
The Thief On the Cross
Luke 23:39-43

Objective:  Move people to entrust their souls to Christ.
Reading:  Luke 23:39-43.
Memory:  Luke 23:43,  “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Introduction:
1. What does it take to move you to action? To motivate you to do something that you already know you 

probably should do but haven’t yet?  Is it a scene of tragedy?  Here we have one.
2. What will it take to get you to place yourself in Christ’s care?  Is it confidence in their ability? 

Confidence in their integrity, trustworthiness?  In their willingness?
3. Whatever may be holding you back, I want to assert that there is a real need, and that now is the time 

and to entrust your life and soul to Christ, Jesus.

We ought to entrust our souls to Jesus.  (WHY?)
As we see Jesus in Luke 23 responding to those around Him as He hangs tortured and 

suffering on the cross, we ought to be amazed and encourage by some concepts that should 
move us to commit our souls to Christ’s gracious care.
For one thing, in His response to the people around Him, we ought to be able to
I.       See The Very Heart Of Jesus.  
A. One’s real nature shows when the pressure is on.

1. I am generally irritable when I am in pain, and it generally shows.  A bear with sore tooth.
2. If I am going to loose patience, it’s when I’m exhausted and weak and stressed.  Like Christ is.
3. It is easy to put on airs and “act” a certain way when everything is comfortable.  You can be 

Christian when in church.  You can be generous when you have a lot.  You can be nice when 
everyone is being nice. But how do you act when things are rough?

4. Are you compassionate and helpful when you are falsely accused?
5. Are you compassionate and forgiving when people are sneering and insulting?  When you are in 

pain and being humiliated?
6. What nature do we see in Jesus?

a. Concerned more for the people than for Himself.  Luke 23:28-29,  “Jesus turned and said to them, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the  
time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and  
the breasts that never nursed!’

b. Patient and tolerant,  even forgiving those crucifying him;  Luke 23:34,  “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.”

c. Patient and tolerant and available even to one who had been abusive moments before ;  Luke 23:43,  “…
today you will be with me in paradise.”

7. When the going is really tough, that’s when your true nature comes out!  When the going was 
toughest, Jesus said, of those torturing him and reached out to welcome, forgive and save one 
who had just now been insulting him

8. Some of us might be able to forgive and welcome - after we had cooled down a bit, a day or week 
later!  Even in torture, Jesus was loving and serving.  That’s the heart to entrust your soul to.

B. Jesus is not wanting anyone to be lost.
1. Jesus came to seek and save and that is what he is about.  Luke 19:10,  “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save what was lost.”
2. He never lost His focus.  He knew what He was about , and held the course all the way through. 

That sort of integrity and faithfulness is also something to commit your soul to.
3. He never lost sight of His purpose to the very end.  He was about this same business wherever 

and whenever He might encounter such a lost soul seeking help and redemption – even while 
suffering on the cross!  

4. It helps, to notice that I am one of those He came to seek and save!  I am who He came for.

But, its not only the loving, compassionate heart that we can see that inspires such confidence in Him as  
our savior, but here we also 



II.      See The Authority Of Jesus.  
A. What does religion require of the criminal for forgiveness?

1. There was a great deal the thief was required to do under Mosaic Law to be forgiven.
2. A sacrifice was to be made for his sins; attempts at remuneration were to be made.  
3. Leviticus 6:2-7  ,  “If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the LORD by deceiving his neighbor  

about something entrusted to him or left in his care or stolen, or if he cheats him, 3 or if he 
finds lost property and lies about it, or if he swears falsely, or if he commits any such sin  
that people may do—4 when he thus sins and becomes guilty, he must return what he has  
stolen or taken by extortion, or what was entrusted to him, or the lost property he found, 5  

or whatever it was he swore falsely about. He must make restitution in full, add a fifth of the  
value to it and give it all to the owner on the day he presents his guilt offering. 6 And as a 
penalty he must bring to the priest, that is, to the LORD, his guilt offering, a ram from the  
flock, one without defect and of the proper value. 7 In this way the priest will make 
atonement for him before the LORD, and he will be forgiven for any of these things he did  
that made him guilty.”

4. Jesus over-rode all restrictions and expectations.  He is the King.  He has authority to override the 
law.  Evidently He was satisfied that the requirements/intent of the law had been met.  He has the 
authority to save, to forgive, to give life.  He is the king.

5. None of us is in position to assume or presume when He might do this, but He can when He sees 
fit.  He has that power, that authority!

B. The Criminal didn’t have opportunity to actually do anything.
1. He had no time to visit a priest or to make repayment to those he robbed.
2. He had no chance to make any restitution whatever for his crimes.
3. He had no time to receive absolution from the priests.
4. No chance to grow spiritually.
5. No chance to grow in sanctification, perfection or purity.  Christ covered that all!
6. No opportunity to be “transformed”, to put off the old man and put on the new, to develop new and 

Christ-like habits or lifestyle.
7. No opportunity to be tested and tried and to grow in grace and knowledge or to demonstrate a 

living and active faith. 
8. Jesus simply responded to the man’s change of heart and rescued him.  He can do that!

C. Christ has all authority.
1. Christ has all power in heaven and on earth.  Matthew 28:18,  “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.”
2. Christ is absolutely supreme.  Colossians 1:15-18,  “15 He is the image of the invisible God, the  

firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things  
were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold  
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”

3. Power = authority = freedom.  Same word.  We thing Jesus is limited in who He can save.  We 
think He is bound by our understandings of our side of the contract or covenant, but Jesus has the 
freedom to rescue anyone he wants whenever He sees fit. 

4. Christ has all say-so; to grant forgiveness to whomever He chooses.  He is Lord!  That is reason to 
hold great confidence in Him and to submit your soul to His eternal power and loving care.

One other thing, as we see Jesus rescuing the soul of this dying criminal, we ought each to 
III.     See Our Own Opportunity.  
A. It is not too late for anyone to be saved.

1. This was truly a last minute conversion.  This man was arrogant, and antagonistic sinner right up to 
the last minute.

a. Matthew 27:44  ,  “In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on  
him.”

b. Mark 15:32  ,  “Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.”



2. Sinful bravado.  While hanging on the cross, after having been crucified, he is still “sneering” at 
Jesus, mocking Christ like everybody else!  Right up to the last minute.  Then he had a genuine 
change of heart.  Something changed in him!  He recognized his own sin and admitted it.  He had 
“godly sorrow” instead of just “worldly sorrow” over his crimes.

3. He had a legitimate “fear” of God.  He recognized the call of justice.  He recognized the innocence 
of Christ.  He recognized the Kingship of Christ and He made an appeal to Jesus for help.

4. He was humble in the face of Judgment.  In the last minutes, he was what Scripture refers to as 
“poor in spirit”;  humble and recognizing his need for help.

B. There is still time for you also.
1. Christ can save someone even if they haven’t obeyed anything as far as deeds and actions.  Either 

out of ignorance or out of lack of opportunity.  Even if they haven’t done things like proving faithful, 
learning to love, changing away from bad habits, or obedience to physical commands.

2. He has that option to look into their hearts and save them.  BUT we don’t!
3. We do not have the option to choose to not obey.  We do not have the option to not make the 

changes He directs us to in the Scriptures.  We do not have the option to fail to grow in grace and 
knowledge or spiritual maturity.  

4. If we really have a humble, contrite heart, a “heart change” that Christ will grant forgiveness to,  we 
do not have the option of disobeying or neglecting to obey.  Christ has the power and authority to 
over-ride His stipulations, but we do not.

5. Consider some of the clear teachings of Jesus, that pertain to each of us;
a. John 3:3  ,  “…no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”
b. Luke 14:27  ,  “… anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”
c. Luke 18:17  ,  “…anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter  

it.”
6. Because the thief had a humble receptive heart that Jesus saw fit to save, we can be sure he 

would have been doing whatever necessary to make these sorts of changes to follow Christ. 
7. Jesus knows the opportunity you have.  If you have the heart He seeks to rescue, you will have the 

obedience of faith and be humbly seeking to comply with all His instructions.

So What?
The thief on the cross next to Jesus had no chance to actually make the changes 

that would be manifested by a humble receptive heart, but you do.  
Do you have 10 years?  1 year?  10 minutes?  I don’t know, but you have the 

opportunity right now, and now is the time to make that commitment to submit yourself 
to the loving and capable power of Christ.

Closing Prayer:



The Thief On the Cross
Luke 23:39-43

Reading:  Luke 23:39-43. Memory:  Luke 23:43
“I t_ y_ t_ t_, t_ y_ w_ b_ w_ m_ i_ p_.”

We ought to entrust our souls to Jesus.
Some concepts that should move us to commit our souls to Christ’s gracious care.

I.       See The Very Heart Of Jesus.  
A. One’s real nature shows when the pressure is on.

Luke 23:28-29    Luke 23:34    Luke 23:43

B. Jesus is not wanting anyone to be lost. Luke 19:10

II.      See The Authority Of Jesus.  
A. What does religion require of the criminal for forgiveness? Leviticus 6:2-7

B. The Criminal didn’t have opportunity to actually do anything.

C. Christ has all authority. Matthew 28:18    Colossians 1:15-18

III.     See Our Own Opportunity.  
A. It is not too late for anyone to be saved. Matthew 27:44    Mark 15:32

B. There is still time for you also.

So What?
Now is the time to make that commitment to Christ.


