
Fellowship With God
1 John 3:10-24

Objective:  Enable folks to have confidence in their Christian status.
Reading:  1 John 3:10-24
Memory:  1 John 3:10,  “This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil  
are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his  
brother.”
Introduction:
1. We have a lot of religious doctrines to memorize and perform.  Sometimes we don’t even know what 

all those things are!  Can I be safe with God if I am still growing and learning?  Can I be safe with 
God, if, try as I might, I occasionally goof up?

2. How do I know that I really have fellowship with God?  I can see where I would have confidence to 
stand in God’s presence if I was His child, but how do I know that I am really a child of God?

3. Folks this matter of eternal salvation really should not be in question.

We should   know   that we have fellowship with God.  (HOW
The Apostle John is very good at giving practical ways of knowing things, at giving “litmus” 

tests to determine where we stand so we are not deceiving ourselves. In 1 John 3:10 he 
summarizes what  he has been explaining and provides two tests to determine whether we are 
really in fellowship with God.
The first test to see whether or not you are a child of God is
I.       The Things You Do.    Vs. 10  “…Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God;…”
A. One’s actions stem from one’s nature.

1. Who’s child are you?  God’s or the devils?  It will be revealed by your actions! By what you do.
2. Not talking about an occasional blunder that you immediately and genuinely correct and repent of, 

but of a continued course of action.  What your life focus and intent is, defines what you are! 
What is your behavior?

3. Incidentally, we have a choice.  With the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are not longer constrained to do 
what the old nature would do.  We can choose to stop sinning, we can choose to resist 
temptation, we can choose to do only godly and righteous things.

4. (Read and comment on) Romans 8:1-14,  “1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for  
those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 … 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to  
God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.  9  

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God 
lives in you. …  12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful  
nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die;  
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14 because 
those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

5. Those who continue sinful behavior are of the devil.  We KNOW where they are going!
6. Those who stop their sinful behavior and do righteous deeds are children of God!  We KNOW 

where they are going also!  So where does confidence in your salvation come from?
7. 1 John 3:7-9  ,  “7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right  

is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because  
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was  
to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because 
God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.”

8. After demonstrating his teaching by foot washing Jesus says;  John 13:17,  “Now that you know 
these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”

B. Actions demonstrate belief.
1. 1 John 3:23  ,  “23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,  

and to love one another as he commanded us.”  
a. One essential command with two aspects; to believe in the name,  and love one another.
b. Some say they believe, but their behavior demonstrates that they do not.  “Believe” infers 

obedience, in fact it is exactly the same word.  “In His name” mandates righteous behavior in 



compliance (obedience) to everything “He” stands for.  Commands, nature, spirit …
c. The essence such obedient behavior is embodied in loving the brethren.  Such love dictates 

how you behave relative to them.
2. Love prompts righteous behavior;  John 14:30-31,  “30I will not speak with you much longer, for  

the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but the world must learn that I  
love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.”

3. Romans 13:8-10  ,  “8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one  
another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do 
not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever  
other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor  
as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the  
law.”   Sinful behavior stems from a failure to love. Failure to love, results in sinful behavior.

4. Your behavior reveals what is IN you; your very nature; whether you are a child of God or not.

The second test to see whether or not you are a child of God is a matter of your…
II.      Love For the Brethren.    “…nor is anyone who does not love his brother.”  (all people?)
A. What prompts your actions?

1. Is it selfishness, culture, tradition, habit, pleasure, materialism?  Or is it a nature that is “love”?
2. 1 John 3:16  ,  “16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”
3. If we love, it will prompt us to surrender (lay down our lives) our lives for our fellow humans.

a. Do you look after them that intensely, or are you apathetic about them?
b. If they are hurting, do you love them enough to make a phone call or a visit?
c. How can you claim to love them like Christ loved if you don’t even know their name or what 

struggles they are facing in life?
d. One who walks away from fellowship with the brethren because he/she is disappointed or angry 

is NOT a child of God, because they are failing to love, .  This true nature is demonstrated in 
their unwillingness to sacrifice of themselves as Christ did for us.

4. Do you have pity and use your material possessions that God has given you to help them?  1 John 
3:17,  “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on  
him, how can the love of God be in him?”

5. Maybe you are more like Cain, who belonged to the Evil One and murdered his brother, Able.  It 
doesn’t have to be physical, bloody murder, you can assassinate them with your words if you 
mistreat them.  Murder them with degrading talk?  Gossip, tear down?  Mistreat them in anger? 
Matthew 5:21-22,  “21 You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not  
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his  
brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in  
danger of the fire of hell.”

6. Do you talk love and fail to live it out in what you actually do? Are your words empty?  1 John 3:18, 
“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”

B. Christ-like love should be what prompts our behavior.
1. John 13:34-35  ,  “34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so  

you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you  
love one another.”

2. 1 John 2:10  ,  “10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to  
make him stumble.”

3. We are not talking about occasional good deeds being adequate; doing something good and 
righteous when we feel like it;  but about behavior that is always prompted by agape love.

4. To NOT love the brethren means that one is without God and is therefore DEAD.
5. Children of God are those who lay down their lives sacrificially in their actions, on behalf of the 

brethren ;  NOT because we are commanded to do things, but because it is our very nature as 
children of God and disciples of Christ.  

6. We are, in essence, the same as our Father is. God is love and we know we are His children, and 
in fellowship with Him and thus “saved”, only if we are “love” in essence.  With the help of the 



Holy Spirit, this needs to be our goal, and life orientation;  1 Corinthians 13:2-3,  “2 If I have the 
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that  
can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor  
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

C. Love that is modeled for us by Christ.
1. Not just anybody’s idea of love will do.  His surrender of His life is the ultimate righteous action.
2. To “say” that I love the brethren is cheap.  But actions carry a price.  Do you pay the price?
3. If God is love, then , by definition of the word “disciple”, one cannot be His disciple unless they are 

learning to love.  No matter how many intricate, minute, detailed and specific commands one 
memorizes and keeps, they are not really a disciple.  The command to love is basic and 
essential.

4. John 15:12-17  ,  “12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his  
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my  
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you  
whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.”

So What?
We should have confidence in our fellowship, our union with God.  We can know this 

if we look at the nature of our lives.  1 John 3:24,  “Those who obey his commands live in him,  
and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.” 
Are you living by that same Spirit?  

We need to be like Christ and continue to be like Christ if we want confidence in our 
salvation.  1 John 2:28,  “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we 
may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.”

Make sure that Christ-likeness is evident in your constant determination to do what 
is right, and in righteous behavior that is prompted by a genuine love for the brethren.

Closing Prayer:



Fellowship With God
1 John 3:10-24

Reading:  1 John 3:10-24 Memory:  1 John 3:10
 “T_ i_ h_ w_ k_ w_ t_ c_ o_ G_ a_ a_ w_ t_ c_ o_ t_ d_ a_:

A_ w_ d_ n_ d_ w_ i_ r_ i_ n_ a c_ o_ G_; n_ i_ a_ w_ d_ n_ l_ h_ b_.”

We should   KNOW   that we have fellowship with God.  
Two tests to determine whether we are really in fellowship with God.

I.       The Things You Do.    Vs. 10  “…Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God;…”
A. One’s actions stem from one’s nature.

Romans 8:1-14    1 John 3:7-9

B. Actions demonstrate belief.
1 John 3:23    John 14:30-31    Romans 13:8-10

II.      Love For the Brethren.    Vs. 10  “…nor is anyone who does not love his brother.”
A. What prompts your actions?

1 John 3:16    1 John 3:17    Matthew 5:21-22    1 John 3:18

B. Christ-like love should be what prompts our behavior.
John 13:34-35    1 John 2:10    1 Corinthians 13:2-3

C. Love that is modeled for us by Christ.
John 15:12-17

So What? 1 John 3:24    1 John 2:28
Make sure that Christ-likeness is evident in your constant determination to do what 

is right, and in righteous behavior that is prompted by a genuine love for the brethren.


