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those  
who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4 Yet 
I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”

2. To Thyatira,  Revelation 2:19,  “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and 
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 20 Nevertheless, I  
have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel…”

3. To Sardis,  Revelation 3:1,  “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but  
you are dead.”

4. To Philadelphia,  Revelation 3:8,  “I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open 
door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my 
word and have not denied my name.”

5. He may remove our “lamp” if our attitude / motive is wrong:
6. Ephesus has spotless doctrine, but no love.
7. Thyatira has love, but distorted doctrines.

B. He knows us as a congregation, and as individuals.
1. Revelation 2:24  ;  “Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira,…”
2. Revelation 3:4  ;  “Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  

They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.”
3. We stand together as a church.  We influence each other and move together as a church.  We 

are related and tied together by association and influence.  We are ONE Body in a sense.  
4. Yet we each are also personally accountable to God.  So, no matter what others are doing, you 

make sure you are doing right.  God knows!

C. He knows the problems His people face;
1. He knew their problems;

2. Revelation 2:9  ,  “I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich!”



3. Revelation 2:13  ;  “I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain 
true to my name.”  Living in the very center of Zeus worship.

4. He knows our problems too
5. Your health; aches and pains., Your house is crazy in the AM.  It’s hard with 6 kids at home.
6. Your discouragements.  An unbelieving spouse.  The pressure your peers, boss bring.
7. That you live in a corrupt culture.  Have to listen to atheistic teachers.

Don’t relax and let your guard down, however, Don’t underestimate the power and deceit of Evil, because  
another truth that stands out in the Book of Revelation is that
II.      Evil is very frightening and powerful.  
A. Images are designed to frighten us and put us on guard:

1. Revelation 13:1-3  ,  “And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven 
heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The 
beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that  
of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3  

One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound  
had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast.”

2. Revelation 13:11-13  ,  “Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns  
like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. 12 He exercised all the authority of the first  
beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast,  
whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 And he performed great and miraculous signs,  
even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men.”

3. Are these descriptive of real things or just symbolic?  They are at least painting a picture to warn 
us and stir our emotions.  Wake us up and make us to be alert and look to God for help.

B. We, as Christians can and should expect difficulties in this life:
1. This life is not hell.  But we are not in heaven yet either!
2. Satan will wage war on church.  Revelation 12:17,  “Then the dragon was enraged at the 

woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey  
God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.”

3. The conflicts and horrors painted as coming from other people,  the government,  problems 
stemming from the ability to buy bread,  stemming from deceptive philosophies, the 
opposition to our serving God … these are all real and should be expected.  Look and see 
them.

4. Satan even has the power to kill Christians; (physical, not eternal sense).  Revelation 13:15,  “He 
was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak 
and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.”

5. When such things come – will you stand firm and trust in Christ!!???

C. Some of the “difficulties” are self-imposed;
1. Revelation 13:18  ,  “This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the  

number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.”
2. The number of the “Beast” is man’s number.  Is this our own selves?!
3. Reference to lust, materialism, personal “wisdom”, selfishness, worldliness, humanism …?

4. James 1:14-15  ,  “…but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when  
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”

5. Are we our own worst enemy?  Does the evil lurk within?  Will you look to God for help in 
changing you, strengthening you so you don’t follow “man’s” evil ways and inclinations?

Don’t be discouraged by the power and strength of Evil, for you should know for certain, that in the End, 
III.     Evil will ultimately be defeated.  
A. Evil will seem to be victorious.

1. Revelation 20:7-9a  .  “When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his  
prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog 
and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the  



seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of  
God’s people, the city he loves.…”

2. You might feel like you are surrounded and overwhelmed.  “I can’t go on.”   “Whole world is 
corrupt.”

B. God will provide victory to the faithful!
1. Continue reading; Revelation 20:9b-10.,  “But fire came down from heaven and devoured 

them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur,  
where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day  
and night for ever and ever.”

2. May be at the last minute; just as you are about to be crushed, God will come through!
3. Remember, He knows your situation. Just like when Elisha was surrounded in 2 Kings 6, but 

when the servants eyes were opened, he could see that those with them we more than those 
against them.

4. Just like 2 Corinthians 4:8-9,  “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;  
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not  
destroyed.”

5. Now read Revelation 12:10-11,  “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come 
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his  
Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and  
night, has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death.”  Victory will come through:

6. The blood  of the Lamb (Christ).
7. The word of their testimony, and (they preached Jesus and committed to Him)
8. They did not love their life even to death. (They determined to stay faithful, even to death)

As a final motive for our encouragement to persevere, we are to realize that
IV.  Great reward awaits those who overcome.  
A. People will be judged according to their deeds.

1. Revelation 20:12-13  ,  “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave 
up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them,  
and each person was judged according to what he had done.”

2. People’s deeds will determine whether people “overcome” or not. “Overcome” means to not yield 
to sin;  It means to be faithful even unto death!  Do your deeds demonstrate that you are 
repentant of sins?  That you have chosen to belong to God?

3. Even though God works it and enables victory over sin, He also expects us to “overcome”.
4. Revelation 2:7  ,  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in  
the paradise of God.”

5. Revelation 2:11  ,  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.”

B. Descriptions of the reward;
1. Revelation 21:1-4  ,  “1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the  

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully  
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the  
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and  
God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their  
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of  
things has passed away.”

2. Revelation 21:7  ,  “He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be  
my son.”



3. Revelation 22:1-5  ,  “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great 
street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops  
of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of  
the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will  
be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will  
be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a  
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign  
for ever and ever.”

So What?
This Book starts out with  Revelation 1:3.,  “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy,  

and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”
Folks, there will be a lot of opposition to our attaining that reward.  Let’s resolve in our 

hearts right now to serve God wholeheartedly to the very end.

Closing Prayer:
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Reading:  Revelation 1:3. Memory:  Revelation 1:3
“B_ i_ t_ o_ w_ r_ t_ w_ o_ t_ p_, a_ b_ a_ t_ w_ h_ i_ a_ t_ t_ h_ 

w_ i_ w_ i_ i_, b_ t_ t_ i_ n_.”

We Must Hold On to Our Faith in God.
Truths to encourage us to serve God ever more completely and faithfully.

I.       God knows what his people are going through.  
A. He knows our hearts and our deeds.

Revelation 2:1-4    Revelation 2:19    Revelation 3:1    Revelation 3:8

B. He knows us as a congregation, and as individuals.
Revelation 2:24    Revelation 3:4

C. He knows the problems His people face;
Revelation 2:9    Revelation 2:13

II.      Evil is very frightening and powerful.  
A. Images are designed to frighten us and put us on guard:

Revelation 13:1-3    Revelation 13:11-13

B. We, as Christians can and should expect difficulties in this life:
Revelation 12:17    Revelation 13:15

C. Some of the “difficulties” are self-imposed;
Revelation 13:18    James 1:14-15

III.     Evil will ultimately be defeated.  
A. Evil will seem to be victorious.

Revelation 20:7-9a

B. God will provide victory to the faithful!
Revelation 20:9b-10    Revelation 12:10-11

IV.  Great reward awaits those who overcome.  
A. People will be judged according to their deeds.

Revelation 20:12-13    Revelation 2:7    Revelation 2:11

B. Descriptions of the reward;
Revelation 21:1-4    Revelation 21:7     Revelation 22:1-5

So What?
Resolve to serve God wholeheartedly to the very end.


