
Legitimate Expectations
1 Timothy 4:15-16

Objective:  Help Christians know what is expected of them as workers in the kingdom.
Reading:  1 Timothy 4:10-16.
Memory:  1 Timothy 4:15,  “Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may 
see your progress.”
Introduction:
1. Imagine that you are young, just starting out, and that you have just joined a great new company. 

You have committed to them and fully intend to be what they call a “company man”!
2. As you begin your service to them, you begin to wonder;  what is it they want me to do?  Do we have 

a corporate guide book?  What sorts of things am I expected to know?  What quality of work is 
expected of me?  And, I am I going to get paid?  I wonder how much?

3. Such would be ludicrous of course, but the point I am making is that as we ought to know what is 
expected on any job, so …

We need to know what is expected as we serve God. (WHAT?)
We need to know what is expected of those who would serve God in His church.  In 1 

Timothy 4:15-16, Paul tells Timothy what is expected of him as he strives to minister to the 
church in Ephesus.  We are not all are in Timothy’s same full capacity, but at the same time, we 
are all ministers to some souls, and these things do relate to us in that way.  As we all serve in 
the church of the Living God, here is what is expected as we each minister in our own way.
No one looks for or approves of a slothful, neglectful servant or worker.  If you were honestly working for  
an earthly boss, they would expect a good days work for a good days pay, and you would try to give it to  
them.  Same applies to our Heavenly Boss.  In your service to Him,  
I.       Diligent Effort Is Expected.    1 Timothy 4:15,  “Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly  
to them, ….”
A. A good servant applies some serious effort.

1. Luke 13:24  ,  “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you,  
will try to enter and will not be able to.”  Make sure you are one that enters!      Αγονιζω.

2. Learning and growing to lead others is not a sideline for Christians.  We are not all are academics 
or scholars, and each applies themselves in their own way, but devotion to learning about God 
and growing in His likeness is not to be given a back seat.  It is a priority!  This involves some 
time and effort and concentration.  Necessitates and intentional working at it!

3. Exhibited by Paul;  Philippians 3:12-14,  “…but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:  
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

4. This is our service to God.  We have been entrusted with something by Almighty God.  How do 
you deal with something that God has “entrusted” to your care?  

5. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2  ,  “1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those  
entrusted with the secret things of God. 2 Now it is required that those who have been 
given a trust must prove faithful.”

6. 2 Timothy 1:13-14  ,  “13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with  
faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”

7. 1 Timothy 6:20-21  ,  “20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from 
godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some 
have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.”

8. Jude 1:3  ,  “I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all  
entrusted to the saints.”

B. In the instructions we give.
1. 1 Timothy 4:11  ;  “Command and teach these things.”

a. What “things”?  Truth.  What to expect in future.  That Spirit warns against some falling away 
and we should be careful to not follow them.



b. The care we take to know the truth of God’s Word.
2. Not just verbal, but by living example as well;  1 Timothy 4:12,  “…set an example for the 

believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”
3. These things are all so very vital, we should never be satisfied to just “get-by” or to nearly live up 

to the example of others.  We should desire to excel in our speech, in our life example, in our 
love, in our faithfulness, and in the purity of our lives and thoughts.

C. In our reading of Scripture.
1. 1 Timothy 4:13  ;  “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to  

preaching and to teaching.”  (“Public” is not in original, though it is probably inferred.)
2. Here’s how any of us knows what instructions to give those we may lead or influence.
3. We can read Scripture to ourselves so we can know it and share it.  We can read it to others.
4. Doesn’t have to be 20 chapters / day, but diligent effort applied to small portions.  Absorb it 

somehow so we can “preach” it to our children and friends; not offensively, but in encouraging, 
helpful , coaching ways.  Understand it so we can teach help others understand how it applies.

5. This is God’s Word we are talking about – It is a precious gift.  It is living and active.  It is life giving 
and transforming.  We should be diligent in our appreciation and use of such a gift.

D. In the use of our gifts.
1. 1 Timothy 4:14  ,  “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic  

message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”
2. Not all have miraculous gifts from laying on of hands of elders, but we DO have spiritual gifts:
3. The gift that was received in our baptism.  Acts 2:38,  “Repent and be baptized, every one of  

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the  
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

4. The out flowing fruit of that gift to be nurtured as fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 1:22.  “…love, joy,  
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

5. All have what is referenced in Romans 12:6-8,  “6 We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  7 If it  
is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him 
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is  
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

6. All have personal talents and abilities given to us by God and to use for God.

With applied, diligent effort on our part, 
II.      Visible Progress Is Expected.      1 Timothy 4:15,  “Be diligent in these matters; give 
yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.”
A. Personal growth that others can see!

1. Are you kinder than you were a year ago?  More patient?  More understanding of what is Christ 
like?  The way you handle your anger or frustrations.  The way you speak to people.  You might 
not notice it yourself, but ask your spouse or children – do they notice?

2. Christian growth is not to be flaunted, but when it is evident to others, they are encouraged and 
strengthen and inspired.

3. Raise the standard.  Expect Christians to be like Christ – and you lead the way among your peers!
4. We are supposed to be visibly different from folks in the world if we are the legitimate genuine 

children of God and the temple of the holy Spirit.  There should be much visibly different about us.

B. Take a good, honest look at yourself.
1. 1 Timothy 4:16  ,  “Watch your life and doctrine closely.…”
2. Are you drifting off course?  Being caught up in trends?  Off balance, taking something to an 

extreme while neglecting other things?  Developing bad habits?  Good habits?
3. 2 Corinthians 13:5  ,  “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you 

not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?”
4. How are you doing in Bible knowledge?  In Christian graces?  In personal behaviors?
5. To live, one must grow.  Not so much a matter of speed, but progress in the right direction.  If 

plants don’t grow, they die.  And rot.  
6. Grow grace and knowledge.  In your personal imitation of Christ.  In personal holiness, 



understanding, faithfulness, godliness.  

C. Such progress requires perseverance and persistence.
1. Constant exercise of Godly principles. Of learned doctrines.  Of putting things into practice.
2. Constant, repetition of things like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control, in necessary so they become a normal part of you.
3. If one gets careless or sloppy, there will be no progress.

The remaining expectation is not up to us and our effort, but rather is promised to us.  If we apply the  
effort that is expected of us,
III.     An Appropriate Result Is To Be Expected.     1 Timothy 4:16,  “Watch your life and doctrine 
closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”
A. The salvation of your own soul.

1. Philippians 2:12-13  ,  “12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in  
my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his  
good purpose.”  Here is that continued effort and the expected result! You will be transformed; 
changed!  Into the very image of Christ.  Holy, righteous and pure.  And you can have confidence 
that you belong to God.

2. John 1:12-13  ,  “… to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the  
right to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  Here is where that promise is made into a 
reality!  Here is where we take the right to become, and actually become children of God.

3. We can be sure of being with Christ and just like Him.  1 John 3:2-3,  “2 Dear friends, now we are  
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that  
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has 
this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

B. The salvation of other people’s souls.
1. People will come to know God’s word and be saved by it. They will know truth by hearing it and 

seeing it in you.
2. People will find the right path and be able to walk it.  By hearing the sermon of your life.
3. They will be built up, encouraged, strengthened, matured and stabilized in their Christian walk.
4. Isaiah 55:11  ,  “…so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty,  

but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  Let that word 
be lived and seen in you!

5. A Recruiter once asked me; “What can be more important than defending our nation and  
protecting our freedom?”  Only one thing that I can think of; setting them free from Satan and 
saving their eternal life.

So What?
You may not be a “full time minister” like Timothy evidently was, but as a Christian, 

you are a full time servant of God, and a full time child of God, and a full time 
ambassador of the Lord whom you love.  You are full time wanting Him to be honored 
and full time wanting to be pleasing to Him.  So, the encouragement is for each one of 
us;  Let’s each apply earnest effort to our Christianity.

Closing Prayer:



Legitimate Expectations
1 Timothy 4:15-16

Reading:  1 Timothy 4:10-16. Memory:  1 Timothy 4:15
“B_ d_ i_ t_ m_; g_ y_ w_ t_ t_, s_ t_ e_ m_ s_ y_ p_.”

We need to know what is expected as we serve God.
What is expected as we each minister in our own way.

I.       Diligent Effort Is Expected.  1 Timothy 4:15
A. A good servant applies some serious effort.

Luke 13:24    Philippians 3:12-14   1 Cor. 4:1-2    2 Tim. 1:13-14    1 Tim. 6:20-21    Jude 1:3

B. In the instructions we give. 1 Timothy 4:11    1 Timothy 4:12

C. In our reading of Scripture. 1 Timothy 4:13

D. In the use of our gifts. 1 Timothy 4:14    Acts 2:38    Galatians 1:22    Romans 12:6-8

II.      Visible Progress Is Expected.  1 Timothy 4:15
A. Personal growth that others can see!

B. Take a good, honest look at yourself. 1 Timothy 4:16    2 Corinthians 13:5

C. Such progress requires perseverance and persistence.

III.     An Appropriate Result Is To Be Expected.  1 Timothy 4:16
A. The salvation of your own soul.

Philippians 2:12-13    John 1:12-13    1 John 3:2-3

B. The salvation of other people’s souls. Isaiah 55:11

So What?
Let’s each apply earnest effort to our Christianity.


