
Everybody Ought To Know
Book of Romans,  chapters 1 - 8

Objective:  Help people grasp fundamental essence of God’s plan for their salvation.
Reading:  Romans 8:1-11.
Memory:  Romans 1:16,  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the  
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”
Introduction:
1. There are only so many things in life that most people can really be aware of and pay attention to –

so, we have to make choices;  which things are you going to direct your attention to?  Hunting and 
fishing,  dietary specialties,  cars,  Television trivia?

2. Of all the things that you can chose from, it is most essential that everyone understand some basic 
things about soul salvation.

3. Can’t be expert at everything, but there are some things everybody ought to know the basics about.

We need to understand some basic things about soul salvation. (WHAT?)
I want to share with you this morning, a summary of what the Apostle, Paul teaches in the 

first 8 chapters of the Book of Romans, about soul salvation.  Here, the divinely inspired 
Apostle, writing to folks he has not yet met, but hopes to soon,  explains what He understands 
to be the basic essentials of soul salvation.

People often don’t worry much about the Gospel.  Many can’t even tell you what the Gospel is!  But it is  
something that you and I and everyone ought to know about and study because , whatever it is, 
I.       The “Gospel” Is Essential To People’s Salvation.  
A. The “Gospel” is the “Good News” about Jesus Christ.

1. The message of God’s love for us. What God did to provide a way for us to be with Him.
2. The message of Christ’s life, death, burial and resurrection from the dead.
3. The message is that through Christ, our problem of sin which leads to death can be taken care of.
4. Romans 6:23  ,  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ  

Jesus our Lord.”  Death is what we have earned, but the Good News is that the gift of eternal 
life is being offered to us.

5. This truth has been established by the Christ’s resurrection;  death could not hold Him.
6. Part of the Good News is that we can relate to God now as well – we can understand God, as 

Christ reveals what God is about.  Romans 1:17,  “For in the gospel a righteousness from 
God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The  
righteous will live by faith.”

7. Part of the Good News is that we also can live – eternally- if we live by trusting and following Him 
-“The righteous will live by faith.”

B. The “Gospel” is the very power of God for our salvation.
1. Romans 1:16  ,  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”
2. Here is where God’s power resides.  He has not placed it anywhere else.  Not in any other 

religious system.  The power of God to save works through the transforming power of His word, 
through the message of the Word become flesh.

3. It is powerful in part at least because it moves people to obedience of faith.
a. Romans 1:5  ,  “Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship  

to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”
b. Can’t acknowledge there is a God, and go about business your own way.  Faith = obedience.
c. Romans 2:13  ,  “For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but  

it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.”
4. For the power to be present, one must believe enough for the message to affect their behavior and 

their very lives.  To be changed by it.
5. The Gospel is essential for salvation; you can’t get to heaven without it.  It is the very power of 

God for salvation.

But, before any one is really moved to appreciate this “Good News” they need to first realize what trouble  



they are in so that they need some God News.  We need to realize that without this Gospel, we stand  
separated from God, separated from the source of life, separated from that which is love and light and  
peace and all things good.  Folks are very seriously headed for eternal destruction and torment away  
from the Presence of God because
II.      We All Have a Sin Problem.  
A. Every one of us.

1. No one has a legitimate excuse before God for their sins.  Some will try to say they didn’t know, 
didn’t understand, but no one’s excuses will hold up.  All are accountable for some way in which 
they have fallen short.

2. Romans 1:18-21  ,  “18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the  
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20  

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine  
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men 
are without excuse.  21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were  
darkened.”

a. Even the most remote bushman is accountable for recognizing that there is a God;  He made 
that much plain to everyone through Creation, and through conscience.

b. Everyone is responsible for God appropriate glory and thanks.
c. Have YOU ever failed to give Him glory and thanks where glory and thanks is due?  Guilty.

3. Romans 2:6  ,  “God “will give to each person according to what he has done.”  Requires a 
change in the sort of things we do, and a redeeming from the things we have done in the past.

4. Maybe you can relate to some of the things Paul throws out just for example and illustration; 
Romans 1:29-32,  “29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed 
and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30  

slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil;  
they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Although 
they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not  
only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”  Does 
this describe the society we live in?  Does it describe your life experience at all?

B. No one is righteous on their own accord.
1. We all stand guilty and condemned by virtue of some sin we have committed, some way in which 

our lives have not measured up to what they should have been.  Romans 3:23,  “…for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,…”

2. This applies to every one;  Romans 3:10-12,  “As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not  
even one; 11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned 
away,  they have together become worthless;  there is no one who does good,  not even  
one.”  If you think you can be righteous and acceptable without actively seeking God, you are 
seriously mistaken.  Such idea is spiritually blind and foundering.

3. This applies to every person;  Includes the Jews, the Moslems, the Iraqis, the Canadians, the 
Americans, everyone you know, and everyone in this room.

C. A Day is coming when every person will be judged.
1. Romans 2:16  ,  ‘This will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets through 

Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.”
2. Even your most secret sins that you have kept hidden from your Mom. Best friend or spouse.
3. All the skeletons in your closet will come out.
4. Are you ready?  How will you measure up at Judgment?  Is there anything you are guilty of?
5. What will you do when those secret sins are brought out into the open?  When your life is lined up 

for comparison against the holiness and purity of God to see how you measure up?

That is a scary concept for anyone who has been listening honestly.  But,  there is Good News.  
Something else that everybody ought to know.

III.     The Gospel Answer   (to our sin problem)   Is To Belong To Christ.  



A. We can be saved from our guilt by trusting in Jesus.
1. Christ is going to heaven, and you can too if you really belong to Him.
2. Romans 8:1  ,  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,”
3. This is NOT simply intellectual consent that He lived and was crucified, or even that He is the Son 

of God.  It’s trusting Him with your very soul;  to where you actually follow Him,  joining your life to 
His to be IN Him and to become like Him.  Means dying to self and living for Him.  

4. Giving Him your very soul for safe-keeping.  As Paul says in 2 Timothy 1:12,  “I know whom I 
have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for  
that day.”

5. We are made right with God by trusting(faith) and following (obeying) Christ.
6. This also applies to every person;  Includes the Jews, the Moslems, the Iraqis, the Canadians, the 

Americans, everyone you know, and everyone in this room.

B. Baptism initiates this “in Christ” arrangement.
1. Baptism unites us with Christ.  Romans 6:3-5,  “3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead  
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  5 If we have been united with 
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.”

a. It enters us into the “New Covenant”.  A “covenant” is an agreement (like a contract)  This one 
says, “I need your help.  I recognize your offer to help, and I give “me” to you to take care of.

b. It is like signing of the contract.  It is where you say “yes” to Him.  Where you make that appeal 
for a clean conscience.  (! Peter 3:21)

2. Baptism must go beyond simple symbolism.  It must be real. Don’t just get wet – make it a reality. 
3. Live IN Christ.  Live for Christ.  Die to self.  Live by the Holy Spirit, as described in Romans 8:4-5, 

“…in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not  
live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  5 Those who live according 
to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in  
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.”

4. Romans 8:9  , further clarifies; “And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not  
belong to Christ.”  Make sure you are living by the Spirit of Christ.

So What?
Folks, everybody ought to be aware; everybody ought to know;  we all have a 

problem.  It is sin.  It’s our own sin!   On our own, we stand guilty before Almighty God 
and not qualified to enter His Presence.  But there is “Good News”.  God so loved us 
that He sent His Word became flesh and die on our behalf to establish a Way.

The offer stands open to everyone.  The choice is yours.  That’s the Good News. 
Hear the Good News, and respond in the obedience of faith.

Closing Prayer:



Everybody Ought To Know
Book of Romans,  chapters 1 - 8

Reading:  Romans 8:1-11. Memory:  Romans 1:16
“I  a_ n_ a_ o_ t_ g_,  b_ i_ i_ t_ p_ o_ G_ f_ t_ s_ o_ e_ w_ b_ ….”

We need to understand some basic things about soul salvation.
The basic essentials of soul salvation.

I.       The “Gospel” Is Essential To People’s Salvation.  
A. The “Gospel” is the “Good News” about Jesus Christ.

Romans 6:23      Romans 1:17

B. The “Gospel” is the very power of God for our salvation.
Romans 1:16      Romans 1:5      Romans 2:13

II.      We All Have a Sin Problem.  
A. Every one of us. Romans 1:18-21      Romans 2:6      Romans 1:29-32

B. No one is righteous on their own accord. Romans 3:23      Romans 3:10-12

C. A Day is coming when every person will be judged. Romans 2:16

III.     The Gospel Answer   (to our sin problem)   Is To Belong To Christ.  
A. We can be saved from our guilt by trusting in Jesus.

Romans 8:1      2 Timothy 1:12

B. Baptism initiates this “in Christ” arrangement.  
Romans 6:3-5     Romans 8:4-5      Romans 8:9

So What?
Hear the Good News, and respond in the obedience of faith.
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