
Confident Hope
Isaiah 40:27-31

Objective:  Encourage the saints to patiently endure trials.
Reading:  Habakkuk 3:16-19.
Memory:  Isaiah 40:31,  “… t_ w_ h_ i_ t_ L_ w_ r_ t_ s_. T_ w_ s_ o_ w_ l_ e_…”
Introduction:
1. Many of the individuals in this congregation are going through intense struggles right now.  Many of 

these ore health related.  Some of them are emotional dilemmas.  They all relate to spirituality and 
our faith in God in Christ in some way.

2. Will you continue to like faithfully to God in the face of severe trials and dilemmas, or will you “forget” 
God (just for a short time perhaps) and do things your own way?  Sort of relegating “God” and 
“church” to a nicety to be a part of your life when things are good and “faith” is comfortable and 
convenient?

3. When we face distress in this life, …

We need to “wait” in confident hope upon the Lord. (WHY?)
In Isaiah 40:27-31, Israel is facing difficulties and they are told to “wait” on the Lord.  (Some 

translations have “hope”.  Concept is the same;  to “hang on”, faithfully and obediently, with 
confident expectation of being rescued.  Israel (Jacob) is in exile and they are complaining and 
wondering why God doesn’t do something to help them.  Read with me Isaiah 40:27-31.  

I want to point out four truths that should serve to encourage each of us to “hang on” and 
wait with confident hope for God to work in our lives and do something in our struggles.
The Israelites complain that God must not know their situation, but He is the one who put them there.  And  
for a reason.  He even told them He was going to allow this to happen and told them for how long!  They  
ought to know and understand by now that God is fully aware of their situation.  We, too, should know  
that.
I.       God Is Fully Aware Of Our Situations.  
A. We should know that God knows.

1. He has it all planned out and all under control.
2. Do you say, “My way is hidden from the LORD;  my cause is disregarded by my God”?  (Vs. 27b)
3. All through Bible, He knows it before it happens.  He is NEVER surprised.
4. You can’t sneak up on Him, jump out and scare Him, or surprise Him.

B. God knows all things.  Read verses 21-26)
1. God definitely knows what is going on in your life.  Luke 12:7,  tells us that the very hairs on your 

head are numbered.
2. He knows who is an enemy and who is a friend.  He also knows your particular and personal 

struggles.  Your feelings.  Limits.  Grief.  Loneliness.  frustration,  Anxiety.  Dilemmas.  How 
much $ in pocket as well as bills to be paid.

3. He even knows your heart – inmost thoughts.  When you’re honestly trying or “hedging”.

So, each of us can rest, fully confident that God knows what we personally are going through.  But, is God  
able to do anything about it?  You know that He is!!  So,  take encouragement in the knowledge that 
II.      God Is Fully Capable.  
A. People grow weary.

1. Our strength is limited.  Our patience is limited.  Our ability to endure has a limit.
2. We quit.  We falter.  We fail.  We look for short cuts, the “easy way out”.
3. Even valiant young athletes sometimes don’t have the strength left for last mile, last tackle, etc.
4. We   are the ones who try to find a way out or around obstacles and problems, who loose patience.

B. It is People  that fail.
1. Napoleon fell.  Alexander the Great.  Babylon is no more.  The Incas disappeared.
2. Your friends, parents, preacher, teacher. Whoever is your human hero will disappoint sometime… 

They will make mistakes.  Be left without an answer.  Not be there when you need them.



C. God does not grow weary.
1. Nothing is ever too much for Him.  He created everything.  In 6 days!  Simply spoke it into 

existence.  Consider the power!  He put every star in place.  We can’t get there in 100 years 
traveling at the speed of light, but He holds it in the palm of His hand.

2. He has been keeping the whole cosmos functioning for thousands of years;  and is not tired.
3. He doesn’t go to sleep,  Doesn’t go on vacation, Doesn’t get bored, distracted or forget.  Doesn’t 

come down with the flu and get laid-up for a month.
4. He is the everlasting God.  Has no beginning or end.  NO LIMITS!
5. As fresh and powerful as ever!  As alert and attentive.  As aware and awake as ever!
6. He knows your struggles and He can handle them.

So where is He?  Why has He not yet done what I want Him to do?  Because it’s His plan, NOT mine.  
Someone once said that the first premise of religion is to realize that He is God.  The second is to realize  
that we are not.  He is in charge, not me or you.  We don’t know what is going on.  He does.  Take  
courage to hold on, persevere faithful and true in expectant hope to see God work , because…
III.     God Knows What He Is Doing; What His Plan Is.  
A. We do not have His understanding.

1. Isaiah 40 :12-14  ,  “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the  
breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a  
basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?  13 Who has 
understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor?  14 Whom did the 
LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way?  Who was it that  
taught him knowledge or showed him the path of understanding?”

2. Isaiah 40 :21b    “…his understanding no one can fathom…”  
3. Like 3 year old trying to figure out what you are doing with your taxes.
4. Presidents and kings have their “cabinets” of counselors to advise them.  God doesn’t need them. 

Who would He appoint?  He doesn’t need my wisdom to govern the universe.  Or yours.
5. There is a problem when we expect God to do things our way and in our time schedule.  We are 

asserting ourselves as lord, usurping His place.  Frankly, that is wrong and it is sin.

B. Our idea of what is right and needed may differ from His.
1. READ   Habakkuk’s dilemma in Habakkuk 1:2-6.  Doesn’t fit Habakkuk’s ideas.
2. Acts 1:6-7  ;  “So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going  

to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea  
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”    Each has assigned role, no need to know all 
the plan.

3. Like child helping Dad fix car.  “Turn it over one more time.”  Child doesn’t know why.
4. Like helping Mom with cake.  “Separate two egg whites.”  YUCK!  Child doesn’t know why.
5. Mark 13:32-33  .  “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor  

the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert?! You do not know when that time 
will come.”  Some things we are not supposed to know yet.

6. Everything will happen according to God’s plan and in His time.  He will take care of those who 
wait for Him in confident hope.

C. We simply do not see what God sees or know what God knows.
1. Like child looking at bottom of cross-stitch.
2. People thought His death on the cross was disaster when it was victory!  We would have told Him 

not to do it!  And it is the greatest event, greatest victory in all history of man-kind!
3. Is He working in other people’s lives as they watch you be faithful?
4. Who is God touching as you continue to serve and honor Him as you refuse to sin?
5. Do others notice that you sacrifice your personal wants to be in church on behalf of others?  That 

you refuse to do anything contrary to God’s word?
6. It’s impossible for us to know or to measure what God can do or what He has in mind.



7. The greatest and wisest nations on earth, “superpowers”, are like fine dust in His hand – barely 
noticeable.  They are not a problem to Him.  The biggest problem you or this nation has ever faced 
is not even a worry or a threat to Him.  He knows what to do!

Finally, we ought to all take encouragement from the knowledge, that in due time …
IV.  God Will Strengthen Those Who Wait For Him.  Isaiah 40:31,  “…but those 
who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;  they will run  
and not grow weary,  they will walk and not be faint.”
A. Consider the example of some who failed to “wait”:

1. Those who collected manna on The Sabbath?  It didn’t work.
2. Every time Israel made military alliances for safety without first consulting the Lord.  Didn’t work.
3. How about King Saul in 1 Samuel 13:13-14.  Saul tired of waiting for Samuel to offer sacrifice.  He 

took matters into his own hands and the kingship was taken from him.
4. Will you wait, or take matters into your own hands?  Next time someone says, “We need to be 

doing something, quick!”  Tell them,   “I am.  I am firmly and resolutely waiting on the Lord.” 
5. His time, His Strength.  Whenever He thinks it right.  On His schedule, it will happen.

B. Consider the example of some who did wait faithfully:
1. Joseph.  waited 2-4 years in prison.  God exulted him to be over all Egypt 2nd only to Pharaoh.
2. Abraham “waited” 35 years.  God fulfilled His promise of a son.
3. Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-10.  Sounds like our / your situation.  Paul knows God is working in it all!
4. “Time” belongs to God. Captives in Egypt “waited” 400 years. How long will YOU wait.????
5. Galatians 6:9  ,  “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest  

if we do not give up.”

So What?
Romans 10:11 says, “…Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  Folks, God is 

in full control.  God is alive, active, aware, and capable. He cares.  Place your trust in Him and 
WAIT!  Your life might be a real Cliffhanger!  But at very last minute, God will be there!

Our place is NOT to complain.  Our place is NOT to be telling God what He should do or 
when.  Our role is to wait in confident expectation of God.  1 Corinthians 15:58, summarizes our 
duty and the mindset we should have;   “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing  
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor  
in the Lord is not in vain.”

Resolve to wait in confident expectation for God’s plan and God’s sense of justice.

Closing Prayer:



Confident Hope
Isaiah 40:27-31

Reading:  Habakkuk 3:16-19. Memory:  Isaiah 40:31
“… t_ w_ h_ i_ t_ L_ w_ r_ t_ s_. T_ w_ s_ o_ w_ l_ e_…”

We need to “wait” in confident hope upon the Lord.
Four truths to encourage us to wait with confident hope for God to work in our lives.

I.       God Is Fully Aware Of Our Situations.  
A. We should know that God knows.

B. God knows all things. Isaiah 40:21-26

II.      God Is Fully Capable.  
A. People grow weary.

B. It is People  that fail.

C. God does not grow weary.

III.     God Knows What He Is Doing; What His Plan Is.  
A. We do not have His understanding. Isaiah 40 :12-14      Isaiah 40 :21b  

B. Our idea of what is right and needed may differ from His.
Habakkuk 1:2-6      Acts 1:6-7      Mark 13:32-33

C. We simply do not see what God sees or know what God knows.

IV.  God Will Strengthen Those Who Wait For Him.  Isaiah 40:31
A. Consider the example of some who failed to “wait”:

B. Consider the example of some who did wait faithfully:
2 Corinthians 4:8-10      Galatians 6:9

So What? Romans 10:11      1 Corinthians 15:58
Resolve to wait in confident expectation for God’s plan and God’s sense of justice.


