
An Appeal To Respond
John 12:42-50

Objective:  To get people to stop “straddling a fence” and take an active stand for faith in Christ.
Reading:  John 12:42-50.
Memory:  John 12:46,  “I h_ c_ i_ t_ w_ a_ a l_, s_ t_ n_ w_ b_ i_ m_ s_ s_ i_ d_.”
Introduction:
1. A person is sitting in a building on an earthquake fault.  Ground is shaking.  Shelves are rattling. 

Lights are out.  Someone shows up with a big flashlight and says ”We have to go!  I will show you the 
way!”  Can you imagine the person NOT responding?

2. We are often like this in spiritual matters.  Maybe folks don’t see the danger?  Maybe they don’t care 
that total destruction could fall on them at any moment?

3. We are in the midst of just such a situation ourselves, and Jesus Christ is the rescuer, but so often 
people put off doing what they need to do to be following Him!

We need to make a clear and definite response to our Savior. (WHY?)
The problem being faced in the context of John 12 is stated in  verse 37;  “Even after Jesus 

had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him.”  Now 
part of the problem is that in reality,  they knew Who He was.  The true conclusion was 
essentially unavoidable.  The problem was that their response demonstrated and unbelief.  See 
verses 42-43;  “Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because 
of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.”  Because they were 
afraid of what they might have to do, or the personal opposition they might have to face, they 
failed to make a believing response!  This is tragic.

In verse 44, Jesus “…cried out”!  Jesus is making an urgent appeal for people to take 
decisive action in demonstrating their faith.  Here are reasons why it is so very urgent that we 
make a decisive response to Christ.
Why is it so very imperative to openly confess Christ with our lives?  Because in Christ, 
I.       God Himself Is Asking For A Response!  
A. Response to Jesus is response to God.

1. John 12:44-45  ,  “Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in  
me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.”

a. Belief in Christ is belief in God!
b. Seeing Christ is seeing God!  Like in John 14:9,  “Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me,  

Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me  
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

2. We are not dealing with just another human.  We are dealing with the essence of God!
3. Not just a prophet.  This is deity!   John 1:18,  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One 

and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”
4. This is God, saying, “Who’s side are you on?”  Are you really on My side, or do you want to stay  

with Satan?”  “Do you belong to me?”  Show Me by your commitment, my your actions!”

B. How dare anyone NOT respond to God?
1. Here is the One who Created us and yet, people hesitate to follow Him?  Here is God in the flesh.
2. John 1:10-13  ,  “10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the  

world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not  
receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the  
right to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”

a. Those who professed to be God’s chosen people, those who claimed to have the tightest 
relationship with God, did not recognize Him when He came in the flesh!  

b. But those who did, get to be His children!
c. What kind of a response does that warrant???!!!!

3. The One who sustains us and makes everything work and provides all good blessings – can you 



imagine saying,  “Wellll, I don’t know…, maybe I’ll do it my way.”  Why do I owe YOU allegiance?
4. To NOT respond when someone of such dignity and authority appeals to you, is just plain rude.  It 

is despising the One who is asking for response.
5. Servant does not pretend to not know the king.  Servants don’t act like they don’t know Him.  Don’t 

say to the King, “Come back next week or next year and I will give you an answer.”
6. Because   we are dealing with Almighty God, now is the time to respond!

In verse 46, Jesus relates another reason why it is so very imperative to openly and readily confess  
Christ with our lives.  Because, in Christ, 
II.      The “Light” Has Come.      John 12:46,  “I have come into the world as a light, so that no 
one who believes in me should stay in darkness.”
A. No one can use “darkness” as an excuse.

1. Not when God has made light available!  One just has to open their eyes and follow it.  People 
cannot say that they didn’t know which way to go or how to walk.

2. Christ is the light to lead folks out of darkness, but if folks simply don’t follow it.  What can be 
expected to happen in such a case?  They will stay lost in the pit!  Lost in darkness!

3. Think of the experience of coming out of a dark, gloomy place into the sunshine!  That is Christ!
4. Think of the experience of coming out of dark confusion, frustration;  “Oh, I see!”  That is Christ!

B. This “Light” is the opportunity to be rescued.
1. Christ reveals Truth.  Ignorance is no excuse.  Now you can see the Way.
2. But this “Light” is not available forever.  People need to not postpone a legitimate response!

a. John 12:35-36  ,  “Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while  
longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who 
walks in the dark does not know where he is going. Put your trust in the light while you  
have it, so that you may become sons of light.”

b. This is what happened in Isaiah’s time when God “hardened their hearts.  Essentially they got 
so used to ignoring Truth, finding excuses to NOT follow it that they could not see it anymore. 
John 12:40,  “He has blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither  
see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.”

3. The purpose of the “Light” is guidance and liberation.  Liberation from darkness.  Liberation from 
unknown and indecision.  Liberation from confusion and ignorance.

4. Because   the light has come, folks should not be stumbling around as if in darkness.  Now is the 
time to respond by following it before the opportunity is gone.

Finally, it is so very imperative to openly confess Christ with our lives.  Because, 
III.     Judgment Is Certain And Inescapable.  
A. Christ came to save people from condemnation.

1. John 12:47  ,  “I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.”
2. Christ did not come to judge or condemn, not to be critical of folks, finding fault, but to rescue.
3. People are already in trouble, already lost because of sin in their lives, and should accept the 

guidance, direction and help  that Christ is offering!
4. Understand that Christ came for our good.  Responding to Christ is a blessing!
5. Why would one NOT respond to One who has come to save them?  Maybe they don’t realize they 

are lost?  That they are in deep trouble?  That Christ is here to help?
6.  “Here comes Jesus, boy are you in trouble now,”  is a WRONG concept.  It should be; “Help is 

here!  WOW!  We are saved, let’s go!”

B. The Word Christ spoke is the basis of Judgment.
1. Judgment is certainly coming, and the basis on which everyone will be judged is already laid out.
2. Whether anyone accepts this basis or not, it is there and it will happen, so it is imperative to act 

Now is the time to respond.
3. You do not want to stand before the Judge on that day and know that;

a. The Truth was offered to you BUT you declined.
b. That God came to love you and help you and lead you BUT you were not interested.
c. That life itself was extended to you BUT you ignored it.



d. That light was offered to show you the Way, BUT you didn’t care.

C. The Word of Christ is life itself!
1. The word Christ spoke is the very word of God.  NIV reads in verse 50,  “…I know that his 

command leads to eternal life.”  Greek scholars insist that it is more literally as in NAS;  “…I 
know that his command IS eternal life.”

2. The Truth is there for all people to know.  Now is the opportunity to get on board!
3. What can we expect if we are offered life itself and we fail to accept it!
4. Like drowning and failing to reach out and take hold of life preserver.
5. If one refuses to accept the Word of God; what can they expect to happen?  If one despises the 

Divine Word, how will they possibly stand in Judgment?
6. This is NOT a harsh Word that people are neglecting or rejecting;  it is LOVE itself!  It is help.  It is 

LIFE that they are ignoring and failing to accept.

So What?
In the context, many who should have known who Jesus is and should have 

responded in the obedience of faith, held off.  They hesitated to make a full 
commitment, because they “…loved praise from men more than praise from God.”  
What is preventing your full and obedient response?

Make sure you are not procrastinating on things you should be doing to demonstrate 
your faith in Christ.  Make a clear commitment to follow Christ and put that commitment 
into action.

Closing Prayer:



An Appeal To Respond
John 12:42-50

Reading:  John 12:42-50. Memory:  John 12:46

“I  h_ c_ i_ t_ w_ a_ a  l_, s_ t_ n_ w_ b_ i_ m_ s_ s_ i_ d_.”

We need to make a clear and definite response to our Savior.  John 12:37,  42-43
Why it is so very urgent that we make a decisive response to Christ.

I.       God Himself Is Asking For A Response!  
A. Response to Jesus is response to God. John 12:44-45

B. How dare anyone NOT respond to God? John 1:10-13

II.      The “Light” Has Come.      John 12:46
A. No one can use “darkness” as an excuse.

B. This “Light” is the opportunity to be rescued. John 12:35-36

III.     Judgment Is Certain And Inescapable.  
A. Christ came to save people from condemnation. John 12:47

B. The Word Christ spoke is the basis of Judgment.

C. The Word of Christ is life itself! John 12:50

So What?
Make a clear commitment to follow Christ and put that commitment into action.


