
Confidence in God’s Judgment
2 Peter 2:9

Objective:  Instill confidence that God can and will rescue the godly from the ungodly.
Reading:  2 Peter 2:1-10.
Memory:  2 Peter 2:9,  “…the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for  
the day of judgment…”
Introduction:
1. The world seems such a mess.  Not just the world, look at Christianity!  There are so many very 

different teachings out there!  There are even groups that profess Christianity, that don’t believe the 
deity of Christ or the resurrection!  They ordain to positions of religious leadership, people whom The 
Bible says, “you know they have no inheritance in the kingdom of God!”

2. It’s enough to shake someone’s faith!  Maybe there are Christians saying; “Where is God?  What is 
He thinking!  Why doesn’t He do anything?  Is God not able?  Not aware?  Has He forgotten?  Has 
He left?  Will He actually help us?  Can we depend on Him?”

3. Folks, this is all anticipated by God, and being handled by God.  Even when we can’t always see or 
understand His workings …

We need have confidence in the Judgment of God. (WHY?)
The situation just described is exactly what Peter is addressing in 2 Peter.  Religious error 

and opponents to Christianity seem to be winning and folks are wondering where God is.  They 
are thinking that God has been sleeping.  Or maybe not even there.  2 Peter 2:1-10 are written 
to reaffirm Christian’s confidence in the ability and judgment of God.  Here are reasons for 
confidence in God even when He seems to be inactive.

We can know with confidence that those who live unrighteous will endure the Judgment of God.
I.       The Certainty Of Punishment For The Unrighteous.  
A. Consider the historical plight of the unrighteous.

1. Even when it seems opponents are winning, be sure they will not escape punishment.  Speaking 
of those false prophets and teachers, Peter notes in 2 Peter 2:3,  “Their condemnation has 
long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.”

2. In our experiences, Teachers threaten punishment upon class, but can’t sort out who is guilty and 
who is not, so punishment does not come. Sometimes parents threaten punishment upon 
children and simply don’t follow through. Sometimes we sneak past the law and don’t get ticketed 
for not wearing seat belts or for speeding. We may come to expect that we will slip past God’s  
Judgment as well, but this will not happen. No one knows why Judgment has not already come 
upon the world.  No one knows WHEN it is coming, but you should have no doubts, you can 
maintain confidence that the truth of the matter is that it has NOT been neglected or forgotten – 
Judgment is inescapable.  It is certain and it is coming.  

3. Hebrews 9:27  ,  “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,…”
4. It is God’s decree and plan.  It has always been so.  Why do we pretend it won’t be for us?

B. The example of the angels.
1. I don’t know confidently which angels are being spoken of., but 

a. Fallen angels who rebelled with Satan and we expelled from heaven?
b. The “Sons of God” who intermarried with “daughters of men” in Genesis 6?
c. Some other group of which the Jews had tradition or knowledge?
d. Jude also speaks of them; Jude 6-8,  “6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of  

authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with  
everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  7 In a similar way, Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and  
perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal  
fire.  8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority  
and slander celestial beings.”

2. The point is:  if even angels are judged, what do men expect?  We cannot escape better than the 
angels!  Wisdom, ability, or status will not excuse anyone from being judged and punished.

3. What God has said He will do, He is able to do.  God’s Judgment takes place with certainty.



C. The example of Sodom.
1. Both entire cities were wiped out – except for Lot.  How long did their wicked ness continue?  What 

were people saying and thinking?
2. Their destruction was brewing and it came with certainty and completeness.
3. None escaped except the righteous.

D. The example from Noah’s time.
1. Consider Noah’s plight – 100 years building a boat in the desert? People ridiculing him.  Nobody 

listening to him.
2. What were people thinking?  Saying about God?
3. Are you willing to stand alone and endure in your righteousness?

E. What should people expect today?
1. Those around you. Those entangled in your own life. Their Judgment and punishment  is sure.
2. “AA” lady says, “It happened over a thousand times before, why do I expect it to be different the 

next time?”
3. They won’t escape by living closely amongst the righteous.  They won’t escape by virtue of their 

status.  Even as angels.
4. President will face it, bums will face it, religious officials will face it.  You will face it.
5. One can not hide or escape it.  Therefore, you should determine to be righteous!
6. Punishment is both present and future. 2 Peter 2:9;  “…if this is so, then the Lord knows how 

to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while  
continuing their punishment.”

a. Punishment;  they are facing life without God and His leading even now.
b. They are wandering in “darkness” even as we speak.
c. It shows in their lives.  Emotional traumas, losses.
d. They may have money and prestige, but do they have peace and contentment?

The other aspect of this all that is apparent in the examples given and which should serve to instill  
confidence in us and motivate us to continue in godliness in the face of all this opposition is…
II.      The Certainty Of Rescue Of The Righteous.  
A. God is able to sort it all out.

1. He is NOT confused by it all like we may be.  
2. He is able to separate and protect the righteous.
3. Luke 17:34-35  ,  “I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and  

the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other  
left.”

4. He sorted out Jericho and rescued Rahab!
5. He sorted out the culprit when Achan stole things in the attack of Jericho and defiled the whole 

nation.  He rescued the nation and punished Achan.
6. One righteous soul in all Sodom and Gomorrah!!??  God knew which and was able to rescue.
7. He can pick you out of 12,000 students and know when only you are living righteous.
8. It may often look like the ungodly are untouched and prospering, but God is still in charge.
9. Even if you have to attend university among those people, don’t be like them.  He knows which 

hearts are really his.  He sees how folks are behaving.
10. Even if you have to work among those people, don’t be like them!  Be like God!
11. If you are the only one among all your family, cousins and all, you be righteous and godly!

B. God is able to rescue godly men from trials.
1. 2 Peter 2:9  ;  “…if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to  

hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.”
2. To rescue “godly men” from temptations!  

a. Are you caught up with “friends “ who are leading you astray?
b. Do you have a situation at work requiring you to compromise your Christian principles?
c. A personal weakness you are foundering with?
d. God can help if you are really open to Him, trying to be “godly”.



3. To rescue “godly men” from false teachers.  With prayer and pure hearts, with help from the Holy 
Spirit, God can guide you away from deceitful lies and into truth.  He can give you strength to 
refute them and leave them.  2 Peter 2:2,  “Many will follow their shameful ways…”, but you 
don’t have to!

C. Sometimes the rescue is beyond this life.
1. and at times beyond our understanding.
2. Jesus was a “godly man”, yet died on the cross – but was rescued (resurrection)  The event 

accomplished glorious things nobody understood at the time.
3. Stephen was a “godly man”, yet was stoned to death.  Trust in his resurrection as well and that 

something special was accomplished such as convicting the hearts of Paul and others present.
4. James was put to death by the sword in Acts 12, while Peter was delivered from Herod by an 

angel.  Both were in God’s capable hands.  Both rescued in ultimate terms.
5. Are you ready and willing to trust God to take care of such things in His time and on His terms?

D. God is able to keep His promises.
1. To protect and rescue those who trust Him.
2. Romans 9:33  ,  “As it is written:  “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a  

rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”
3.  “In Christ”, we can have confidence in our deliverance.  2 Peter 3:13,  “But in keeping with his 

promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of  
righteousness.”

4. He can rescue you now in your present plight as well as in eternity

So What?
Oh, what a wicked and ungodly world we live in!  Don’t despair.  You can still be safe 

with God.  He can sort you out from among them.  Herein is your motivation to personal 
righteousness.  You can not govern how others behave, but you can govern your own 
life walk.  Live in a way that keeps you personally, holy and innocent before God.

Closing Prayer:



Confidence in God’s Judgment
2 Peter 2:9

Reading:  2 Peter 2:1-10. Memory:  2 Peter 2:9
“…t_ L_ k_ h_ t_ r_ g_ m_ f_ t_ a_ t_ h_ t_ u_ f_ t_ d_ o_ j_…”

We need have confidence in the Judgment of God.
Reasons for confidence in God even when He seems to be inactive.

I.       The Certainty Of Punishment For The Unrighteous.  
A. Consider the historical plight of the unrighteous. 2 Peter 2:3    Hebrews 9:27

B. The example of the angels.

C. The example of Sodom.

D. The example from Noah’s time.

E. What should people expect today? 2 Peter 2:9

II.      The Certainty Of Rescue Of The Righteous.  
A. God is able to sort it all out. Luke 17:34-35

B. God is able to rescue godly men from trials. 2 Peter 2:9    2 Peter 2:2

C. Sometimes the rescue is beyond this life.

D. God is able to keep His promises. Romans 9:33    2 Peter 3:13

So What?
Live in a way that keeps you personally, holy and innocent before God.


