Maintaining Our Faith
Hebrews 10:19-27

Objective: Encourage each to work at keeping their faith.

Reading: Hebrews 10:19-27.

Memory: Hebrews 10:24; “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”

Introduction:

1. Do you ever find yourself drifting into bad habits? Getting lax or sloppy with your spirituality and
Christian devotion?

2. Are you as enthusiastic about your Christian walk, Christian participation, Christian devotion as you
used to be or as you know you should be?

3. Do the cares and worries of life build up on you and distract you from what ought to be your first love?

4. These distractive forces are always at work, but we know that “...since we have confidence to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God”,
that we ought to “hold unswervingly to the hope we profess...”. That

We need to maintain a faithful Christian walk. (HOW?)

But how do we accomplish this? In the face of all the discouragements, all the
hassles of life, all the distractions and opposition, how do we maintain such a faithful
Christian walk? How do we hold so “...unswervingly to the hope we profess...?’

In this section of Scripture, Christians are very discouraged and depressed and
oppressed. In divinely inspired counsel, the author gives them some very important
(God’s) advice to assist Christians in holding on to the integrity of their Christian faith.

To avoid falling away or having others fall away, it is important that Christians

. All Work Together. Verse 24, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.”
A. Be there to spur one another on.
1. Share ideas, share enthusiasm, talk together about it. Work together on it.
2. Folks need to be involved somehow. If they are not doing anything, they feel outside the effort
and alone. And they are. Get them doing something! Repairs, cleaning, visits, studies, service.
3. All alone we tend to stagnate. We need to think about one another. They are part of the body of
Christ and need to know they are valued as such.

a. lIs (names) discouraged? Maybe we can visit, take them with me.
4. How can | motivate that person? What are their strengths, weaknesses, talents? Help them find
their niche / gift.

B. Our interaction needs to be a positive motivation.
1. “You are needed.” “We love you.” “This effort is good.”
2. Folks should feel the affirmation. Fellowship time should be attracting not a punishment.
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C. Much encouragement and strength comes from working together on projects.

1. Think how discouraging it is to struggle alone when things don’t work out.

2. What can we accomplish together? Ask those who worked on projects together.. and
experienced the camaraderie, the team-man-ship, the cooperation of the body of Christ and the
power of God at work.

3. YES! we can do it (by power of God!) Can you see God working in this? YES!

4. Encouragement also comes from seeing others faith and their succeeding in the face of their
struggles.

a. 1 Peter5:8-9, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout

the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” And winning! You can too!
b. We gain strength from seeing what one another can do in Christ. Can’t have that alone.

We need each other!! And for mutual strength and encouragement, it is God’s intention that Christians



Il._Not Get In Habit Of Missing The Assembly. Verse 25, “Let us not give up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.”
A. Thinking of spiritual welfare of others is a chief function of Worship Service.
1. Folks are not really considering others if they are not coming together with them.
2. All “meeting together” is important for such encouragement. Home Bible studies, Mid-week
studies, Sunday evening discussion and Dessert. MESS, LIFT. And other spiritual get-togethers.
But the primary one is Sunday morning when God’s people assemble by God’s instructions, as
the corporate Body of Christ, to commune with each other and to worship Him.
a. To assemble elsewhere and miss “church” is like watching football all year but not being
interested in the Superbowl!

B. Why were those people neglecting to meet together?
1. Did they fail to realize the importance of assembling?
2. Were they afraid of outside pressures and peer pressures?
Were they relying on self too much? Did they think they could make it alone? Did they think they
could worship in isolation from the very body of Christ??
Was it a lack of faith? Of commitment? Was God not real enough for them?
Was their heart not really set on serving God?
Were they wondering whether Christ was worth the effort and struggle?

eglect of meeting together generally leads to utter desertion of the faith.

You are missing vital links with the Body or Christ. You are missing interactions that God has
intended to encourage, strengthen and mature Christians!

2. You get weaker and weaker. You get less and less excited and motivated. Your faith withers.

3. Are you getting Ho - Hum about Christ? Salvation? Are you beginning to form a habit of
neglecting to assemble? Then you need to be in the assembly that God has prescribed by which
Christians are to encourage one another!

4. It might be hard to get the kids dressed and out on Sunday morning. It might be a bother to travel.

But it is well worth the effort to keep your faith and that of your family vibrant and strong.
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The habit of assembling is so very important because the DAY is drawing near and
lll. Treasure The Sacrifice Christ Has Made.

A. If we drift away from faithfulness, there is not sacrifice.

1. Hebrews 10:26-27, “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of
judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.”

2. | doesn’t count. Doesn’t apply if you are not genuinely trying to be faithful

3. If you deliberately continue any sinful behavior, you are not “in” Christ!

4. The “DAY” mentioned in verse 25 is Judgment Day. Can you imagine standing before Almighty
God, accounting for your life, without the blood of Christ to cover you and wash away your sins?!

B. How will you stand when your Judgment Day arrives?

1. Have you ever lied. Acted vengefully. Have you ever lusted over “dirty” pictures? Probably can
identify may sins in your life if you are honest. You only need one to require Christ’'s Sacrifice.

2. When you were first baptized, think of what great intentions you had. What sinful habits are you
now allowing yourself to slip back in to? Will you have slipped back into illicit sexual relations?
Course and vulgar language? Drunkenness? Bad ways of thinking about people?

3. If you hang around those with sinful attitudes, you generally begin to develop sinful attitudes. To
keep a Christian attitude and spirit, it is important to be around those who encourage and
strengthen you in it.

4. When the DAY arrives, make sure you have confidence “...to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, % by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is,
his body. Make sure that you can “...draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our
bodies washed with pure water.”



C. ltis desperately fearful to disregard the Sacrifice of Christ.

1. Hebrews 10:29., “How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished
who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the
blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?”

2.  Will you be more guilty than ever? Guilty of despising Christ? Of “trampling” Him under foot?

So What?
Colossians 1:21-23, “?’ Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds
because of your evil behavior. ? But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—?= if you
continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. ....
How will you continue in that faith, established and firm? How are you really doing
in your Christian walk? When the Judgment Day surprises you, will you be able to have
confidence in the blood of Christ? Will you be found “in Christ” and covered by His
sacrifice? Or will you be found having gone astray? We need to each be a part of the
body life in order to stand; to not neglect assembling together, and to treasure the
sacrifice given for us.
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Closing Prayer:



Maintaining Our Faith
Hebrews 10:19-27

Reading: Hebrews 6:19-27. Memory: Hebrews 6:24

We need to maintain a faithful Christian walk.
God’s advice to assist Christians in holding on to the integrity of their Christian faith.

All Work Together. Hebrews 10:24
A. Be there to spur one another on.

B. Our interaction needs to be a positive motivation.

C. Much encouragement and strength comes from working together. 1 Peter 5:8-9

Il._Not Get In Habit Of Missing The Assembly. Hebrews 10:25
A. Thinking of spiritual welfare of others is a chief function of Worship Service.

B. Why were those people neglecting to meet together?

C. Neglect of meeting together generally leads to utter desertion of the faith.

lll. Treasure The Sacrifice Christ Has Made.
A. If we drift away from faithfulness, there is not sacrifice. Hebrews 10:26-27

B. How will you stand when your Judgment Day arrives?

C. ltis desperately fearful to disregard the Sacrifice of Christ. Hebrews 10:29

So What? Colossians 1:21-23
We need to each be a part of the body life in order to stand; to not neglect
assembling together, and to treasure the sacrifice given for us.



