
The Day Is Coming
2 Peter 3:8-18

Objective:  Inspire each to apply themselves to Christian steadfastness in preparedness for the Day.
Reading:  2 Peter 3:8-18.
Memory:  2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar;  
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”
Introduction:
1. Last January, driving and approached a police inspection stop with confidence.  Seat belt on, no cell 

phone, everything cool.  Surprised to find inspection sticker had expired three days ago.  Cost me 
$130 plus embarrassment.  

2. Have you ever been late or surprised by anything like that?  What is it that tends to sneak up and 
catch you by surprise?  I hope it is not eternal judgment.  We can get by with being caught unprepared 
for some things, but some things are so vitally important we must not allow ourselves to get caught 
unprepared.  Our eternal salvation is one of those things.  We must not go about our lives unprepared 
to face final and eternal judgment.

We should work diligently make sure we are found in Christ. (WHY?)
2 Peter 3:8-18 brings this point out very clearly and provides some good motivational 

reasons why we need to be diligent about being found at all times in Christ.
A first reason is because...
I.       The Day of the Lord will definitely come.  2 Peter 3:10,  “But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire,  
and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”
A. The “Day of the Lord” is your final judgment.

1. Here is where God gets His say.  Throughout Scripture this term refers to when God rises up and 
takes action.  Here the “good” are rescued.  Here the “bad” get their just desserts as well.

2. People get tired of waiting for it and get lax.  They tend to think it is not coming.  They get sloppy 
with their lives.  They try hard for a short time, and then revert back to their “natural” self.

3. Folks loose their anticipation of it now just as they had then;  2 Peter 3:3-7, “… in the last days 
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where  
is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has  
since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s  
word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By  
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word  
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment  
and destruction of ungodly men.”

4. What expectation do you see around you now even by those who profess Christianity?  Are they 
living in watchful anticipation?  Careful purity in readiness?  Or are they slack?  Will a lot of 
people get caught off guard and unprepared?

5. “Surely I can sin today and get ready for God next week?  Next year?  He won’t come in my  
lifetime!  I have plenty of time!”  (That’s what I thought about my car inspection last year!)

6. Well, God is not on the same timetable you want Him to be.  Don’t forget that with the Lord a day 
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.

7. God is being patient about it.  2 Peter 3:9,  “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but  
everyone to come to repentance.”  But, patience does have an end.

B. All that is here will be destroyed.
1. What are you working for?  Things that rust, rot and burn, or for eternal things that last?
2. Everything you can see and touch will be gone.  Cars, mountains, lakes, streams, meadows, 

forests, streets, Walmart, TV set, bank account, favorite hunting rifle, chop saw, even your 
sneakers and the stereo that you were fighting over last night.  (Well, you won’t have to worry 
about going to work)

3. Only things that are real will be left. Your soul.  What happens to it is up to you right now!

C. Those “in Christ” look forward to New Heavens and New Earth.



1. 2 Peter 3:13  ,  “But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and 
a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  (the “righteous” are those “in Christ”)

2. What a glorious hope and expectation!  Who really wants this “old” any way?

A second reason is because...
II.      There are many forces tempting us to fall.  
A. It is indeed possible to fall away!

1. Falling away is the point of 2 Peter 3:17, “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know 
this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men  
and fall from your secure position.”

2. Hebrews 6:4-6  ,  “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the  
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be 
brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God  
all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.”

3. Think of all the warnings Jesus made against false teaches that rob people of salvation,  Think of 
all the encouragements to hold to truth!

4. Some of the forces make be outside evil forces.  Some may be our own fleshly desires.  Here is 
another highly likely avenue that might lead you off course…

B. People will distort the Truth.
1. 2 Peter 3:16  , (speaking of the writings of the Apostle Paul) “He writes the same way in all his  

letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are  
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other  
Scriptures, to their own destruction.”

2. Some things are hard to understand!  Perhaps people with good intentions simply get things 
wrong.  They really don’t understand concepts of grace, repentance, authority, purity, 
baptism…

3. “Ignorant”, meaning uninstructed people get things wrong.  They don’t know the Bible.  They make 
assumptions.  Tell you what they feel, without really examining the teachings of God.

4. Some are “unstable”  that is , they are unable to stand on a truth when they do find it.
5. Perhaps they are emotionally led rather than truth led.
6. Ephesians 4:14  , “Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,  

and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.”

7. Bottom line is that folks will “distort” vitally important truths.  They will twist and torture the Word of 
God to make it say things it doesn’t say, so you be careful to examine things yourself, with 
diligence and honest integrity!  Seek to understand it simple and straightforward – like a child!

A third reason is because ...
III.     There is something we can do!  
A. Be on guard.

1. Against false teachings.  Against personal temptations. Against forces of evil at work.
2. Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil. Wash your hands of anything that even looks evil, and 

purify your hearts,
3. Question everything.  Question what the preacher says.  Question your own preconceived notions, 

assumptions and ideas. Compare everything to what you learn in Scripture.
4. Fortify yourself in this by intentionally coming to Bible classes and asking questions.

C. Grow in grace and knowledge.
1. 2 Peter 3:18  ,  “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
2. Don’t be satisfied with where you are.  Fortify yourself.  Get stronger so you don’t fall or get swept 

away by error or evil.
3. Grace refers to gifts and blessings from God.  Use them so you don’t loose them.  Practice 

serving as Jesus would serve.  Practice Christ-like-ness.  Practice love, mercy, faithfulness.



4. Knowledge refers to not only Bible book knowledge, but comprehension of God’s ways and God’s 
dependability.  Experience the workings of God so you will “know” it in your heart.  Imitate Him 
so you will intuitively do what Jesus would do in any circumstance.

5. Emphasis on diligence and effort in 2 Peter 3:14 on “So then, dear friends, since you are 
looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace  
with him.”

6. Read 2 Peter 1:3-10.,  “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption  
in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to  
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control;  
and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities 
in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in  
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is 
nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.  
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.  
For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

7. We have everything through knowledge of Christ.
8. To insure eternal security, these Christ-like qualities must be increasing.  (verse 8)

9. Constant growing is the insurance against getting caught unprepared for the Day of the Lord.

So What?
What will you be doing when the “Day of the Lord” suddenly arrives?  Will you be 

sleeping?  Will you be in the midst of some deceit, some shameful un-Christ-like thing? 
Will you be working to honor Him?  Will You be feeding His children with spiritual 
things?  Will you be about what He wants you to be about?  Will you be pleased to see 
the Master?

You know your day of judgment is coming!  You know forces are at work to draw you 
away from what you ought to be.  Apply yourself.  Be diligent to be found spotless and 
blameless and honoring Him when the Day comes.

Closing Prayer:



The Day Is Coming
2 Peter 3:8-18

Reading:  2 Peter 3:8-18. Memory:  2 Peter 3:10

“B_ t_ d_ o_ t_ L_ w_ c_ l_ a t_. T_ h_ w_ d_ w_ a r_; 
t_ e_ w_ b_ d_ b_ f_, a_  t_ e_ a_ e_ i_ i_ w_ b_ l_ b_.”

We should work diligently make sure we are found “in Christ”.
Why we need to be diligent about being found at all times in Christ.

I.       The Day of the Lord will definitely come.  2 Peter 3:10
A. The “Day of the Lord” is your final judgment. 2 Peter 3:3-7    2 Peter 3:9

B. All that is here will be destroyed.

C. Those “in Christ” look forward to New Heavens and New Earth. 2 Peter 3:13

II.      There are many forces tempting us to fall.  
A. It is indeed possible to fall away! 2 Peter 3:17    Hebrews 6:4-6

B. People will distort the Truth. 2 Peter 3:16    Ephesians 4:14

III.     There is something we can do!  
A. Be on guard.

C. Grow in grace and knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18    2 Peter 3:14    2 Peter 1:3-10

So What?
Be diligent to be found spotless, blameless and honoring Him when the Day comes.
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